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Art,  I.  '  77?/  Life  of  Samuel  yohnforty  LL.  D*  comprehending  an 
Account  of  his  Studies  and  numerous  IVorksy  in  Chronological  Cru¬ 
der  ;  a  Series  of  his  Epijlolary  Correfpondence  and  Converfations 
with  many  eminent  Perfons ;  and  various  Original  Pieces  of  his 
Compojitiony  never  before  publijked.  The  whole  exhibiting  a  View 
of  Literature  and  Literary  Men  in  Great-  Britain  for  near  Half 
a  Century^  during  which  he flourijbed.  By  fames  BofwelL  Ejq^ 
4to.  pp.  1104  both  Vols.  2  vols.  2l.  2s*  boards.  Dilly. 
London,  1791. 

X^HEN  thcfe  memoirs  were  firft  promised  to  the  lovers  of 
light  literature,  we  well  remember  how  the  certain  hopes 
of  a  full  banquet  of  amufement  lighted  up  every  countenance. 
The  cfffeft  of  Mr.  Bofweirs  tour  was  the  fame  as  that  of  Sancho 
Panda’s  fpeeches :  all  eyes  anxioufly  watched  when  he  fhould 
unclofe  his  lips  again.  His  filence  has  been  long ;  attention  has 
been  almoft  fatigued ;  but  It  will  infallibly  be  again  engaged. 
The  variety  of  anecdotes,  the  notoriety  of  perfonages,  and, 
above  all,  the  airy  garrulity  of  the  narrative,  will  effectually  re¬ 
commend  thefe  volumes  to  volatile  and  defultory  readers  j  and 
we  own  wc  ftiould  not  envy,  in  the  graveft  ftudent,  that  fafti- 
dioufnefs  which  (hould  difdain  the  entertainment  here  provided 
for  him.  Johnfon  is  allowed  to  have  been  a  ftriking  phenome¬ 
non  in*  the  moral  and  intellectual  world;  this  phenomenon  is 
defcribed  with  a  degree  of  minutenefs  of  which  there  has*beea 
no  example.  Mr.  Bofwell  claims  this  praife ;  and  it  muit  be 
allowed  that  no  difciple  has  exceeded  the  zeal,  or  equalled  the 
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fuccefs,  with  which  he  has  preferved  the  fleeting  paflagcs  of  his 
mafter’s  life.  He  informs  us  that,  in  order  to  note  down  the 
difcourfe  of  the  day,  he  has  fometimes  denied  himfelf  reft  four 
nights  in  the  week. 

•  The  charadter  of  this  work  may  be  fo  eafily  delineated,  and 
its  fpirit  fo  ftiortly  exhibited,  that  we  need  not  carry  our  ac¬ 
count  to  that  extent  which  fo  large  a  wyrt  commonly  requires. 
It  will  be  fuflicient  to  endeavour  to  cottcdl  fronl  th'ele  loofe  ma^ 
berials  a  few  definite  notions  concerning  the  literary  hero  whom 
they  celebrate  ;  to  exhibit  charafteriftic  fpecimens  of  the  man¬ 
ner  of  Mr.  Bofwell,  though  this  does  not  differ,  even  by  the 
flighteft  (hade^  from  that  by  which  the  former, Memoirs  of  the 
Journey  into  Scotland  are  diftinguifhed,  and  to  interfperfe  or 
fubjoin  fuch  obfervations  as  have  arifen  from  the  variety  of 
feenes  which  Mr.  Bofwell  prefents  to  his  reader. 

The  higheft  value  of  biographical  memorials  arifes  from  their 
difplay  of  the  power  of  moral  caufes  :  it  was  juftly  maintained 
by  Johnfon  himfelf,  that  native  determination  of  mind  towards 
fpccific  purfuits  was  the  chimera  of  ignorance  or  inattention : 
every  attainment  and  every  difpofition  is  more  the  work  of  ac¬ 
cident  than  thofe  who  have  not  made  accurate  obfervations  and 
mature  refleftions  upon  human  nature  will  eafily  imagine  or  be¬ 
lieve.  And  we  have  no  fcruple  to  aflert,  that  whenever  the 
particulars  of  the  life  of  any  eminent  perfon  are  accurately 
known,  they  will  always  contain  fome  peculiar  accident  or  train 
of  occurrences  which  determined  him  towards  the  purfuit  in  which 
he  has  excelled ;  when  the  father  of  Horace  pointed  out  to  his  fon 
the  tendency  of  the  condiift  of  fuch  and  fuch  an  individual,  he 
formed  the  acute  obferver  of  life  and  praftical  mofalift  that  ap¬ 
pears  in  his  faiires  and  epiftles.  The  remark  applies  equally  to 
thofe  who  do  not  rife  above  the  level  of  their  fpecies ;  but  they 
come  and  go  unregarded ;  and  we  place  fufceptibility  of  determin¬ 
ing  impremens  among  the  number  of  great  general  powers.  If 
the  time  and  manner  in  which  thefe  imprellions  are  received  be 
not  always  noted,  it  is  obvious  to  remark  that  few  are  able  to 
diferiminate  the  tokens  of  future  excellence  at  a  very  early  pe¬ 
riod  ol  life. 

By  the  help  of  the  intelligence  which  Mr.  Bofwell  and  others 
have  afforded,  it  is  not  difficult  to  diYcover  the  formation  of  the 
prominent  features  in  Johnfon^s  charafter.  His  mother  was 
remarkable  for  rigid  devotion ;  hence  that  peculiar  turn  in  the 
fon,  whether  weaknefs  or  piety,  in  coiifequence  of  which  his 
und  rftanding  was  appalled,  and  fell  proftrate  before  certain  ob- 
je£tf.  But  this  requires  explanation:  all  devout  mothers  do 
not  make  pious  children.  Difguft  is  moft  frequently  the  fruit 
of  ihcir  well-intended,  but  imprudent  zeal :  it  began  to  apf>ear 
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even  in  Johnfon.  A  boy  in  good  health  and  fpirits  flics  froih 
the  irkfome  leffon  with  the  greater  alacrity  to  his  fports  and 
companions ;  and  his  feelings  make  him  willingly  liften  to  the 
derifion  with  which  the  young  are  apt  to  treat  the  maxims  and 
praftices  of  the 'old.  Johnfon  was  cut  ofF  from  this  rcfoUrce> 
he  partook  but  little  of  the  fports  of  children ;  the  imperfection 
of  his  fight  difqualified  him  for  fuch  enjoyments,  to  which  the 
melancholy  he  inherited  from  his  father  doubtlefs  contributed. 
Flatterers  and  favourites  alfo  prevent  the  feeds  of  piety  from 
germinating  in  the  minds  of  the  offspring  of  the  opulent :  the 
infinuations  of  the  chambermaid  and  the  footman  prevail  over 
the  godly  exhortations  of  the  mother ;  and  the  heir  is  eafily 
perfuaded  to  feize  thofe  means  of  gratification  to  which  his  age 
prompts,  and  which  wealth  commands.  But  no  fuch  caufe  pre¬ 
vented  Johnfon  from  receiving  the  full  imprelfion  of  his  father’s 
fadnefs  and  his  mother’s  piety. 

Johnfon  was,  as  Mr.  Bofwell  well  expreffe^  it^  a 

king  of  men.  In  converfation  he  always  exaCfed  fubmiffion. 
Wherever  he  was  deficient  in  argument,  he .  overpowered  his 
adverfary  by  wit  or  farcafm,  perhaps  fometimes  by  the  ftrength 
of  his  voice  and  his  impofing  manner.  Such  was  his  fenf^  of 
his  own  fuperiority,  that,  in  the  numberlcfs  anecdotes  recorded 
of  him,  he  never  once,  as  far  as  we  recoiled:,*  appears  to  have 
been  embarrafled  or  overawed.  The  following  pafTage  ihews  hoW 
early  he  began  to  fubdue  others  to  his  caprices  : 

•  That  fuperiority  over  his  fellows,  which  he  maintained  with  fo* 
much  dignity  in  his  march  through  life,  was  not  aflumed  from  vanity 
and  oflentation,  but  was  the  natural  and  coniiant  eflefl  of  thofe  extra-, 
ordinary  powers  of  mind,  of  which  he  could  not  but  be  confeious  by^ 
companfon ;  the  intellectual  difference,  which  in  other  cafes  of  com* 
parifbn  of  characters  is  often  a  matter  of  undecided  conteff,  being  as 
clear  in  his  c^fe  as  the  fuperiority  of  ffature  in  fome  men  above  others. 
Johnfon  did  not  ftrut  or  ffand  on  tip-toe ;  he  only  did  not  ftoop.  From 
his  earlieff  years  his  fuperiority  was  perceived  and  acknowledged.  He 
was  from  the  beginning  ayoLj^  a  king  of  men  His  fchool- 

fellow,  Mr.  HeCtor,  has  obligingly  furniihed  me  with  many  parti-- 
culars  of  his  boyifli  days ;  and  affured  me  that  he  never  knew  him 
corrected  at  fohool  but  for  talking  and  diverting  other  boys  from  their 
bufincfs.  He  feemed  to  learn  by  intuition for  though  indolence 
and  procraftination  were  inherent  in  his  conffitution,  whenever  he. 
made  an  exertion  he  did  more  than  any  one  elfe.  In  fhort^  he  is. a 
memorable  inftance  of  what  has  been  often  obierved,  that  the  boy  is 
the  man  in  miniature  ^  and  that  the  diffinguilhing  characteriffics  of 
each  individual  are  the  fame  through  the  whole  courfe  of  life.  His 
favourites  ufed  to  receive  vejy  liberal  al&ffance  from  him ;  and  fuch 
was  the  fubmiffion  and  deference  with  which  he  was  treated,  fuch  the 
delire  to  obtain  his  regard,  that  three  of  the  boys,  of  whom  Mr.  HwClor 
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was  fotnetimcs  one,  ufcd  to  come  in  the  morning  as  His  humble  at¬ 
tendants,  and  carry  him  to  fchool.  One  in  the  middle  (looped,  while 
he  fat  upon  his  back,  and  one  on  each  fide  fupported  him  ;  and  thus 
he  was  borne  triumphant.  Such  a  proof  of  the  early  predominance 
of  inteliedual  vigour  is  very  remarkable,  and  does  honour  to  human 
nature.  Talking  to  me  once  himfclf  of  his  being  much  diftinguiflbed 
at  fchool,  he  told  me,  *  they  never  thought  to  raife  me  by  comparing 
me  to  any  one  ;  they  never  faid,  Johnfon  is  as  good  a  fcholar  as 
fuch  a  one  ;  but  fuch  a  one  is  as  good  a  fcholar  as  johnfon  ;  and  this 
was  faid  but  of  one,  but  of  Lowe ;  and  1  do  not  think  he  was  as  good 
a  fcholar.’ 

Few  who  have  exceeded  the  meafure  of  their  kind  have  been 
educated  like  other  men ;  a  confiderablc  number  have  never  at 
all  palled 

*  Through  fchool  and  college 

and  thofe  who  have  been  trained  in  the  eftabliflied  fcminarics, 
have  generally  revolted  againft  the  fettled  rules  of  thought  and  , 
a£Vion.  Milton  was  in  difgrace  at  Cambridge,  and  Locke  at 
Oxford  •f  Johnfon,  ‘  in  an  irregular  manner,  had  looked  into  a 
‘  great  many  books  which  were  not  commonly  known  at  the 
‘  univerfities.’ 

Another  diftinguifliing  trait  in  the  charafter  of  our  moralift 
is  well  known.  Mr.  Bofwell  places  its  firft  memorable  appear¬ 
ance  at  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age.  He  announces  it  in  the 
following  terms : 

•  The  *  morbid  melancholy’  which  was  lurking  in  his  conftitutlon, 
and  to  which  we  may  aferibe  thofe  particularities,  and  that  averfion 
to  regular  life,  which,  at  a  very  early  period,  marked  his  charader, 
gathered  fuch  llrength  in  his  twentieth  year,  as  to  afHid  him  in  a 
dreadful  manner.  While  he  was  at  Lichfield,  in  the  college  vacation, 
of  the  year  1729,  he  felt  himfelf  overwhelmed  with  an  horrible  hy¬ 
pochondria,  with  perpetual  irritation,  fretfulnefs,  and  impatience ; 
and  with  a  dejedlion,  gloom,  and  defpair,  which  made  exiltence  ml- 
fery.  From  this  difmal  malady  he  never  afterwards  was  perfedlly 
relieved;  and  all  his  labours,  and  all  his  enjoyments,  were  but  tem¬ 
porary  interruptions  of  its  baneful  influence.  How  wonderful,  how 
unfearchable  are  the  ways  of  Goo  !  Johnfon,  who  was  blcll  with 
all  the  powers  of  genius  and  underflanding  in  a  degree  far  above  the 
ordinary  ftate  of  human  nature,  was  at  the  fame  time  vifited  with  a 
diforder  fo  afllidlive,  that  they  who  know  it  by  dire  experience,  will 
not  envy  his  exalted  endowments.  That  it  was,  in  fome  degree,  oc- 
cafioned  by  a  defeft  in  his  nervous  fyftcm,  that  inexplicable  part  of 
our  frame,  appears  highly  probable.  He  told  Mr.  Paradife  that  he 
was  fometimes  fo  languid  and  ineflicicnt;  that  he  could  not  diflinguiih 
the  hour  upon  the  town-clock/ 
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The  difcipic  then  laudably  endeavours  to  refeue  the  memory 
of  his  matter  from  the  imputation  of  infanity.  The  quettion 
feems  to  us  not  difficult  to  be  refolved ;  for  the  whole  contro- 
veriy,  we  thinks  turns  upon  fallacious  terms.  That  Johnfon 
was  ever  fo  far  tranfported  beyond  the  ordinary  meafure  of  per¬ 
ception  and  imagination  as  to  render  confinement  or  fuper- 
intendance  neceflary,  we  have  no  reafon  to  believe ;  and  if  the 
term  infanity  be  appropriated  to  this  degree,  the  difpute  is  ter¬ 
minated.  But  he  made  manifett  approaches  towards  fuch  a 
ttate:  his  appearance,  gettures,  and  air,  were  frequently  fo 
wild  and  wayward,  as  to  indicate  a  condition  of  mind  haralfed 
by  tortures  to  which  men  of  found  intellect  are  ftrangers. 
Moreover,  as  the  terrors  of  death  feldom  fall  heavy  till  it  ap¬ 
proaches,  fo  that  oppreflive  apprehenfion  under  which  Johnfon 
laboured  may  be  ranked  among  the  fymptoms  of  incipient  mad- 
nefs..  This  terror  is  foreign  to  thofe  from  whom  this  malady  is 
placed  at  a  diftance.  Shakfpeare  in  his  charaifer  of  Lear,  has 
expreffed  the  truth  of  nature  \  and  our  readers  will  recolledl  that 
his  infanity  is  uttiered  in  by  the  fame  horrors.  Mr.  Bofwell 
himfelf  adverts  to  the  fufpicious  diflertation  upon  mental  alien¬ 
ation  in  RaiTelas:  Mrs.  Piozzi,  in  her  anecdotes,  adduces  cir- 
cumttances  that  ttrongly  denote  the  fame  tendency ;  and  when 
we  confider  that  the  dileafe  had  appeared  in  Johnfon*s  family, 
little  doubt  feems  to  remain.  Our  author  himfelf  coincides  with 
our  opinion  when  he  confefies  ^  that  his  own  difeafed  imagin- 
‘  ation  fhould  fo  far  have  deceived  him,  is  ilrange.*  *  And  for 
our  parts,  we  conceive  that  this  is  a  circumttance  which  a  fkil- 
ful  panegyritt  ought  to  have  feized.  It  would  have  afforded  an 
excufe  for  rpuch  caprice,  ill-nature,  and  rudenefs.  It  might 
alfo  have  produced  a  farther  advantage.  Many  of  his  moral 
effays,  and  the  whole  of  Raffelas,  tend  rather  to  difeourage  ex¬ 
ertion  than  to  promote  virtue.  And  it  pught  to  be  generally 
known  that  the  writer’s  difpofition  of  mind  correfpohded  exactly 
to  the  effeS  thefe  compofitions  tend  to  produce. 

Having  (aid  fo  much  of  Johnfon’s  moral  charadler,  we  (hall 
leave  the  full  delineation  both  of  that  and  of  his  intellectual  cha¬ 
racter,  to  fome  future  philofophical  biographer.  We  may  add, 
that  the  public  is  in  poffeffion  of  materials  fully  adequate  to  the 
purpofe ;  and  no  confiderable  acceffion  can  now  be  expedted. 

The  firlt  fifty  pages  of  thefe  memoirs  are  occupied  by  the 
childhood,  boyilh  years,  fhort  college  refidence,  original  literary 
projedts,  and  marriage  of  the  perfon  whom  they  commemorate. 
Several  ttriking  traits  and  fpecimens  are  given  of  his  early  powers  ; 
and,  after  having  elTayed,  as  is  already  well  known,  the  teaching 
of  a  fchool  without  fuccefs,  he  arrives  in  London,  from  which 
place  afterwards  he  was  never  long  abfent,  and  where  his  life 
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was  a  life  of  literature  and  converfation.  An  early  refdutlon, 
by  which  he  fortified  his  integrity,  defefves  to  be  noticed,  as  well 
for  his  own  honour  as  for  the  lake  of  the  example  to  other  pe¬ 
nurious  adventurers : 

‘  1732,  Julii  15.  Undccim  aurcos  depofui,  quo  die  quicquid 
ante  inatris  fun  us  (quod  ferum  fit  precor)  de  paternis  bonis  fperari 
licet,  viginti  fcilicet  libras  accepi.  Ufque  adeo  mihi  fortuna  fingcnda 
ell.  Intcrea,  ne  paupcrtate  vires  animi  languefcant,  nec  in  flagitia 
egcftas  abigai,  cavendum/ 

Johnfon’s  firft  fteps  towards  literary  eminence,  his  connexion 
with  Cave,  and  his  friendly  intercourfe  with  Savage,  are  related 
with  an  engaging  fluency  \  and  the  narrative  is  enlivened  and 
rendered  charafteriftic  by  original  letters ;  afterwards  it  alTumes 
more  of  the  dramatic  form:  it  is  every  where  equally  amufing. 
Mr.  BofwelPs  remarks  are  of  a  very  diverlified  nature ;  fome-r 
times  acute,  frequently  feniible,  now  and  then  whimfical,  and 
not  uncommonly  marked  by  that  fpecics  of  abfurdity  which 
provokes  a  good-natured  fmile,  though,  in  the  prefent  perform¬ 
ance,  ‘  the  pride  of  his  heart’  never  tranfports  him  from  a  fuc- 
cefsful  imitation  of  the  cow  to  attempt  the  afs.  The  55th  page 
affords  a  paffage  in  which  an  odd  aflpeiation  partly  illuftrates 
the  latter  obfervation ;  but  Mr.  BofWell's  vanity  is  never 
offenfiye : 

«  The  Gcntleman-s  Magaiinc,*  begun  and  carried  on  by  Mr.  Edr 
ward  Cave,  under  the  name  of  Sylvanus  Urban,  had  attradled  the 
notice  and  efteem  of  Johnfon,  in  an  eminent  degree,  before  he  came 
to  London  as  an  adventurer  in  literature.  He  told  me,  that  when 
he  firft  faw  St.  John’s  Gate,  the  place  where  that  dcfervedly  popular 
mifccllany  was  originally  printed,  he  *  beheld  it  with  reverence.* 
1  fuppofe,  indeed,  that  every  young  author  has  had  the  fame  kind 
of  feeling  for  the  magazine  or  periodical  publication  which  has  firft 
entertained  him,  and  in  which  he  has  firft  had  an  opportunity  to  fee 
himfclf  in  print,  without  the  rifk  of  expofing  his  name.  I  myfelf 
rccollcft  fuch  impreffions  from  *  The  Scots  iViagazine,*  which  was 
begun  at  Edinburgh  in  the  year  I739»’  condufted 

with  judgment,  accuracy,  and  propriety.  I  yet  cannot  help  thinking 
of  it  with  an  affeflionate  regard.* 

-  Mr.  Bofweirs  attachment  to  birlh  and  family  has  already 
been  fufficiently  announced  by  himfelf ;  he  repeats  it  oftener 
^an  once  in  the  work  before  us. .  It  would  be  eafy  for  a  bramin, 
or  a  feudal  proprietor  of  two-legged  cattle,  to  refute  the  claims 
of  rcafon  and  humanity  by  fuch  a  flippant  argument  as  this : 

•  Such  are  thcfpecious,  but  falfe  arguments  for  apropofition  whiqfi 
always  will  find  numerous  advocates  in  a  nation  where  men  arc  every 
day  ftariing  up  from  obfeurity  to  wealth.  To  refute  them*  is  nccdlcfs. 
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The  gcotral  ftnfc  of  mankind  cries  out,  with  irrcfiftible  force,  «  Un 
gcndlhommc  crt  toiijours  gentiJhomme.* 

We  fhall  now  make  a  finall  feleftion  from  the  abundance  of 
letters  and  converfations  preferved  in  thefe  volumes.  All  our 
readers  have  heard  of  the  rupture  that  took  place  between  the 
two  moft  confpicuous  charaders  of  their  time,  the  one  in  the 
polite,  the  other  .in  the  learned  world.  Our  colledlor  has  pro¬ 
cured  ;he  copy  of  a  letter  which  relates  to  that  .tranfa<Siun,  and 
which  will  furely  intereft  the  lovers  of  anecdotes.  It  needs  no 
introduiStion : 


«  My  Lord,  February,  175J, 

‘  I  have  been  lately  Informed,  by, the  proprietor  of  the  World, 
that  two  papers,  in  wnich  my  Dictionary  is  recommended  to  the 
public,  were  written  by  your  Iprdftiip.  To  be  fo  'diiiinguiihed  is  an 
honour  which,  being  very  little  accu Homed  to  favours  from  the 
great,  I  know  not  well  how  to  receive,  or  in  what  terms  to  ac- 
Imowledgc. 

‘  When,  upon  fome  flight  enconragement,  1  firft  vifited  your  lord- 
ihip,  I  was  overpowered,  like  the  reit  of  mankind,  by  the  enchant^ 
ment  of  your  addrefs ;  and  could  not  forbear  to  wi(h  that  I  might 
boaH  myfelf  U  vainqueur  du  <vainqueur  de  la  terri\ — that  I  might  ob¬ 
tain  that  regard  for  which  1.  faw  the  world  contending ;  but  T  found 
my  attendance  fo  little  .encouraged,  that  neither  pride  nor  modedy 
would  .fuSer  me  to  continue.it.  When  I  had  once  addrelTed  your 
lordfliip  in  public,  1  had  exhauHed.all  the  art  of  pleafing  which  a  re¬ 
tired  and  uncourtly  fcholar  can  poflefs.  T  had  done  all  that  1  could ; 
and  no  man  is  well  pleafed  to  have  his  all  negleCled,  be  it  ever  fo 
little. 

*  Seven. years,  my  .lord,  have  now  paft  fince  I  waited  in  your  out¬ 

ward  rooms,  or  was  repulfed  from  your  door  ;  during  which  time  I 
have  been  pufhing  on  my  work  through  difficulties,  of  which  it. is 
ufelefs  to  complain,  and  have,  brought  it,  at  laft»  to  ’ihe  verge  of 
publication,  without  one  aCl  of  ^afli dance,  one  word  of  encourage* 
ment,  or  one  fmile  of  favour.  Such  treatment  l  dld  not  expeCt,  for 
I  never  had  a  patron  before.  '  . 

*  The  (hepherd  in  Virgil  grew  at  lad  acquainted  with  Love,  and 
found  him  a  native  of  the  rocks. 

*  Is  not  a  patron,  my  lord,  one  who  looks  with  unconcern  on  a 
man '  draggling  for  life  in  the  water,  and,  when,  he  has  reached 

, ground,  encumbers  him  with  help?  The  notice  which  you  have 
been  .pleafed  to  ^ke  of  my  labours,  had  it  been  early,  had  been  kind; 
but  it  has  been  delayed  till  1  am  indifferent,  and  cannot  enjoy  it ; 
till  I  am  folitary,  and  cannot  import  it ;  till  I  amtknpwn,  and  do  npt 
\yant  it.  I  hope  it  is  no  very  cynical  afperity  not  to^coofeis  pbljga- 
tions  where  no .  benefit,  has  been  received,  or' to  be. unwilling  that 
the  public  fhould  confider  roe  as  owing  that  to  a  p^erpn  wbicK  Frovi- 
depce  has  enabled  iiic  to  do  for  myfclt.  •  ^ 
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*  Having  carried  on  my  work  thus  far  with  fo  little  obligation  to 
any  favourer  of  learning,  1  fhall  not  be  difappointed  though  1  fliould 
-conclude  it,  if  Icfs  be  poflible,  with  lefs ;  for  1  have  been  long  wakened 
from  that  dream  of  hope  in  which  I  once  boafted  myfelf  with  fo  much 
exultation^ 

*  My  Lord, 

^  Your  Lordftiip’s  moll  humble, 

♦  To  *  Moll  obedient  fervant, 

^  Lord  Chesterfield.  *  Sam.  Johnson.* 

Moft  of  the  other  letters  aflume  the  air  of  his  moral  eflays ; 
they  are  generally  fententious,  grave  and  folemn.  They  very 
properly  make  no  attempts  at  that  abruptnefs  or  gaiety  at  which 
many  letter- writers  aim  in  their  familiar  correfpondence.  -By 
their  maflivenefs  they  would,  without  a  fignature,  be  recognifed 
for  the  cfFufions  of  Samuel  Johnfpn. 

[  To  be  continued.  ] 


Art.  II.  Travels  over  the  mojl  inUreJling  Parts  of  the  Globe  to 
difeover  the  Source  of  Moral  Motion^  communicated  to  all  Man-- 
kind  through  the  Conviction  of  the  Senfes  to  intelleSfual  Exijlence 
and  an  enlightened  State  of  Nature.  In  the  Year  of  Man's  re- 
trofpeCtive  Knowledge^  by  Jijlronomical  Calculation^  5000.  8vo. 
pp.  562  both  Vols.  2  vols.  ys.  fewed.  Ridgeway.  Lon¬ 
don,  1791. 

publication  of  this  performance  very  much  excited  the 
curiofity  of  thofc  who  were  acquainted  with  the  author, 
who  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  gentleman  well  known  to  the  public, 
under  the  appellation  of  the  Walking  Stewart.  The  account  of 
the  travels  of  a  man  who  had  traverfed  (and,  that  too  for  the 
greater  part  on  foot)  a  much  larger  portion  of  the  globe  than 
perhaps  any  perfon  now  in  exiftence,  could  not  fail  to  raife  un¬ 
common  expedbtions.  But  what  was  our  furprife  when,  pro- 
‘  mifing  ourfelves  a  fcaft  of  novelty  in  a  wide  cxcurfion  over  fo 
many  regions  of  the  earth,  we  opened  the  book,  and,  inftead  of 
travels,  were  prefented  with  metaphyfical  difquifitions  ! — Not- 
withftanding  the  chagrin  occafioned  by  this  difappointment  we 
ihall  endeavour  to  communicate  to  our  readers  as  corredl  an  idea 
as  it  is  poflible  to  give  of  a  work  which  envelopes,  in  a  mift  of 
>  bombaft  and  ambiguity,  feveral  fenfible  remarks,  and  fome  pro¬ 
found  and  philofophic  obfervations. 

Our  metaphyfical  traveller,  with  a  thirft  of  hidden  knowledge 
not  inferior  to  that  which  conducted  the  Abyfllnian  hero  to  the 
fecret  fources  of  the  Nile,  fets  out  in  queft  of  the  fource  of 
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moral  motion.  To  prove  himfelf  extremely  well  adapted  to 
this  enterprife,  he  informs  the  reader  that  he  difclaims  all  pre- 
tenfions  to  erudition  (which,  through  the  whole  work,  he  feems 
to  hold  in  utter  contempt),  and  affirms  that  he  has  put  away 
from  his  mind  all  manner  of  prejudice  whatever: 

‘  The  author  of*  the  following  work  difclaims  all  prctcnlions  to 
erudition,  ai  d  attributes  his  prefent  unp  rejudiced  flate  of  mind  to 
the  ncgleft  thereof.  He  preferred  reading  the  volume  of  life  (in 
travelling  over  the  extremities  of  the  globe,  from  whence  he  col¬ 
lected  real  ideas  which  enlighten  the  mind),  to  books,  whofe  verbal 
ideas  confound  it;  He  begs  to  warn  his  reader  againft  any  unplea- 
fant  furpnfe  in  finding  much  repetition,  and  total  ncglcCt  of  the  ar¬ 
rangement  of  his  matter,  whofe  different  fpecics  is  offered  under  the 
fame  genus;  and  preface,  introduction,  and  work,  were  forms  pre¬ 
fixed  to  his  thoughts  and  ideas,  whofe  violent  fermentation,  arifing 
from  the  novelty  and  importance  of  the  fubjeCt,  untempered  by  the 
modifications  of  erudition,  have  flowed  over  their  reciprocal 
boundaries.’ 

Thus  qualified  for  his  arduous  undertaking,  he  proceeds  to 
examine  the  ftate  of  the  human  mind  in  every  region  of  the 
globe,  and,  after  comparing  with  each  other  the  different  na¬ 
tions  and  modes  of  government  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  he 
decides  in  favour  of  the  people  and  policy  cf  Great-Britain. 
Whether  this  be  the  decifion  of  a  philofopher,  or  merely  the 
prepofliffion  of  an  Engliftiman^  v/e  ftiall  not  inquire ;  but  cer- 
tainW  the  contemptuous  and  illiberal  manner  in  which  he  cx- 
prefles  himfelf  concerning  leveral  refpeftable  nations,  can  nei¬ 
ther  be  juftified  by  aClual  obfervation,  nor  by  any  candid  feru- 
tiny  of  the  human  heart,  which  is  every  where  the  fame. 

But  although  the  Englifh  have  attained  a  degree  of  intellec¬ 
tual  excellence  fuperior  to  that  of  all  other  nations,  ftill  they 
are  tar  removed  from  that  perfeClion  to  which  we  ought  to 
afpire, 

'  Whoever  takes  a  moral  view  of  the  Englifh  nation,  will  obferve 
that,  in  approximating  the  goal  of  intelleaual  exiflence,  they  have 
left  far  behind  them  all  other  nations;  and  this  pre  eminence  they 
.  mark  by  the  fuperior  depee  of  thought  or  concifenefs  which  they 
poffefs,  while  the  very  inferior  degree  of  animal  happinefs  they  en¬ 
joy  (hews  that  they  are  iUll  very  diflant  from  the  goal.  The  reafoii 
of  this  is,  that  their  mental  capacity  is  externally  employed  to  ac¬ 
quire  power,  riches,  and  knowledge,  which  are  the  caufe  of  much 
pain  and  ignorance;  and  thefe,  meeting  with  confeioufnefs  and 
thought,  confpire  to  render  them  miferable,  when,  on  the  contrary', 
the  mental  capacity  (hall  be  eternally  employed  to  difeover  the 
fourcc  of  moral  motion,  or  knowledge  of  fclf,  they  will  then  arrive 
ai  the  goal  of  intelleAual  exiflence ;  when  confciouincli  and  thought 
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will  augment  the  happinefs  fought  after,  and  procured  in  tn  en¬ 
lightened  fiate  of  nature** 

He  apprehends,  hovverer  (and  not  without  great  realbn),  that 
the  infatiable  ambition  of  the  Englifh  government  will  one, day 
plunge  the  nation  in  an  abyfs  of  moral  and  political  mifery: 

*  The  infatiable  appetite  of  the  nionller  ambition  is  mpil  cruelly 
exemplified  in  the  conqueil  of  India.  An  ifland,  almofi  in  its  phy- 
fical,  and  abfolutely  fo  in  its  moral  antipodes,  force  one  hundred 
millions  of  people  to  fubjedt  their  will  to  ten  millions,  who  can  alone 
take  from  them  their  property,  but  grant  them  no  recompence  of  ci¬ 
vil  or  political  protedtion ;  and  I  think  it  demands  no  fpirit  of  pro- 
^  phecy  to  foretel,  that,  if  fomc  happy  event  does  not  break  off  this 
unnatural  connexion,  the  weight  of  (his  conqueft  will  fink  the  ifland 
of  Great-Britain  into  an  abyfs  both  of  political  and  moral  mifery.^ 

The  time,  however,  is  perhaps  at  no  great  diftance  when  the 
native  princes  of  India  (and  Tippoo  Sultan  appears  to  be  defr* 
lined  for  this  patriotic  achievement)  will  expel  us  from  a  coun¬ 
try  which  has  been  too  long  the  theatre  of  our  rapine,  depre¬ 
dation,  and  our  intolerable  tyranny.  The  day  which  fets 
Hindoftan  free  from  foreign  ufurpation,  will  give  the  fignal.of 
moral  and  political  renovation  to  tliis  country. 

The  moft  curious  article  in  the  firfl:  volume  is  perhaps  the 
following  account  of  the  converfion  of  the  Laplanders  to 
Chriftianity : 

^  Churches  were  eredled,  and  in  them  ciyilifatlon  fixed  her  throne. 
The  Laplander  was  fummoned,  at  the  diftance  of  feveral  hundred 
miles,  to  quit  his  flocks  defencelefs,  threatened  by  devouring  wolves, 
and  wandering  half-itarved  from  the  pallure,  to  which  they  demanded 
the  guidance  of  their  abfent  pallor,  to  leave  the  happy  home  of  peace 
and  innocence,  where  tradition  of  ancient,  and  narrative  of  m^ern 
events,  accorded  to  the  founds  of  ruftic  mufic,  and  the  meafure  of 
joyous  dance  gave  to  the  mind  that  pleafing  emotion  which  fo  n^o- 
difies  defire  and  content;  which,  together  with  phyfical  pleafures, 
makes  up  the  whole  of  happinefs.  From  the  bounds  of  content  the 
Laplander  obeys  the  dread  fummons,  and,  with  food  ecooomifed 
from  the  pangs  of  a  hungry  family,  he  arrives  at  the  altar.  He  ap¬ 
proaches  the  angry  prieft,  and  with  this  food  (chcefes  of  rein-deer) 
deprecates  the  wrath  of  the  deity  civilifajion.  The  deftrudlive  phe¬ 
nomenon  of  nature  that  he  formerly  fdared  and  adored,  was  appe^fed 
by  fupplication  and  refignation ;  but  this  new  moral,  dellrudive,  and 
malignant  phenomenon  demanded  the  means  of  life,  as  a  recom¬ 
pence  for  deftroying  it.  The  prieft  receives  and  appropriates  this 
facrifice,  and  in  return  puts  into  his  mouth  blafphemies  againft  na¬ 
ture,  called  articles  of  faith ;  reads  to  him  records  of  vice  and  cruelty, 
called  holy  writ;  and  inftru^ls  him  to  facrifice  his  immediate  happi- 
nefs,  proceeding  from  fympathy  and  probity,  by  inculcating  principles 
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of  avarice,  tyranny,  and  fatfchood,  to  procure,  by  way  of  confola-  , 
tion  for  the  lofs  ot  prcfent,  an  illiifive  eternal  happinds. 

«  The  Laplander  having  made  hisotfering,  is  fent  back,  his  4nc- 
mory  loadeu  uiiJi  frequeiit  and  jealous  injunctions  to  return  with  ex¬ 
piatory  c;ltijrir.gs  to  a  one  lor  his  want  ot  oelict  in,  or  comprchenlion 
ot,  the  deity  oi  civilifation.  He  returns,  to  his  dilconfolate  and  hait- 
iamiihed  family,  and  conioles  them  witil  Jiis  r  lacious  how  he  has 
appeared  the  prelent  wrath  of  the  demon,  which  might,  il  neglected, 
increafe  into  a  lury  that  might  demand  their  lives  as  a  facrifice, 

•  The  priefts,  at  particular  periods,  make  circuits  ol  vihtation,  to 
levy  fines  upon  thofe  Laplanders  who  dare  follow  the  rights  cf  nature 
in  preference  to  the  painful  and  incompatible  rites  of  civilifation ; 
and  thefe  fines  are  levied  upon  their  backs  and  ibellies ;  the  raiment 
being  torn  from  the  one,  and  food  from  the  other,  becaefe  two  indi¬ 
viduals,  whom  nature  prompted,  to  communicate  happinefs,  without 
offending  a  ih^rd,  had  not  confulted  the  priell  to  know  whether  Na¬ 
ture  was  right  or  wrong  in  compofmg  luch  paflions,  and  furnilhing 
means  to  gratify  them,  difeordant  with  civil  inititutions  that  mult 
be  adapted  to  moral  and  phyfical  circumAances.’ 

Having;  in  the  firft  volume,  travelled  over  the  whole  *face  of 
the  habitable  globe,  without  being  able  to  difeover  that  moral 
excellence  of  which  he  is  in  qued,  the  author  proceeds,  in  the 
fecond  volume,  to  difclofe  the  Jource  of  moral  motion.  But  to  this 
important  difeovery  our  author  proceeds  with  a  folemnity  well 
adapted  to  the  enunciation  of  the  fublime  truths  which  he  is  go¬ 
ing  to  impart, 

*  What  a  hallowed  and  important  crilis  is  that  when  a  glimpfe  of 
the  intcllcduai  or  moral  world  breaks  in  upon  the  mind!  VN'hat 
complicated  refledtions  of  grief  and  adonilhment  arife  while.it  drives 
to  arrange  and  expofe  its  conceptions  and  ideas  I  The  mind,  accord¬ 
ing  to  hillpry,  tradition,  and  allronomical  calculation,  has  been 
op.ritting  for  ftve  thoufand  years,  with  a  ratio  of  improvement 
equal  to  its  experience  in  knowledge,  and  yet  has  been  fo  confined  by 
|he  narrow  boundaries  of  the  animal  and  phyfical  world,  that  the 
exidence  of  an  intelledlual  world  has  never  fuggeded  itfelf  even  to 
the  imagination.  What  an  inexplicable  problem  !  Tl'hrough  the 
fame  long  epoch  the  whole  power  of  the  mind  is  employed  to  pre- 
ferve  cxiltence  by  means  that  render  it  miferabie.  What  a  grievous 
and  melancholy  rededlion 

The  author  is  fo  deeply  imprefled  with  the  importance  of  the 
fublime  difeovery  which  he  is  about  to  announce  to  the  world 
in  xht  Apocalypfe  of  Nature^  as  he  entitles  this  fecond  volume, 
that  he  makes  it  the  date  of  a  new  era— ^  from  tho  tra  of  ti^o 
^  f  reajon^  or  the' publi cation  o*  the  apocalytfe 

*  of  nature  in  the  year  of  ojlronomicai  caLuUdion^oOo"  W»ie- 
ther  thofe  fublime  truths  are  fo  novel  as  tlte  author  imagines 
they  arCj  we  (hall  fep  in  Jhe  fcquel  \  meanwhile  we  ihall 
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endeavour  to  follow  him  with  as  much  accuracy  as  his  vague 
and  dcfultory  manner  will  permit. 

He  proceeds  to  define  matter  and  motion,  fubje<^s  on  which 
a  man  may  write  to  eternity  without  underftanding  himfelf,  and 
of  courfe  without  edifying  others.  Thence  he  proceeds  to 
MAN,  and  cenfures,  with  much  indignation,  ^  the  abfurd  and 

*  cruel  inftitutions  of  fociety  to  tyrannife  over  nature,  by  mul- 

*  tiplying  the  wants  and  fpecies  of  humanity,  by  fubftituting  j 

*  power  to  peace,  labour  to  repofe,  riches  to  happinefs.*  On! 
the  fubjecl  of  coercion  he  makes  the  following  judicious  re- 1 
marks : 

‘  As  long  as  individual  violence  cxifts,  fo  long  muft  public  coer¬ 
cion  :  but  this  fhould  only  be  exercifed  over  violators.  I  .know  but 
one  inllance  where  this  has  the  flighted  pretext  of  juftification,  which 
is,  in  compelling  the  individual  to  labour  his  proportion  of  foil, 
which  gives  fubfiftcnce  to  the  fociety :  but  this  would  be  rendered 
abfolutely  unneceflary  by  the  example  of  education  ;  for  as  the  la¬ 
bour  of  one  would  maintain  twenty,  the  unconquerable  indolence  of 
a  few  perverfe  individuals,  who  might  refill  the  force  of  education, 
can  never  be  fufficient  reafon  to  employ  coercion,  which  is  the  de¬ 
mon  of  all  fenfitive  nature.  Belides,  the  example  of  many  Indian 
tribes,  who  cultivate  the  foil  in  common,  and  have  fubflituted  the 
habit  of  cuflom  and  education  to  coercion,  demonh rates  this  to  be  a 
civilifed  error,  and  (hews  the  fuperiority  of  uncorrupted  inflinft  over 
corrupted  and  prejudiced  reafon,  by  conducing  the  animal,  man, 
nearer  to  a  Hate  of  well  being ;  though  this  can  only  be  perfefted 
and  fecured  by  enlightened  reafon.* 

We  (hall  now  proceed  to  (late  our  author^s  refledlions  on 
SELF,  which  he  has  difeovered  to  be  the  fource  of  moral  mo¬ 
tion  ;  and  on  this  point  his  whole  fyftem  of  philofophy  depends : 

*  Self  is  that  link  that  conneAs  man  with  nature;  and  though  its 
vibration  is  ftrong  upon  the  fenfe  of  feeling,  thought  can  give  it  no 
form.  It  revolves  about  the.  univerfal  centre  of  nature  in  the  moral 
world,  and  is  connedled  with  the  infiaite  orbit  of  other  felfs,  by  the 
radii  of  fympathy,  which  is  to  the  moral  what  attraflion  is  to  the  phy- 
fical  fyftem. 

*  l‘he  quality  of  willing  for  felf  alone  may  be  called  its  cohefion, 
or  gravitation,  and  the  quality  of  aflimilating,  through  the  medium  of 
pcrfuafion,  its  own  will  and  the  will  of  others,  is  the  force  of  attrac¬ 
tion,  which  forms  its  centripetal  and  centrifugal  force,  like  that  cf 
material  bodies.  With  thefe  two  qualities  every  moral  felf  would 
revolve  about  its  integer,  nature,  as  a  centre ;  and  all  the  dreadful 
collifions  of  humanity  would  ceafe  to  form  a  chaos,  and  move  in  all 
the  harmony  and  order  of  the  celeftial  bodies  round  the  fun  of  truth, 
in  the  orbits  of  enlightened  and  intellcftual  exiftcnce. 

*  This  connexion  of  identity  or  being  with  nature  pafles  through 
the  infinite  combinations  of  exiftence  and  eflence,  I  have  been  from 

•  all 
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i  eternity  paffing  through  the  fevenil  ftagcs  of  inaBimate,  vegetable, 
jid  animal  Hates ;  and  this  truth  gives  me  an  intereft  to  oppofe  and 
ieroovc  every  evil  from  fenfitive  nature,  as  I  labour  to  the  advantage 
^d  happinefs,  ultimately  of  my  own  connexions ;  and  upon  this  truth 
lepofes  the  whole  moral  fyftem  of  nature. 

>  ‘  The  cries  of  an  animal  fuffering  painaffcft  with  pain  every  fen- 
jltivc  animal  within  its  hearing  ;  and  the  acclamation  of  joy  affeAs 
with  pleafure  in  the  fame  manner,  though  not  fo  general.  If  A  feels 
fhe  p^in  of  B,  and  the  latter  only  feels  the  caufe,  there  muft  be  an 
<>ccult  relation  between  the  two  bodies ;  and  this  can  be  explained 
ibnly  by  foppofmg  them  parts  of  the  fame  integer,  and  their  fpecific 
identities  and  bodies  component  parts  of  the  univerfal  mafs  and  iden¬ 
tity  of  nature.’ 

*  On  what  he  calls  perfonal  identity  he  exprelles  himfelf  as 
follows : 


*  Identity  of  mind  and  body  can  never  be  fixed  by  matter,  for 
that  tranfmutes  and  exchanges  itfelf  for  frclh  matter  every  moment; 
and  the  mind  fufFers  the  fame  changes  ;  fo  that  identity  dwells  only  in 
the  vibration  of  the  nerves,  which  communicates  and  perpetuates  it¬ 
felf  to  frelh  matter,  and  occafions  this  canal  or  mould  of  matter  to 
be  fenfiblc  of  pain  and  pleafure,  &c. — Nature  will  perpetuate  your 
identity  in  her  own — your  nerves  will  vibrate  in  future  identities,  in 
which  you  will  participate  as  you  did  in  the  perfonal  one  at  two  years 
old,  though  you  have  loft  all  remembrance  of  it.  And  I,  he,  and 
you,  mean  no  more  than  parts  of  the  eternal  integer  of  nature. 

‘  However  this  doftrine  of  connexion  may  confound  and  dazzle, 
from  its  novelty  and  importance,  minds  ufed  to  contraft  contempla¬ 
tion,  or  the  common  exercife  of  thought,  to  an  intelle^lual  mind 
that  can  invert  its  powers  upon  felf,  it  becomes  intuitive,  cafy,  and 
almoft  demonftrative,  by  the  univerfal  transformation  of  matter  into 
matter,  and  the  impolfibility  to  conceive  the  ceflation,  though  we 
Csinnot  imagine  the  mode  of  connexion  with  nature.* 

'k  From  this  doftrine  of  the  unity  of  nature  our  author  derives 
the  hope,  or  rather  the  certainty,  of  an  immortality  more  ra¬ 
tional  than  that  which  prieftcraft  has  impofed  upon  the  credu¬ 
lity  of  the  world  : 

^  I  have  much  revolved  this  inveftigation  In  my  mind  ;  but  I  muft 
inveftigation  of  others  may  give  me  new  matter  to  pro- 
m  ceed  and  operate  with.  In  the  mean  time,  I  enjoy  the  utility  of  its 
influence,  which  eilablifhes  more  encouragement  to  pcrfcverc  in  vir¬ 
tue  than  imaginary  and  ridiculous  rewards  and  punifhments,  that  are 
now  abandoned  to  nurfes  and  children,  with  the  talcs  of  ghofts  and 
witches.  By  reflefting,  that  the  good'or  evil  I  procure  in  this  life 
arc  perpetuated  to  my  enjoyment  or  fuffering.  as  a  part  of  nature  re¬ 
animated  in  a  new  identity.  This  alfo  forms  that  Comfortable  and 
reafonable  do^ri DC  of  immortality,  which,  brought  home  to  the  con¬ 
ception,  gives  dignity  and  rclignation  to  the  mind  of  man,* 
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As  (bon*  therefore,  as  mankind  fliall  have  arrived  at  .tht 
knowledge  of  this  important  truth,  that  all  beings  are  a  part  of 
the  great  integer  of  nature,  all  violence  will  ceafe,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  our  author,  and  the  golden  age  will  again  be 
realifcd  upon  the  earth : 

*  When  the  human  capacity  (hall  arrive  at  intellcftual  exiftence, 
and  conceive  intuitively  the  facred  dodlrine  of  the  unity  and  eternity 
of  all  nature^  the  whole  moral  economy  of  humanity  will  be  changed, 
the  fyftcm  of  nature  will  be  known  ;  felf  will  be  difeovered  ;  happi- 
nefs  will  be  iludied  ;  and  man,  in  the  plenitude  of  intelleflual  ex- 
iftence,  will  be  brought  to  a  date  of  enlightened  nature,  or  abfolute 
liberty*  dirccled  and  controled  by  wife  volition,  to  obtain  the  end 
of  well  being  to  fclf,  or  fellow  felfs,  or  all  fenfitivc  creatures/ 

Our  author  then  fums  up,  in  the  following  UneU^  the  whole 
doftrine  of  what  he  calls  the  RfLiGiON  of  Nature  : 

*  1.  That  nature  is  the  great  integer  of  being,  or  matter,  and  mo¬ 
tion  ;  without  beginning  as  without  end. 

*  2.  Mankind  are  the*indruments  of  nature  in  its  moral  motion, 
formed  to  procure  well-being  or  happinefs  to  all  animated  matter. 

‘  3.  That  all  animated  matter  is  related  as  parts  infeparable,  how¬ 
ever  organifed,  changed,  or  diffolved,  from  the  great  integer  na¬ 
ture. 

*  4.  That  bodies  intelleftualifed  and  pofleffing  identifications  of  I, 
he,  and  you,  are  created  to  pofTcfs  confeioufnefs  of  exiftence,  by  fen- 
fations  of  pleafure  and  pain ;  that  though  thefe  are  annihilated  upon 
the  diffolution  of  the  body,  they  dill,  as  parts  of  nature,  are  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  future  pain  and  pleafure  of  their  common  integer,  from 
which  they  arc  infeparable,  though  fubjeft  to  cndlefs  change  and  re- 
I’^olution. 

*  3.  That  moral  and  phyfical  motion  are  fubjeft  to  fixed  laws,  which 
produce  volition,  the  caufe  of  aftion  in  animate  matter. 

‘  6.  That  the  judgment  or  refult  of  the  operation  of  the  mental 
faculties  can  have  cognizance  only  of  fecondary  caufes,  which  it  appa¬ 
rently  controls  and  direfts  to  produce  well-being  or  happinefs  to  its 
clTence,  which  it  will  ever  fuppofe  to  be  the  end  of  primary  caufes« 

*  7.  That  the  human  intelleft  has  no  power  beyond  thefe  fecondary 
caufes  of  volition,  and  their  end,  which  is  happinefs,  all  beyond  be¬ 
ing  incomprehendbility ;  and  the  reafoning  of  analogy  can  inHuened 
only  from  its  probability,  and  that  mult  be  conftdered  relative  to  the 
happinefs  of  all  animated  nature. 

«  8.  That  man,  in  forming  a  volition  to  procure  happinefs,  be¬ 
gins  with  felf  as  centre,  and  extends  to  the  circle  formed  by  all  ani¬ 
mate  matter.  He  is  to  will  for  himfelf  alone,  and  do  no  violence  to 
any  part  of  animate  matter ;  and,  in  the  orbit  of  focial  attraftion,  he 
nuiil  imitate  the  revolution  of  the  celeftial  bodies,  w’hofe  reciprocal 
lepulfion  and  attraftion  operate  without  concufllon  or  violence  to  the 
centre  from  the  point  fclf — man  cedes  not,  but  reforms  his  revolution, 
when  in  collifion  with  that  of  another,  to  acquire  more  happinefs, 

conlidering 


0  e  s's-ssre*  #*3  !*< 


Im  Stewart’j  Travth^  15 

tufidcrlnghimrelf  a  component  part  in  this  eternal  relation  to  the 
eat  integer  of  nature;  and  by  this  means  proceeds  and  eternizes  a 
ftem  of  moral  harmony^  or  pain  and  pleafurc>  of  which  he  imift 
^ver  be  the  centre,  and  participate  as  an  eternal  part  of  an  eternal 
5  which  connexion  is  indiflbluble,  though  its  mode,,  is  _|nconi* 

»  prehenfible,  and  paffes  through  every  form  of  matter  in  an  infiake 

r  devolution.  ,  ^  .  1  ,  . 

<  i  ^  The  operation  of  the  intelleftual  faculues,  as  the  only  intelligeiit 

tfaufe  of  moral  motion,  is  to  be  venerated,  and  its  comm unicatioa 
I  Keld  facred  in  the  plenitude  of  liberty.  The  end  of  all  affociation  is 
^  to  affure  the  execution  of  the  defenfive  volition  of  man,  and  to  reflrain 
tile  offenfive,  as  the  caufes  of  happinefs  and  mifery.  Matter  is  inde- 
tiruftible  and  eternal,  revolving  through*  various  combinations,  animate 
and  inanimate,  which  are  its  accidents  to  convey  to  it  pain,  pleafure, 
and  confeioufneft  of  exiftence.  That  animate  matter,  in  poffeffion  of 
Volition,  or  the  diredion  of  moral  motion,  forms  happy  identities  or 
llages  to  receive  inanimate  matter  in  time  prefent  and  future.  That 
all  matter  is  in  an  inceffant  ftatc.of  inter-revolution,  which  is  proved 
by  aliment,  refpiration,  and  perfpiration.  That  identity  or  effence, 
j^ing  but  the  accident  of  matter  in  combination,  holds  its  eternal 
connexion  with  naiare  through  the  medium  of  indeftruflible  matter. 
Tfhat  I,  he,  and  you,  though  their  fpccific  combination  of  identity 
and  matter  feparate,  arc  eternal  through  their  primary  and  indiflb^ 
iublc  connexion  with  nature  ;  and  that  the  good  and  evil  which  our 
^lition  brings  to  the  prefent  fydem  will  be  perpetuated  to  the  future 
jt novation  of  that  connexion.’ 

Thus  then  we  find  that  the  whole  myftery  of  our  author^! 
0\oral  fyftem,  from  the  developement  of  which  he  eftablifhes  a 
bew  era  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  confifts  merely  in  this  pro- 
^ofition,-that  all  things__gre  parts  of  the  eternal  whole :  a  profound 
truth  certainly,  but  in  which  there  is  no  novelty  whatever.  Our 
author,  from  the  want  of  that  erudition  which  he  profelles  to 
defpife,  might  not  have  known  that  the  moft  ancient  philofophy 
"of  the  world  was  founded  upon  this  eternal  truth,  that  the 
^ence  of  all  things  is  the  fame\  he  might  have  been  ignorant,  of 
l|he  do<&rine  of  the  To  dan  among  the  Greeks,  or  the  Kof  of 
llhe  Egyptian  philofophers j  but  certainly  the  walking  Stewart 
^'could  not  but  know  the  Permatma  of  Hindoo  wifdom.  The 
fadl  is,  that  this  whole  fyftem  of  the  fource  of  moral  motion, 
which  our  author  vindicates  to  himfelf  as  the  moft  fublime  dif- 
covery  that  has  yet  been  made  in  the  intelledual  world,  and 
from  which  he  dates  ‘  the  firji  rifing  of  the  fun  of  reafon^*  is  no¬ 
thing  elfe  but  the  known  and  acknowledged  philofophy  or  reli¬ 
gion  (for  there  religion  and  philofophy  are  the  fame)  of  the  an¬ 
cient  kingdom  of  Hindoftan.  If  our  author  was  ignorant  of 
:^this,  he  muft  have  travelled  to  very  little  purpofe  indeed.  We 

fan  only  wifli  that  he  had^  treated,  in  a  manner.lefs  fuperficial, 

thofc 
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thofc  profound  truths  of  oriental  fcience ;  and  that  he  had  de^ 
livered  the  fublime  doi^ine  of  Brimha  without  bonibaft| 
fulUan,  and  ambiguity. 


Art.  III.  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  gallant  Exploits  of  the  old 
Highlander^  Sefeant  Donald  Macieod^  whoy  having  returned^ 
woundedy  with  the  Corpfe  of  General  IVolfe  from  ^ebeCy  was 
admitted  an  Out-penjioner  of  Chelfea^Hof  ital  1759>  and  is 
now  in  the  lO^^d  Year  of  his  Age.  8vo.  2d  Edition,  pp.  98.  2S. 
Forbes.  London,  1791. 

*11^  E  find,  by  the  memoirs  of  this  fingular  charadler,  that 
,  ^  Donald  macleod  was  born  in  the  parifli  of  Bracadill,,  in 
the  ifle  of  Skye,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1688  ;  that  he  was  bound 
apprentice  to  a  ftone-mafon  at  Invernefs,  at  nine  years  of  age ; 
that  about  the  end  of  the  year  1699  he  ran  off  from  his  matter, 
and,  after  remaining  fome  time  at  Perth,  was  received  into  the 
regiment  of  Royal  Scots,  then  commanded  *  by  the  Earl  of 
Orkney,  as  a  fort  of  cadet.  From  this  early  period  of  his  life 
he  ferved  under  various  commanders,  was  prefent  at  moft  of  the 
battles  which  were  fought,  was  wounded  in  almott  every  part 
of  his  body,  and  at  laft  finiftied  his  military  career  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Clinton  in  America,  who,  pitying  the  advanced  age  of 
this  wonderful  veteran,  fent  him  home  in  a  veflel  which  carried 
difpatches  for  government.  It  is  with  regret  we  mention  that 
the  only  reward  he  has  yet  received  for  all  his  wounds,  and 
ninety  years  fervice,  is  the  out-penfion  of  Chelfea-Holpital. 
Macleod,  though  a  dettroyer  of  men,  both  in  the  field  and  in 
fingle  combat,  has  been  fiilly  as  diligent  in  augmenting  as  in 
decreafing  the  numbers  of  mankind.  Indeed,  fo  very  diligent 
has  he  been  in  this  way,  and  fo  various  have  been  his  amours, 
that  he  himfclf  cannot  recoiled!:  ^the  number  of  his  children  j 
but,  befides  daughters,  he  knows  of  fixteen'  fons,  twelve  of 
whom  are  now.ferving  their  country  in  the  navy  and  army. 
The  cldeft  of  his  fons  is  eighty,  the  youngeft  nine. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  narrative,  befides  what  immediately  re¬ 
lates  to  Macleod,  the  reader  will  meet  with  fome  curious  in¬ 
formation  relative  to  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  High¬ 
landers  in  the  end  of  the  latt,  and  the  beginning  of  this 
century. 

The  truth  of  what  this  ancient  warrior  fays  of  himfelf  is  con¬ 
firmed  by  two  letters  which  appear  in  this  edition  of  the  pub¬ 
lication,  one  addreffed  to  Alexander  Macleod,  Efq.  of  Ulinitti, 
and  the  other  to  Macleod  himfelf.  They  are  written  by  Lady 
5  Clanronald. 
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^  Clanronold.  In  them  (he  acknowledges  Ae  fjibjea  of  thefc 
memoirs  for  her  couliiit  and  recommends  him,  in  the  warmeft 
terms,  to  the  compaffion  and  benevolence  of  his  other  re¬ 
lations.  ’  ,  .  O  •  f  L 

The  following  hint  to  the  Poljrgraphic  Society,  which  ap- 

i  pears  in  a  note,  we  think  worth  their  attending  to :  ‘  It  is  fub- 
"  *  mitted  to  the  Polygraphic  Society,  whether  they^  might  not 

*  employ  their  curious  art  in  a  manner  worthy  of  their  liberality, 

*  in  multiplying  exaft  likencfles  of  this  livhg  antiquity,  and 

*  circulating  them  at  an  ealy  rate  through  Britain,  Europe,  and 

*  the  world.’  Numbers,  we  dare  fay,  would  be  defirous  of 
po^efling  a  reprefentation  of  this  extraordinary  perfon,  who, 
from  his  prefent  vigour  and  adHvity  (for  we  have  feen  him),  will 
probably  attain  the  age  of  Jenkins  or  Parr. 


A' 
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Art.  IV.  Pum ;  wherein  it  is  attempted  to  defcribe  certain  Views 
of  Nature  and  of  rujiic  Manners ;  and  alfo  to  point  outy  in  fome 
injlancesy  the  different  Influence  which  the  fame  Cinumji'ances 
produce  on  ^different  Characters*  pp.  184.  8vo.  4s.  fewed. 
Johnfon.  London,  1790. 

^J^OTHING  has  more  retarded  the  progrefs  of  poetry,  ef- 
pecially  of  deferiptive  poet^,  than  the  dealers  in  Jecond^ 
hand  poetical  ware.  Inflead  ot  collecting  from  the  infinite 
variety  of  Nature^  thefc  illegitimate  children  of  the  mufes  con¬ 
tent  themfelves  with  purloining  from  their  predeceflbrs,  and 
boldly  vend  the  vamped-up  commodity  as  their  own.  This  is 
not,  in  general,  the  fault  of  the  prefent  candidate  for  public 
applaufe.  He  appears  to  have  examined  the  features  of  nature 
with  attention,  and  to  have  copied  with  correCfnefs;  and  though 
there  be  often  a  hardnefs,  and  want  of  grace  in  the  copy,  yet 
we  difeern  a  refemblance  of  the  great  archetype.  Indeed,  a 
great  part  of  his  faults  may  be^aferibed  to  his  difdaining  to  be 
the  imitator  of  an  imitation.  A  poet  is  not  to  imitate  every 
part  of  nature,  Combined  and  aiTociated  in  every  poffiblc  way. 
That  taCfy  that  fort  of  quality  which  is  called  tajie^  is  requifite 
to  make  a  proper  and  pleafing  feledion  ;  and  it  is  in  this  qua¬ 
lity  we  think  the  prefent  writer  moll  deficient.  He  is  often 
deficient  too  in  his  verfification,  and  in  poetical  expreflion :  this 
to  proceed  from  carelefTnefs,  from  a  want  of  taftc  and  of 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  language  in  which  he  writes ;  he 
publifhes  in  Englifh,  and,  from  a  variety  of  paflages,  he  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  Scotfman.  It  is  true  that  many  authors  from  that 
part  of  the  kingdom  have  difeovered  a  maftery  in  our  language; 
but  this  muft  have  been  attained  by  great  attention  and  uncealmg 
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perfevcrancc,  which  the  prefent  writer  has  either  not  beftowcdi 
or,  if  bellowed,  have  not  been  attended  with  fuccefs.  The 
author  has  introduced  a  variety  of  fubiefts,  and  has  treated 
them  either  in  blank  verfe  or  rhyme,  and  in  almoft  every  fpe‘- 
cies  of  rhyme,  as  he  judged  moft  fuitable  to  the  fubje(5t.  Of 
the  execution,  a  few  fhort  fpecimcns  will  enable  the  reader  to 
determine  for  himfelf. 

The  following  extradl  is  from  a  poem  entitled,  ^  A  Winter 
Day  :* 

*  The  night  comes  on  apace — 

Chill  blows  the  blafl,  and  drives  the  fnow  in  wreaths* 

Now  ev’ry  creature  looks  around  for  (helter> 

And,  whether  man  or  bead,  all  move  alike 
Towards  their  feveral  homes;  and  happy  they 
Who  have  a  houfe  to  fcreen  them  from  the  cold! 

Lo,  o’er  the  froft  a  rev’rend  form  advances ! 

His  hair  white  as  the  fnow  on  which  he  treads. 

His  forehead  mark’d  with  many  a  care-worn  furrow, 

Whofe  feeble  body,  bending  o’er  a  ftaff, 

Still  (hew  that  once  it  was  the  feat  of  llrength, 

Tho’  now  it  (hakes  like  fome  old  ruin’d  tow’r« 

'  Gloth’d,  indeed,  but  not  difgrac’d  with  rags. 

He  dill  maintains  that  decent  dignity 
Which  well  becomes  thofc  who  have  ferv’d  their  country# 
With  tott’ring  fteps  he  to  the  cottage  moves  : 

The  wife  within/  who  bears  his  hollow  cough. 

And  patt’ring  of  his  (tick  opon  the  thre(hold. 

Sends  out  her  little  boy  to  fee  who's  there* 

The  child  looks  up  to  view  the  (trartger’s  face. 

And,  feeing  it  enlighten’d  with  a  fmile. 

Holds  out  his  little  hand  to  lead  himrin.  > 

Rous’d  from  her  work,  the  mother  turns  her  head. 

And  fees  them,  not  ill-pleas’d.— 

The  (tranger  whines  not  with  a  piteous  tale. 

But  only  a(ks  a  little,  tc  relieve 

A  poor  old  foldier’s  wants. - 

The  gentle  matron  brings  the  ready  chair. 

And  bids  him  (it,  to  reft  his  wearied  limbs. 

And  warm  himfelf  before  her  blazing  (ire. 

The  children,  full  of  curiofity. 

Flock  round,  and,  with  their  fingers  in  their  mouths. 

Stand  daring  at  him  ;  whilft  the'^nger  pleas’d, 

.  Takes  up  the  youngeft  boy  upon  his  knee. 

Proud  of  its  feat,  it  wags  its  little  feet. 

And  prates,  and  laughs,  and  plays  with  his  white  locks* 

But  foon  the  foldier’s  face  lays  off  its  (miles ; 

His  thoughtful  mind  is  turn'd  on  other  days. 

When  his  own  boys  were  wont  to  play  a^und  hini. 

Who  now  lie  diftant  from  their  native  land 
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In  }ionourable>  but  untimely  graves.  ^ 

He  how  helplefs  and  forlorn  he  ^ 

And  bitter  tears  gufli  from  his  dim-wom  eyes*  | 

His  toilfome  daily  labour  at  an  end;  * 

In  comes  the  wearied  mafter  of  the  houfe. 

And  marks  with  fatisfadion  his  old  guelt; 

With  all  his  children  round. —  „  ^  ! 

His  honeft  heart  is  fill’d  with  manly  kindnefs  ; 

He  bids  him  fiay»  and  (hare  their  homely  me^» 

And  take  whh  them  his  quarters  for  the  nighu 
The  weary  wanderer  thankfully  accepts. 

And,  feated  with  the  cheerful  family,  *  '  ^ 

Around  the  plain  but  hofpitable  board, 

*Forgets  the  many  hardihips  he  has  pafs’d. 

*.A  DISAPPOINTMENT. 

<  ON  village  green,  whofe  fmooth  and  well*wom  ibd, 
Crofs-path’d  wiA  every  goiSp’s  foot  is  trod ; 

By  cottage  door  where  playful  children  run. 

And  cats  and  curs  lit  balking  in  the  fun : 

Where  o’er  the  earthen  feat  the  thorn  is  bent,  .  .  - 
Crofs-arm’d#  and  back  to  wall,  poor  William  lent. 

His  bonnet  broad  drawn  o*er  his  gather’d  brow. 

His  hanging  lip  and  lengthen’d  vifage  Ihew 
A  mind  but  ill  at  eafe.  With  motions  ftrange 
His  liftlefs  limbs  their  wayward  poftures  change  $ 

Whilft  many  a  crooked  line  and  curious  maze. 

With  clouted  Ihoon,  he  on  the  fand  pourtrays. 

The  half-chew’d  ftraw  fell  (lowly  from  his  mouth| 

And  to  him'felf  low  mutt’ring  fpoke  the  youth. 

*  How  fimple  is  the  lad !  and  reft  of  Ikill, 

*  Who  thinks  with  love  to  fix  a  woman’s  will : 

*  Who  ev’ry  Sunday  morn,  to  pleafe  her  light, 

*  Knots  up  his  neckcloth  gay,  apd  hofen  white  ; 

^  Who  for  her  pleafure  keeps  his  pockets  bare, 

*  And  half  his  wages  fpends  on  pedlar's  ware ; 

*  When  every  niggard  clown,  or  dourd  old, 

*  Who  hides  in  mcret  nooks  his  oft  told  gold,  ' 

*  Whofe  field  or  orchard  tempts  with  all  her  prides 

*  At  little  coft  may  win  her  for  his  bride ; 

^  Whilft  all  the  meed  her  filly  lover  gains 

*  Is  but  the  neighbours*  jeering  for  his  pains. 

*  On  Sunday  laft,  when  Sufan’s  banns  were  read, 

*  And  I  allonilh’d  fat  with  hanging  head, 

*  Cold  grew  my  Ihrinking  limbs,  and  loofe  my  knee, 

^  Whilft  every  neighbour’s  eye  was  fix’d  on  me. 

*  Ah,  Sue !  when  laft  we  work’d  at  Hodge's  hay, 

*  And  Hill  at  me  you  jeer'd  in  wanton  play ; 

*  When  laft  at  fair,  well  pleas’d  by  Ihowman’s  ftahd,' 

•You  took  the  new-bought  fairing  from  my  hand; 

B  2  ^  Whea 
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*  When  It  old  Hobb*s  you  fung  that  fonn  fo  gayi 

*  Sweet  William  fiill  the  burthen  of  the  lay^ 

*  1  little  thoueht*  alas!  the  lots.u*ere  caft, 

*  That  thou  lEoold’ft  be  aoothci^s  bride  at  laft  % 

<  And  had,  when  lafl  we  tripp’d  it  on  the  gr^n» 

*  And  laugh’d  at  ftiff-back’d  Rob,  Itaall  thought  I  ween^ 

*  Ere  yet  another  fcanty  month  was  flown, 

*  To  fee  thee  wedded  to  the  hateful  ^own, 

<  Ay,  fucky  fwain  !  more  ffold  thy  pockets  line ; 

<  But  did  thefe  ihapely  limbs  rtfemble  thine; 

*  rd  flay  at  home,  and  tend  the  houiebold  geer, 

*  Nor  on  the  green  with  other  lads  appear. 

*  Ay,  lucky  Iwain !  no  ftore  thy  cottage  lacks, 

*  And  round  ihy  bam  thick  Hand  the  flielter’d  ibeksf 

*  But  did  fuch  features  hard  my  vUage  grace, 

*  I’d  neyer  budge  the  bonnet  from  my  face. 

*  Yet  let  it  be ;  it  (hall  not  break  my  eafe : 

*  He  beft  deferves  who  doth  the  maiden  pleafe* 

^  Such  filly  caufe  no  more  (hall  give  me  pain, 

<  Nor  ever  maiden  crofs  my  reft  again. 

*  Such  griazly  fuitors  with  their  tafte  agree, 

*  And  the  black  fiend  may  take  them  ml  for  me  !* 

*  Now  thro’  the  village  rife  confufed  founds, 

Hoarfc  lads,  and  children  (hrill,  and  yelping  hounds 
Straight  ev’ry  matron  at  the  door  is  (eei\^ 

And  paufmg  hedgers  on  their  mattocks  1^. 

At  every  narrow  lane,  and  allev  mouth. 

Loud  laughing  lalTes  ftand,  and  jokbg  youth.  , 

A  near  approaching  band  in  colours  gay, 

\Vi^  minltrels  blythe  before  to  cheer  the  way, 

Fiom  clouds  of  curling  duft  which  onward 
III  rural  fplendor  break  upon  the  eye. 

As  in  their  way  they  hold  fo  gayly  on. 

Caps,  beads,  and  buttons,  glancing  in  the  fun,' 

Each  village  wag,  with  eye  of  roguifh  caft. 

Some  maiden  jogs,  and  vents  the  ready  jeft ; 

Whilft  village  toafts  the  pafling  belles  deride. 

And  fober  matrons  marvel  at  their  pride. 

Bat  William,  head  eredl,  with  fettled  brow. 

In  fullen  filcncc  view’d  the  pafling  (hew ; 

And  oft*  he  fcratch’d  his  pate  with  manful  grace. 

And  fcorn’d  to  pull  the  bonnet  o'er  his  face ; 

But  did  with  Ready  look  unmoved  wait. 

Till  hindmoft  man  had  turn’d  the  churchyard  gate; 
Then  turn'd  him  to  his  cot  with  vifage  flat. 

Where  hoiicftTray  upon  the  thre(hold  fat.  . 

Up  jump’d  the  kindly  beaft  his  hand  to  lick. 

And,  for  his  pains,  receiv’d  an  angry  kick. 

Loud  (huts  the  flapping  door  with  thund’ring  din;  ' 
The  echoes  round  their  circling  couife  begin. 
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Ftom  cot  to  oof 9  in  wide  progreSire  fwellf 

Deep  groans  the  churchyard  wall  and  ncighbViiig  detl* 

And  Tray,  refponfivet  joins  with  long  and  piteous  yclL 

«  A  Cntto  to  his  fick  GaAMDFATKta* 

•  GRAND- DAD,  they  fay  your  dd  and  fiailj 
Your  ftocked  I  gs  he^  to  fail : 

Voiir  nobbed  Itick  (that  was  my  h'orle) 

Can  fcarce  fupport  your  bended  corfe  ; 

While  back  to  wall*  you  lean  fo  fad, 

I*m  vex*d  to  fee  you*  dad. .  * 

You  usM  to  fmile,  and  flroke  my  head^ 

And  tell  me  how  good  children  did  ^ 

But  now  1  wot  not  how  it  be,  >  < 

You  take  me  feldom  on  your  knee  f 

Yet  ne'erthelefs  i  am  right  glad  ^  ^ 

To  fit  befide  yottt'dad.  ^ 

liow  lank  and  thin  your  beard  haogf  down  ! 

Scant  are  the  white  hairs  on  your  crown : 

How'wan  and  hollow  are  your  cheeks 

Your  brow  h  rough  with  croffing  breaks;  * 

Bnt  yet*  for  all  his  firength  is  Hed* 

1  love  my  own  old  dad. 

Yhe  hoofewives  round  their  potions  brew. 

And  golTips  come  to  a(k  for  you :  . 

And  tor  your  weal  each  neighbour,  cares# 

And  good  men  kneel*  and  fay  their  pray’rs  |  ‘ 

And  ey’ry  body  looks  fo  fad*' 

When  you  are  ailing,  dad. 

You  will  not  die*  and  leave  us  thenf 
Roufe  up  and  be  our  dad  again. 

When  you  are  quiet  laid  in  bed* 

Wc*ll  doff  our  fhoes  and  foftly  tread  ; 

And  when  you  wake  we’ll  aye  be  near,  1 

To  fill  old  dad  bis  cheer. 

When  tfiro’  the  houfc  you  (hift  your  ftand# 
ni  lead  you  kindly  by  the  hand : 

When  dinner’s  fet.  I’ll  with*  you  bide. 

And  aye  be  Jerving  by  your  fide : 

And  when  the  weary  fire  burnt  blue# 

I’ll  fit  and  talk  with  you.  '  * 

I  have  a  tale  both  long  and  good,  ~ , 

About  a  parclet  and  her  bro^ ; 

And  cunning  greedy  fox,  that  ftole. 

By  dead  of  midnight  through  a  holci 
Which  flyly  to  the  hen-rooft  kd^ 

YP4  loyc  a  ftory,*  dad  ? 
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And  thcn  l  K^ve.awondVous  talc 
Of  men  alidad  in*  coats  of  mail. 

With  glitt’ring  Iworcb— you  nod;  I  think  ? 

Your  fixed  eyes  bcpn  to  wink : 

Down  on  your  bofoin  finks  vour  heful :  . .  ‘ 

You  do  not  Hear  niei  dad.’ 

We  have  not  room  to  give  farther  fpecimens  of  the  various 
ftylcs  of  poetry  which  appear  in  this  publication ;  the  author  has 
tried  his  ftrength  in  the  Ode^  in  Imitations  of  the  Old  Englilh 
Ballad,  and  of  Ofllian,  with  confidorable  fuccefs.  Genius,  and 
adherence  to  nature,  are  always  difcernible,  but  and  cor- 
refbiefs  are  often  wiring ;  yet  there  is  frequently  a  hajppinefs 
of  exprelfion  which  forcibly  paints  the  idea  it  means  to  convey, 
of  which  we  give  the  following  as  an  example :  ' 

f  But  will  thefe  fancies  never  ceafe  f  i 

O,  would  the  night  were. run!  4 
My  troubled  foul  can  find  no^ peace- 

But  with  the  morning  fun.  t 

Vain  hope !  the  guilty  never  reft ;  ^  * 

Difmay  is  always  near :  .  .  * 

There  is  a  midnight  in  the  breafi  ^  .  I 

No  morn  (hall  ever  cheer.’ 

As  an  oppofite  example,  the  following  couplet,  among  many 
others,  may  be  cited.  Wifhirig  to  pmnt  the  coquetry  of  a 
village  toaft,  the  author  fays,  ;  "  /  ‘  • 

*  She  waves  her  arm,  and  Jbake$  hr  had  at  thm,  ^ 

And  then  renews  her  work  viixh^double  fpirit^ 

»  *  •  % 

The  words  in  italics,  inftead  of  pourtraying  Ae  gay,  Ae  play¬ 
ful,  and  the  fimple,  imprefs  us  lyith  the  idea  of  Ae  ridiculous 
and  burlefque.  There  is  a  baAos  too,  and  want  of  tafte,  in  Ae 
following  defeription  of  a’ghoft: 

.  *  And  bended  was  his  graceful  height. 

And  bloodjf  were  his  clothsJ*  \ 

Frequent  inftances  of  what  are  called  ScottIcIJms  appear-!-foIcmn 
is  accented  on  ^e  laft  fyllable,  the  plural  s  is  added  to  the  plu¬ 
ral  lineny  &c. 

The  bu(y  maid 

,  Spreads  out  her  fno>yy'linenj  to  Ae  fun.’ 

f 

We  know  not  if  the  following  Be  a  Scotticifm,  but  it  is  -cer¬ 
tainly  not  Englifli :  .  '  .  ; 

f  fhe  tbfmfing  l^fs  the  flinty  pebbles 
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champing  is  die  aftion  of  the  Utth^  and  not  of  the  boofu  But 
iVe  will  proceed  no  huther  in  this  ipecies  of  criticifin :  time  and 
ttention  will  give  to  the  prefent  author  what  he  feems  to  want, 
hile  no  time  nor  care  will  give  to  many  a  would-be  poet  of 
e  day  thofe  qualities  which  he  pofTelTes. 


RT.  V.  A  Piiturt  af  Italy.  Tranfiated  from  the  Original  Ger^ 
man  of  W.  de  ArchenholtZy  formerly  a  Captain  in  the  PruJJidn 

S  Service^  by  Jofepb  Trappy  A,  M,  8vo.  2  vols.  6s.  Ko- 
binfons.  London,  lyQi* 

N  this  Picture  (in  which,  however,  there  is  neither  colour 
^  nor  deftgn)  we  can  difeover  nothing  but  the  dull,  dry  detail  of 
mere  Ciceront.  From  beginning  to  end  we  are  fatigued  with 
ihe  monotonous  cant  of  an  Italian  fhowman.  ^  Here  you  fhall 
^  fee  the  great,  glorious,  grand,  and  magnificent  temple  of 
^  Jupiter  Capitolinus!  Here  is  the  wonderful  Strada  ,de 
•  Balbi ;  here  is  the  fuperb  maufoleum  of  the  Scipios,  renowned 
Vin  battles  and  there  is  the  furprifing  image  of  the  Virgin 
^  Mary/ 

,  ?  In  mort,  we  find  in  this  performance  a  tolerably  accurate 
Iptalogue  of  the  ftreets,  bridges,  temples,  and  other  claffical 
"curiofities  of  Italy;  but  with  refpedt  to  juft  delineation  of  the 

Sanners  and  cuftoms  of  the  modern  Italians,  or  philofophic 
ifervations  on  the  ftate  of  ancient  Italy,  the  reader  will  look 
|br  them  in  vain.  Whenever  the  author  attempts  to  reafon 
Jwhich,  to  do  him  juftice,  is  very  feldom),  he  never  fails  to 
exhibit  the  moft  rifible  impotence  of  mind.  For  example : 

i  *  Here  remain  ftill  fome  pillars  of  the  ancient  temple  of  Jupiter, 
If  hich  ftrike  the  fenfes  with  the  moft  lively  remembrance  of  this  fane* 
Ifary  of  the  ancient  B>omans.  It  was  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Francis  when 
Ip  for  the  firit  time,  entered  this  church,  and  heard  an  excellent 
mufical  performance  :  ybou  aft  or  y  my  mtnd  quite  lo/f  in  the  depth  of 
HuditatioHSn  This  fpot  was,  I  may  fay,  the  centre  of  the  earth,  thp 
freateft  fanfluary  of  one  of  the  moft  enlightened  nations  of  the  an- 
jSent  world  ;  a  nation  which  confidered  the  kingdoms  of  all  zones  as 
Vack-buildings  to  the  Capitol.  Here  were  kept  the  books  of  the* 
Sybil ;  here  were  the  twelve  facred  (hields,  which,  according  to 
avy,  hung  on  the  pillars  of  the  temple.  *  Jupiter’s  ftatue  was  of 
saflive  gold ;  that  of  the  goddefs  of  vidtory  was  of  the  fame  precious 
l^eta],  and  weighed  jao  pounds.  The  pillars  of  this  magnificent 
isdiftce  were  taken  by  Sylla  from  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Olympus,  and. 
brought  to  Rome.  Immenfe  have  been  the  treafures  of  this  capito* 
line  temple ;  it  contained  the  prefents  of  conquered  kings  and  na» 
|:lons,  a  great  number  of  golden  crpwns  and  vafes,  ‘pfecious  ftones^* 
fiatues  of  marble  and  metal,  pidlyrcs,  implements  of  war  taken  a?  ’ 
I  '  '  B  4  •  *  bootyj 
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booty,  trophies,  and  a  great  nmnber  of  arms,  offered  ap  by  faipous  j 
warriors  by  way  of  a  vow.  On  the  fides  of  the  tepple,  tablei  of 
bronae  were  hanging,  on  which  the  Roman  laws  have  beep  engraved*  ; 
The  coDtraft  of  thofe  times  with  our  own,  is  no  where  more  rari|cing 
than  here.  Infiead  of  all  this  wealth,  we  behold  a  fet  of  miferaUe, 
fmntty  Francifean  friars,  who  have  made  the  vow  of  poverty,  and 
intruded,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred,  upon  that  mcred  fpot  of  ^ 
ground ;  and,  what  renders  the  contraft  more  p'erfeft,  is  the  p  , 
outfide  of  the  building,  which  looks  like  a  village  church.*  ^ 

A  confiderable  (hare  of  the  ridicule  of  this  performance^  m 
however,  may  perhaps  be  attributed  to  the  tranflator,  who  ap-  W 
pears  to  be  a  foreigner,  not  ri^uch  verfed  in  the  language  iit 
which  he  has  attempted  to  e^ibit  his  author.  As  a  Tpecimen 
of  his  £ngli(h  the  following  padages  will  fuffice : 

*  The  ancient  Romans  mai/g  their  dependence  upon  the  Greeks. 

*  When  Taffo  obtained  upon  it  the  poetic  crown,  Europe  re-echoes 
with  applaufe  till  now,  two  hundred  years  after  his  death. 

'  *  I  ^ferved,  that  in  all  the  cities  of  Europe  1  have  feen,  none 
lacks  more  for  bandfome  ladies  than  this. 

*  But  what  outweighs  every  confideration  is,  the  author^s  liberal 
and  candid  way  of  thinking  in  retrofpeQ  to  this  nation. 

‘  Nay,  thoufands  of  the  rabble  are  convinced  that  the  proteilants, 
from  a  bodily  mark,  are  like  branded  by  God  for  everlalHng  dam* 
nation.’——- , 

But,  from  what  we  have  already  obferved,  Ac  curiofity  of  Ae 
reader  will  }n  all  probability  be  fufficiently  gratified. 


Art.  VI.  Vindicia  Galilca:  Defence  of  the  French  Revolution 
and  its  Englijh  Admirers^  againji  the  Accufaitem  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Edmund  Burke }  inclining  fome  Stridlures  on  the  late  Pro^ 
dtUfion  of  Monf  dt  Calonne.  By  fames  Maciintojh.  '  8vo. 
pp*  35i*  Ss.' iewed.  Robinfons.  London,  1791. 

nEBELLIONS  againft  Jawful  government  have  often 
been-  the  ii^eans  of  (Ircpgthening  that  power  which  ;bcy 
were  intended  to  fubvert.  Attacks  on  truth  have  frequently 
increafed  Ac  extent  and  force  of  its  dominion.  Doctrines  in- 
telledually  erroneous,  or  wilfully  falfe,  have  called  forth  able 
opponents,  whofe  powers,  but  for  them,  would  not  have  been 
exerted.  The  Ariffotelian  metaphyfics  excit^  the  genius  of 
Bacon  to  expofe  their  abfurdity,  and  to  point  out  the  only  road 
to  knowledge.  To  Filmer  we  owe  Locke’s  treatife  on  govern¬ 
ment.  The  philofophy  of  Hume  produced  Reid's  inquiry. 
•  Never  has  the  invafion  of  tfuA  proved  prodqclivc  of  more  ad- 
yant^e  to  Ae  power  attack^  than  in  ^e  cafe  of  Mr.  Burke'^s 
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er  on  the  French  revolution. .  The  ingenuity  and  the  fplen- 


our  of  that  work-,  the  general  imporunce  of  the  fubjea-,  its 
culiar  confcquence  at  the  fcafon  of  publication;  united  to 
nder  it  an  object  of  general  animadverfion.  The  charafier 
fif  the  jiwthor,  his  r^nh  in  the  community,  and  the  occafton  of 
Ais  broaching  his  opinion^  added.'nn  adventitious  confequencc 
to  the  original  value.  It  impofcd  pn  the  ignorant  by  its  br?l- 
“‘ant  declamation ;  it  pleafcd  the  prejudiced,  by  coinciding  with 
leir  prepofleffions;  it  foothed  the  intercftcd,  by  favouring  their 
,  Ififlincfsj  it  offended  the  rationally  impartial,  by  fupporting; 
abfurdityj  and  the  friends  of  human  right?,  by  defending  de- 
‘^  reflxon  and  flavery.  Many  able  men  advanped  to  combat 
[r.  Burke ;  but,  among  thefe,  fome  anfwered  too  frequently 
clamation  by  declamation,  excefs  bv  excefs,  arraigning  the 
Author’s  motives  for  writing,  inftead  of  confuting  what  he 
^rote  j  while  others  anfwered  parts  ably,  without  takinjg  a  com- 
rehenfive  view  of  the  whole.  Mr.  Mackintolh  does  not  at> 
ck  Mr.  Burke,  but  his  book  ;  overturns  declamatory  fophiffry 
hy  argument,  adheres  to  the  queftion,  and  difeuffes  It,  not  par-  ' 
iWly,  but  completely.  To  the  friends  of  monarchy,  arifto- 
cracy,  and  hierarchy,  he  will  no  doubt  appear  to  lean  too  much 
to  the  democratical  fide.  But  even  thefe  will  admire  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  his  performance,  though,  from  education,  prejudice,^ 
or  intereil;,  they  may  not  approve  of  his  principles.  Many  will 
^  converted  by  his  clear  and  forcible  arguments,  and  fome  per¬ 
haps  win  imagine  that  they  adopt  his  principles,  as  they  did' 
|Mr.  Burke’s,  without  underftanding  the  one  or  the  other. 

The  V1NDICI.K  Gallic.^  may  be  confidered  under  three 
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Igeneral  heads.  Hillpry,  reafoning,_and  fentiment.  As  a  hif-- 
tory,  it  exhibits  a  great  fyftem  of  adlions  dire£fed  to  the  mo-' 

th( 


mentous  end  of  making  the  happinefs  of  a  powerful  nation,  in- 
^llead  of  being  fubjedl  to  the  caprice '  of  an  individual,  depend 
'In  the  general  wifdom  and  general  virtue.  Having  one  great 
jpbjeft  always  in  view,  the  v  indici*  Gallic®  poffefs  hiftorical 
;  unity.  The  author  prefents  many  parts  in  themfelves  feparate 
^and  diftindl,  but  conftituti^  one  whole.  . 

The  ftate  in  which  the  ^ench  were ;  .the  caufes  that  led  to 
the  change  pf  that  ftate;  the  means  employed ;  the  difficulties 
encountered  and  furmounted;  the  change;  the  meafures  em¬ 
braced  to  render  it  permanent ;  are  all  links  of  a  great  rhaln 
eonnedling  defpotifm  with  freedom. 

The.  narration  is  concilp  and  complete.  From  the  feledtion 
of  circumftances  and  the  arrangement,  it  is  'ftriking  and  im- 
preffive,  though  fometimes  not  free  from  obfeurity; 

Mr.  Mackintofti  agrees  wirfi  other  enlightened  writers  jn  af- 
frjhing  the  revolution  chiefly  to  genersd  caufes,  Reafon  being 

exerted^ 
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exerted,  had  difeovered  to  men  their  rights ;  when  they  knew 
them,  they  felt  their  value,  and  aflerted  them  in  the  fece  pf  pre- 
fcription  and  tyranny.  He  deferibes,  in  juft  and  glowing  co¬ 
lours,  ignorance,  fuperftition,  and  prejudice,  flying  before  rea. 
fon  ;  prieftcraft  and  kingcraft  conquered  by^their  irreconcileablc 
enemy  common-ftnfe.  ^As  a  reafoner,  Mr.  Mackintolh  difplayg 
acutenefs  and  ftrength.  He  lays  open  falfehood,  fophiftry,  and 
error,  however  varnifticd  or  hidden ;  explains  and  enforces  truth* 
Though  fometimes  dilated,  his  reafoning  is  generally  com. 
preflfed.  His  arguments  on  difficult  fubje6b  can  refult  only 
from  a  vigorous  mind.  An  enlightened  underftanding  is  gene-- 
rally  accompanied  by  liberal  fentiments.  ' 

As  the  author  fees  men’s  rights  he  feels  their  value,  and  wifhes 
them  to  be  enjoyed*  ^ 

We  Chall  give  our  readers  a  (ketch  of  the  plan,  and  (hall 
*  quote  fpecimens  of  the  execution* 

'  Leaving  thofe  parts  of  Mr.  Burke*s  pamphlet  which  are  ex^ 
traneous,  he  confiders  only  thofe  topics  that  relate  to  the  fub- 

{*e£l.  His  refutation  is  comprifed  under  the  five  following 
leads : 

I.  The  general  expediency  and  neceflity  of  a  revolution  in 
France. 

II.  The  compofition  and  charafter  of  the  National  AflTembly 
confidered* 

III.  The  popular  excefles  which  attended,  or  followed  the 
revolution.  .  ^ 

IV.  The  new  conftitutiqn  of  France. 

V.  The  conduft  of  its  Englifh  admirers  juft ified. 

With  this  reply  to  Mr.  Burke  are  mingled  fome  ftridlures  on 
M.  Calonne^s  publication. 

To  lay  the  foundation  of  his  proof  of  the  firft  head,  he  gives 
an  hiftorical  account  of  the  date  of  France  previous  to  the 
■  meeting  of  the  National  Aflembly,  and  after  the  meeting  of  that 
body.  He  commences  with  a  defeription  of  the  charadler  and 
purfuits  of  the  defpots  of  Bourbon,  and  marks  the  cffedls  of 
both,  immediate  and  remote.  His  charafter  of  Louis  XIV.  we 
ifiall  give  to  the  reader : 

♦  His  highe(|  praile  is  to  have  fupported  the  ftage  - trick  of  royalty 
with  effedt ;  and  it  is  finely  difficult  to  conceive  any  charader  more 
odious  and  defpicable  than  that  of  a  puny  libertine>  who*  under  the 
frown  of  a  (trumpet*  or  a  monk*  iflues  the  mandate  that  is  to  murder 
fo  many  virtuous  ddzens,  to  defolate  fo  many  happy  and  peaceful 
hamlets,  to  wring  fo  many  agonizing  tears  from  widows  and  orphans. 
Heroifm.has  a  fplcndour  that  aimpft  atones  for  its  exceffes ;  but  what 
ihall  we  think  of  the  wretch  who,  without  hazarding  his  own  life, 
from  the  luxurious  and  daflardly  fecurity  in  which  he  wallows  a: 

Verfaillca, 
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irfiulles,  Mues,  with  the  atmoft  (^Inefs  and  calmnefi),  his  orders 
butcher  the  proteftants  of  his  own  kingdom,  or  to  lay  in  afhes  the 
'ages  of  the  Palatinate  i  On  the  recoUeilion  of  fuch  fcenes,  as  a 
liar,  I  blufii  for  the  prollitation  of  letters ;  as  a  nun,  1  blulh  for 
patience  of  homanity. 

But  the  defpotifm  of  this  reign  was  pregnant  with  the  great 
nts  which  have  fignalifed  our  age.  It  foBered  that  literature 
ich  was  one  day  delUned  to  defiroy  it.  Its  profligate  conquefts 
e  eventually  proved  the  acquifltions  of  humanity ;  and  the  ufurp- 
ins  of  Louis  XIV.  have  ferved  only  to  add  a  large  portion  to  the, 
at  body  of  freemen.’ 


'hen  follows  in  order  an  account  of  the  enormous  debt 
lich  the  extravagance  and  ambition  of  the  court  had  caufed, 
’awi  of  the  aiTembling  of  the  Notables  by  M.  Caloniie.  The. 
various  events  from  that  time  to  the  meeting  of  the  National 
l^jkmbly,  are  recorded  with  an  accuracy  ana  dignity  .worthy  of 
i^ir  importance.  Their  caufes  are  unfolded  with  philofophi^ 
o4  acutenefs.  He  defends  the  conduct  of  the  third  eftate  in 
inufting  upon  ailembling  in  one  chamber }  becaufe,  had  there 
been  three,  from  the  coincidence  of  the  intereft,  and  preju- 
dkks  of  the  other  two  orders,  they  muft  have  voted  on  the  fame 
fide ;  confequently  their  meeting  would,  have  been  ufelefs.  He 
dj^roves  the  pretended  fedui^ion  of  the  French  troops  by  pro- 
iqped  pay,  and  deduces  their  juni^ion  of  the  nation  from  parti- 
‘pation  of  the  rapidly  fpreading  fpirit  of  liberty. 

[By  the'  revolt  of  Paris,  and  the  defedlion  of  the  army,  he 
intends  that  the  monarchy  was  overturned ;  that  the '  whole 
power  of  France  devolved  on  the  National  AfTembly.  Here 
we  (hall  quote  his  own  words : 


i  *  They  had  been  afTembled  as  an  ordinary  legiflature  under  exifl- 
iag  laws.  They  were  transformed  by  thefe  events  into  aNATiONAL 
Convention,  and  veiled  with  powers  to  organife  a  government. 
It  is  in  v^  that  thw  adverfaries  conteft  this  aflertion  by  appealing 
to  the  defidency  of  forms.  It  is  in  vain  to  demand  the  legal  inftrn- 
ment  that  changed  their  conflitution,  and  extended  their  powers. 
Accurate  forms  in  the  conveyance  of  power  are  prelcribed  by  the 
wifdom  of  law,  in  the  regular  adminillration  of  Hates.  But  great 
revolutions  are  too  immenie  for  technical  formality.  All  the  fanaion 
t^t  can  be  hoped  for  in  fuch  events,  is  the  voice  of  the  people,  how- 
e|er  informally  and  irregularly  exprelTed.  This  cannot  be  pretended 
to  have  been  wanted  in  France.  Every  other  fpedes  of  authority 
was  ann'ihilated  by  popular  ads,  but  that  of  die  Hates  general.  On 
them,  therefore,  devolved  the  duty  of  exercifing  their  unlimiud  truH, 
tccording  to  their  beH  views  of  general  intereHl  Their  enemies 
have,  even  in  their  invedives,  confefled  the  fub/equent  adkertnct  of 
4e  people ;  for  they  have  inveighed  againH  it  as  the  infatuation  of 
♦dire  fanatidfm.  The  authority  of  tl^e  AflTembly  was  then  firH  con- 
'  '  ferred 
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fmcd  on  it  public  confidence ;  and  its  afts  have  been  fince  ratified 
hy  public  appixK>ation.’ 

His  arguments  on  the  fuppreffion  of  parliaments  we  think 
unanfwerable.  ^  Judges,’  fays  he,  ^  who  regarded  the  right  o( 

^  dlfpenfing  juftice  as  a  marketable  commodity^  could  neither  b« 

^  fit  organs  of  equitable  laws,  nor  fuitable  magiftrates  to  a  free 

*  ftate.  They  were  a  corporation,  and  confequently  had  appro- 
^  priated  part  of  the  general  right.  The  nobility  and  clergy  were 
^  corporations  alfo,  and  pofle/Ted  immunities  inconGftent  with 

*  the  general  good.  Bo^  orders  were  attached  to  the  old  go- 
<  vernment,  ai^  inimical  to  the  revolution.’  He  contends  that 
the  fuppreilion  of  the  nobility  was  iieceflary  for  the  fecurity  o( 
die  national  freedom. 

He  proves  that  the  lands  occupied  by  the  church  are  not  the 
property  of  its  members ;  only  modes  of  paying  falaries  to  one 
defer iption  of  fervants.  The  French,  on  an  emergency,  be 
iays,  have  only  reduced  the  (alaries  of  their  fervants,  and  (up- 
preded  fuperfluous  places. 

He  proceeds  aext  to  combat  Mr.  Burke’s  aflertion,  that,  in  ^ 
the  change  eiFedked,  the  National  AfTembly  had  abandoned  ex*  ^ 
perience,  and  betaken  themfelves  to  illufivc  theory : 

*  Experience  may,  both  in  the  arts  and  in  the  conduA  of  human  |j 

Efe,  be  regarded  in  a  double  view,  either  as  furnifhing  models^  or  ^ 

friudflis.  An  artid  who  frames  his  machine  in  exaA  imitation  ol  w 
kis  predeceffor,  is  in  the  frft  ftnfe  faid  to  be  guided  by  cxperience,|^  # 
In  this  fenfe  all  improvements  of  human  life  have  been  doviafioas  from^^  ^ 
cacperjcnce.  The  firft  vifionary  innovator  was  the  iavage  who  buikS  S 
acabip,  or  covered  hlmfelf  with  a  rug.  If  this  be’ experience,  ® 

is  degraded  to  the  unirnproveable  level  of  the  inftinfHvc  animal— but, £  ^ 
in  the  feebnd  acceptation,  an  artid  is  faid  to  be  guided  by  experienced 
when  the  infpeAion  of  a  machine  difeovers  to  him  principles  which  w  n 
teach  him  to  improve  it,  or  when  the  comparifon  of  many,  both  witbm  he 
refpcA  to  their  excellencies  and  defeAs,  enables  him  to  frame  another^  it 
more  perfeA  machine,  different  from  any  he  had  examined.  In  tbliK  a 
latM  fenfe,  the  Nationd  AfTembly  have  perpetually  availed  tbem*|F  d 
feives  of  experience.’  V  ^ 

He  concludes  this  bead  with  fo^owing  refl^Aions ; 

•  Whatever  be  the  ultimate  fate  of  the  French  revolutionids,  the|tl  0, 
friends  of  freedom  mud  ever  confider  them  as  the  authors  of  theHl 
greated  aitemft  that  has  hitherto  been  made  in  the  caufe  of  mao.  ^ 
They  never  can  ccafe  to  rrioice,  that,  amid  the  long  catalogue  of  ca¬ 
lamities  and  crimes  which  blacken  human  annals,  the  year  1789  ha) 
fornilhed  one  fpot  on  which  the  eye  of  humanity  may  with  comp! 
cence  dwell.’ 

In  treating  of  Ac  compofition  of  the  National  Aflcmbly,  be 
proves,  that,  were  it  fucb  as  Mr»  Burke  reprefentei,  the  rank 
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1  charader  of  the  agents  do  not  change  the  nature  of  the 
ion.  Next,  that  the  greater  number  of  the  members  are  not 


■the  defcription  aflerted  by  Mr.  Burke. 

^tHe  obferves  on  the  third  head,  that  no  great  revcdution  can 
be  accomplilhed  without  excefl'cs  at  which  humanity  revolts. 

tO^e  friends  of  freedom  feel  thefe  evils  : 

The  only  humanity/  he  fay*,  *  which,  in  the  great  afiairs  of 
,  daims  their  refp^,  is  that  manly  and  expanded  humanity 
;h  fixe*  iu  fteady  eye  on  the  objedt  of  general  happinefs.  The 
Mfibility  which  (hrbks  at  a  prefent  eviU  without  extending  its 
to  future  good,  it  not  a  virtue,  for  it  is  not  a  quality  beneficial 
tOimankind:  it  would  arreft  the  arm  of  a  furgeon  in  amputating  a  . 
gangrened  limb,  or  the  hand  of  a  judge  in  figmng  the  femeoce  of  a 
Jlrricide.’ 

We  are  not,  agreeably  to  morals,  he  proceeds,  to  decline  the 
'pgrfiilr  of  a  good  which  our  duty  preferibes  to  us,  becaufe  we 
"Iwefee  that  fome  partial  evil  will  arife  from  it.  He  fliews,  from 
hiftory,  that  other  nations  have  paid  a  high  price  for  freedom. 

details  the  excefles  of  the  French,  and  proves  that  Mr. 
Burke  is  often  incorred  in  point  of  fadt,  and  wrong  in  the  ge- 
ne^l  drain  of  his  arguments.  From  the  detail  he  Ihews  that 
the  evil  fuffered  bore  a  very  fmall  proportion  to  the  good  gained. 
He  difeufles,  with  great  acutenefs,  Burke’s  account  of  the  eiFedt 
of  chiva'ry. 

^ .  On  the  new  conftitution  of  France,  he  firft  defends  the  grand 
Aoretit  principle ;  then  delineates  and  defends  their  molt  im- 
^rtant  pra£tical  inftitution.  The  theoretic  principle  is,  that 
^fae  objed  of  all  legitimate  government  is  the  alTertion  and  pro* 
lildtion  of  the  natural  rights  of  men. 

'l#^r.  Burke’s  allertion,  that  men,  by  entering  into  fociety,  fur- 
Hioder  ALL  their  natural  rights,  he  controverts.  I'hey  only, 
he  contends,  furrender  thole  pow.rt  which,  in  their  exercife, 
might  be  injurious  to  another.  In  his  general  reafoning  he 
^:^ees  with  Locke  and  other  approved  defenders  of  liberty.**  His 
4Klineation  of  the  French  conftitution  is  very  accurate.  Thofc 
who  have  not  ftudied  it,  will  here  find  valuable  information. 

F  ”  The  fifth  head,  though  rather  an  appendix  than  a  part  of  the 
I  yindiciae  Gallicae,  contains  a  refutation  of  Burke’s  arguments 
-  our  own  revolution,  1688,  and  a  juftification  cf  the  Englilh 
l^mirers  of  that  of  the  French.  . 

^  5  Though  we  apprpve  of  the  g^nei-aV ‘plan*  and  execution  of  the 
^ork,  there  are  pqfitions  in  it,  tp.wJlich  we  cannot  fubferibe. 
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England.  There  he  contends  that  the  two  members  of  the  le« 
giflatur^  are  ruled  by  the  fame  clafs  of  men.  Though  that  were 
the  fadi,  yet  it  would  not  prove  his  portion ;  for  even  if  the 
reciprocal  control  of  the  different  parts  of  the  degiflature  in 
England .  were  nominal,  not  real,  that  would  not  prove  every 
counterpoife  nominal,  not  real* 

I'he  licence  of  the  people  at  Rome  was  reftrained  by  the»fe- 
nate.  'I'he  ufurpation  and  arrogance  of  the  fenate  was  con- 
trolled  by  the  people.  When  either  fcale  greatly  preponderated, 
oppreffion  or  anarchy  was  the  confequence. 

But  if  we  attend  to  the  hiftory  of  England,  we  (hall  find  that 
when  the  power  of  tl^c  Commons  overbalanced  that  of  the  Peers, 
very  bad  confequences ‘followed;  witnefs  the  latter  years  of 
Charles  I. ;  an  inftance  more  ftriking  and  more  important  than 
the  rejedion  of  the  peerage  bill.  Though  generally  a  juft  and 
fair  reafoner,  Mr.  Mackintofli  fometimes  adduces  topics  not  to 
the  point.  To  prove  the  pernicious  tendency  of  fome  pofitions 
of  'Mr.  Burke,  he  (hews  a  refemblance  between  them  and  doc¬ 
trines  advanced  by  Judge  Jefferies.  The  charafter  of  Jefferies, 
however  exceptionable,  is  not  that  which  proves  the  badnefs  of 
the  doftrines  he  fupports. 

As  there  are  no  ideas  in  the  mind  of  man  but  fuch  as  are  de¬ 
rived  from  external  or  extrinfical  objefts,  it  is  perfedly  unne- 
ceffary  for  a  writer  to  declare  the  occafions  or  fources  of  his 
information,  unlefs  he  thereby  intends  to  add  weight  to  an  ar¬ 
gument,  to  afeertain  a  fa(ft,  or  to  do  honour  to  a  chara£fer»  We 
therefore  wonder  that  Mr.  Mackintofli  fliould  excit^,  but  not 
gratify  the  curiofity  of  his  reader,  by  aferibing  feveral  ideas  in 
his  performance  to  others,  without  mentioning,  or  fo  much  as 
hinting,  at  their  names.  ^  It  was  time,  as  has  been  wifely  and 
^  eloquently  /aid,  that  legiflators,  inftead  of  that  narrow  and 
^  daftardly  coafting,  which  never  ventures  to  lofe  fight  of 
^  ufage  and  precedent,  fliould,  guided  by  the  polarity  of  reafoh, 
^  hazard  a  bolder  navigation,*  &c.  The  writer  to  whom  this 
allufion  is  made,  is  the  author  of  the  article  National  Affairs  in 
the  English  Review  for  July,  1790,  p.  76.  Mr.  Mackintofli 
having  very  juftly  obferved  that  ^  geometry  bears  nearly  the 

*  fame  relation  to  mechanics  that  abftraft  reafon  does  to  po- 
‘  litics,*  &c.^&c.  p.  1 19,  fays  in  a  note,  ‘  I  confefs  my  obliga- 
^  tion  for  this  par^lel  to  a  learned  friend,  who,  though  juftly 

*  admired  in  the  republic  of  letters  for  his  excellent  writings,  is 
^  ftill  more  fo  by  his  friends  for  the  rich,  original,  and  mafeu- 

*  line  turn  of  thought  that  animates  his  converfation.*  Who 
is  this  friend  ?  The  author  does  not  mention  him.  Whv  then 
the  pompous  allufion  ? 
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it  may  perhaps  be  remarked  by  fome  obfervers,  that  there  id 
fomething  apparently  whimfical  in  a  Cadet  of  the  Scotch  Cla^y 
Chattan  defending  the  rights  of  men  in  oppolition  to  the  inju« 
riJli  al^ks  of  a  member  of  The  Whig  Club  ! 


ArV.  VIL  a  Tour  up  the  StraitSy  from  Gibraltar  to  Conjlan^ 
tinople.  With  the  leading  Events  in  the  prefent  H^ar  between  the 
AuJlrianSy  RuJftanSy  and  the  Turksy  to  the  Commencement  of  the 
Year  1789.  By  Captain  Sutherlandy  of  the  2Sth  Regiment. 
8 VO.  6s.  Johnfon.  London,  1790 

Captain  Sutherland,  having  obtained  leave  of  abfence 
from  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar, 
accepted  an  invitation  from  a. friend  to  accompany  him  on  a 
voyage  to  the  Levant.  The  obfervations  which  he  made,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  tour,  form  the  fubjed  of  the  prefent  volume ;  and 
though  it  contains  nothing  either  new  or  very  interefting,  it 

f evidently  Ihews  that  the  author  is  a  fcholar,  and  a  man  pofTefled 
of  a  confiderable  degree  of  intelligence.  The  principal  places 
which  he  vifited,  and  of  which  he  gives  fuch  an  account  as  the 
fliortnefs  of  his  ftay  would  permit,  are  Carthagena,  Cagliari, 
Mount  Vefuvius,  Meffiiia,  Smyrna,  Ephefus,  Athens,  Florence, 
Palermo,  and  Conftantinople.  As  a  fpecimen  of  his  deferip* 
tive  talents,  we  lhall  extrad  the  account  of  his  journey  to  the 
top  of  Mount  Vefuvius,  though  Sir  William  Hamilton,  Dr* 
Moore,  and  other  travellerSj  have  already  written  on  the  fame 
fubjed:  ■  ~  ■ 

'  Wc  returned  to  Naples,  highly  gratified  with  our  expedition  to 
Baia ;  and,  after  a  day^s  reft,  fet  oiit  for  Mount  Vefuvius.  The  foot 
;  of  the  mountain  is  about  fix  miles  off.  We  went  at  night,  in  order 
i  to  view  the  crater  to  the  grcateil  advantage,  and  were  about  two 
[  hours  in  walking  from  the  bafe  to  the  hermitage.  The  road,  al- 
i  though  fteep,  is  tolerably  good ;  and  a  light  carriage  may  afeend  the 
greateft  part  of  it. 

«  Father  Pietro,  the  hermit,  received  us  with  great  hofpitality; 
and,  although  palfed  his  eightieth  year,  he  is  by  no  means  infenfible 
to  thofe  charms  of  focicty  which  are  confiftent  with  the  gravity  of  his 
I  order.  He  fcenied  a  perfon  of  a  liberal  education,  fpokc  with  great 
[  judgment  of  the  ancients,  and  was  well  informed  of  the  ftate  of  Eu- 
I  rope  at  the  time. of  his  retirement.  In  the  courfe  of  converfation^ 
he  mentioned  his  having  been  in  England ;  which  led  us  to  inquire 
in  what  capacity.  Conceive  our  furprife,  when  this  venerable  fage 
told  us  that  he  had  bceh  a  French  hair  dreffer !  But  the  franknefs 
and  the  grace  with  which  he  made  this  declaration  increafed  our 
efteem ;  and  his  converlation  proved,  that  however  low  his  origih, 
his  abilities  and  applicaiioa  had  raifed  him  fuperior  to  moft  of  us. 
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*  His  habitation  is  a  comfortable  cottage,  with  a  chapel,  and 
flinibbery  adjoining,  at  the  extremity  of  one  of  the  fmall  mountains, 
of  which  there  are  fevcral  round  Vefuvius ;  and,  although  half  way 
up  to  the  crater,  this  fpot  is  fecured  from  the  lava  by  a  ridge,  which 
feparates  it  from  the  great  cone ;  and  (hould  the  burning  matter  nan 
in  this  direction,  it  would  be  thrown  on  each  fide.  Bat  it  is  not  im- 
poflibte  that  he  may  fome  day  be  furrounded  by  it ;  and  he  is  always 
expofed  to  the  ftones  and  aihes  thrown  up  by  the  mountain# 

*  At  three  o'clock  the  next  morning  we  prepared  for  the  grand 
afeent ;  but  it  rained  fo  violently,  that  our  guide  afTured  us  it  waa 
impoflible  to  proceed  ;  and,  to  our  infinite  dimppointment,  the  wea* 
ther  did  not  clear  up  till  after  daylight.  We  then  took  leave  of  our 
friendly  hermit;  and,  after  fcrambllng  over  large  fields  of  rough 
lava,  in  lefs  than  two  hours  reached  the  crater — an  unfathomable, 
fiery  gulf,  funk  from  the  fumfnit  of  a  monftrous  cone,  which  rifes 
above  every  other  branch  of  the  mountain.  It  emits  an  amassing  co* 
lomn  of  (ixmke,  fo  ftrongly  impregnated  with  fulphur  that  it  was  not 
without  danger  of  being  lufFocated  that  we  were  able  to  look  down  it, 
even  on  the  fide  from  which  the  wind  blew. 

^  The  fmoke  and  daylight  prevented  our  feeing  to  any  depth;  but 
at  night,  I  imagine,  that  we  Ihould  occafionaliy  have  difeemed  fire 
at  the  bottom.  We  repeatedly  heard  a  rumbling  noife,  not  fo  muck 
like  that  of  thunder  as  of  a  brazen  carriage  rolling  over  a  bridge. 
Thefc  noifes  were  fuccec’dcd  by  fmall  explofions,  which  threw  up 
large  quantities  of  ftones,  accompanied  by  a  flame,  which  the  daylight 
prevented  our  feeing  to  advantage. 

*  While  the  mountain  is  in  this  dangerous  ftate,  it  is  Impoflible  to 

meafure  the  circumference  of  the  crater  exafily  ;  but  I  am  led  to 
think  that  it  has  been  exaggerated,  and  that  it  does  not  exceed  three 
hundred  yards.  Its  fide.s,  however,  fometimes  fall  in,  and  then  the 
circumference  may  be  much  greater . 

‘  A  foe  deprived  us  of  the  view  from  the  top  of  the  mountain  ; 
but,  by  I  faw  at  the  hermitage,  1  think  it  would  have  been  im¬ 
poflible  to  deferibe  it.  The  bay  of  Naples  is  upwards  of  fifty  milea 
in  circumference ;  and  the  variety  of  curious  and  beautiful  objeds 
which  ftrike  the  eye  in  every  direflion,  render  it  one  of  the  mod 
plejfing  and  interefting  fights  which  it  is  polfible  to  behold/ 

The  following  particulars  refpefting , Peter  Leopold,  Grand 
Duke  of  Tufeany,  and  now  Emperor  of  Germany,  will  ferve 
to  give  fome  idea  of  the  character  of  that  prince : 

*  1  h^ve  not  troubled  myfcif  about  the  private  charaAer  of  Peter 
Leopold  ;  but  the  face  of  his  country,  the  indufiry  and  morality  of 
his  mbje&s,  and  the  pleafing  figns  of  an  happy  and  increafing  popu¬ 
lation,  prove  him  a  great  and  a  good  prince.  The  morals  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  are  one  of  his  principal  obj^s ;  in  which  he  has  fo  happily  fuc- 
ceeded,  that,  in. the  general  free  mart  of  Leghorn,  where  formerly 
the  trade  of  an  harlot  was  as  much  permitted,  and  in  as  high  repute, 
M  any  other,  the  booles  of  ill  fame  arc  reduced  to  a  very  fmall 
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Dumber;  and  in  a  ihort  time  proftitution  will  be  as  completely  rooted 
out  there  as  it  already  is  out  of  every  other  part  of  Tiifcany. 

*  By  a  law,  as  uncommon  as  it  is  juft,  a  breach  of  modefty  is  as 
feverely  puni&ed  in  the  male  as  in  the  female  fex ;  and  a  feducer, 
be  his  rank  what  it  will,  is  obliged  to  marry  the  objeft  of  his  feduc-  * 
tion.  None  of  either  fex  are  permitted  to  (hut  themfelves  up  in  con¬ 
vents;  and  marriage  is  highly  encouraged*  Such,  indeed,  is  this 
prince’s  fuccefs  in  promoting  morality,  and  in  preventing  vice  among 
his  people,  that,  dift'erent  from  moft  capitals,  the  women  are  inno¬ 
cent  and  healthy^  as  well  as  beautiful ;  and  aftaiEnations  and  rob* 
beries  are  here  no  longer  known. 

*  What  a  fatisfaflion  will  the  philanthrope  enjoy  when  he  finds 
that  this  public  happinefs  and  virtue  have  been  produced  by  the  moft 
laudable  means  !  Peter  Leopold  thinks  the  lives  of  his  fubjedts  too 
valuable  to  facrifice  even  one  to  the  gallows  or  the  fcaffold ;  but  if  a 
citizen  is  guilty  of  any  tranfgreflion,  he  atones  for  his  crime  by  la¬ 
bouring  on  the  public  works,  for  the  general  good,  with  a  label  on 
his  back,  expreffing  his  crime  and  his  punifhmcnt. 

*  Tne  dead  at  Palermo  arc  never  buried.  Their  bodies’ arc  car¬ 
ried  to  the  Capuchin  convent,  where,  after  the  funeral  fervicc,  they 
are  dried  in  a  ftove  heated  by  a  compofition  of  lime,  which 
makes  the  (kin  adhere  to  the  bones.  They  are  then  placed  eredl  in 
niches,  and  faftened  to  the  wall  by  the  back  or  the  neck.  A  piece 
of  coarfe  drab  is  thrown  over  the  Ihoulders,  and  round  thewaift; 
and  their  hands  being  tied,  a  bit  of  paper,  containing  their  names, 
age,  and  the  time  when  they  died,  is  ftuck  in  them. 

*  We  of  courft  vifited  this  famous  repofitory,’  fays  the  author ; 

*  and  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  fo  many  corpfes  would  imprefs  one 
with  reverence  and  avi'e.  It  was  nearly  du(k  when  we  arrived  at  the 
convent.  We  pafTed’the  chapel,  where  one  of  the  order  had  juft 
finiftied  faying  vefpers  by  the  gloomy  glimmering  of  a  dying  lamp. 
We  were  then  conducted  througlTa  garden Twhere  the  yew,  the  cy- 
prefs,  and  the  barren  orange,  obfeured  the  remaining  light;  and 
where  melancholy  filence  is  only  difturbed  by  the  hollow  murmuring 
of  a  feeble  water-fall.  All  thefe  circumftances  tuned  our  minds  for 
the  difmal  fccne  which  we  were  going  to  behold  :  but  we  had  ftill  to  % 
defeend  a  flight  of  fteps  impervious  to  the  lun  ;  and  thefe  at  laft  con¬ 
veyed  us  to  the  dreary  maniion  of  the  dead. 

*  But  (will  you  believe  me  f )  notwithllanding  the  chilling  fccne 
through  which  wc  had  pafted  ;  notwithftanding  our  being  in  the 
midft  of  more  than  a  thoufand  lifelefs  bodies,  neither  our  refpeft  for 
the  dead,  nor  for  the  holy  fathers  who  conduced  us,  could  prevent 
our  fmiling.  The  phyfiognomics  of  the  deceafed  are  fo  ludicroufly 
mutilated,  and  their  mufcles  are  fo  contradled.  and  diftorted  in  the  dry¬ 
ing,  that  no  French  mimic  could  equal  their  grimaces.  Moft  of  the* 
corpfes  have  loft  the  lower  part  of  the  nofe  ;  liieir  necks  are  generally 
a  little  twilled  ;  their  mouths  drawn  awry  in  one  diredlion,  their  nofes 
in  another ;  their  eyes  funk  and  pointed  different  ways  ;  one  car  per-% 
haps  turned  up,  the  other  drawA  down.  The  friars  foon  obferved 
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the  mirth  wr.ich  thffe  unexped^ed  vlfages  occafioned ;  and  one  of  | 
them,  as  a  kind  of  nementOt  pointed  out  to  me  a  captain  of  cavalry, 
who  had  been  juii  cut  off  in  the  pri  ic  of  his  youth  :  but  three  months  i 
,ago  he  was  the  minion  of  a  king — the  favourite  of  a  princefs.  Alas!  | 
how  changed  I  Even  on  earth  there  is  no  diftindion  between  him  ■ 
and  the  meaneft  beggar.  1  his  idea  in  a  moment  reftored  my  reflec-  | 
tion  ;  and  1  felt,  with  full  force,  the  folly  of  human  vanity.  I  turned 
to  the  holy  father  who  gave  me  this  lellbn.  His  eyes  were  fixed  on 
what  was  once  a  captain  of  horfe — I  faw  in  them,  ! 

*  Read  this,  titled  pomp,  and  (brink  to  thy  original  nothingnefs. 

«  Hie  thee  to  ray  lady's  chamber;  tell  her,  though  flic  paint  an 
inch  thick,  to  tins  muft  Ihe  come  at  laft— make  her  laugh  at  that.* 

*  'I'he  relations  of  the  deccafed  are  bound  to  fend  two  wax  tapers 
every  year  for  the  ufe  of  the  convent ;  in  default  of  which,  the  corpfe 
is  taken  down  and  thrown  into  the  charnel  houfe.  Were  it  not  for 
the  number  of  vacancies  occafioned  by  the  non-payment  of  this 
ftipend,  the  Capuchins  would  be  unable  to  find  niches  for  the  number 
of  men  w  ho  mud  die  every  year  in  fo  populous  a  city  as  this. 

‘  Women  are  dried  as  well  as  the  men,  but  are  not  expofed.  Nobles 
urc  (hut  up  in  cheits.* 

Art.  VIII.  Tlje  Hijiory  cf  the  Bajlile  y  with  a  cortcife  Account 
cf  the  late  Rt  volution  in  France,  To  which  is  addedy  an  Ap- 
pendixy  contraningy  among  other  Particularsy  an  Inquvy  into  the 
riifiory  of  the  Prijontr  with  the  Majk.  8vo.  6s.  boards. 
CadclI.  London,  1790. 

Bafllle^  that  deftruftive  and  detefiable  engine  of  arbl- 
^  trary  power  and  court  vengeance,  is  now  no  ‘more.  Its 
formidable  walls  are  levelled  with  the  ground ;  and  its  inmoft 
receifes  have  been  laid  open  to  the  Tight  of  day.  For  this 
bleliing,  among  many  others,  humanity  is  indebted  to  the 
French  revolution;  and  firxe  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  has  been 
another  happy  confequence  of  that  event,  writers  are  not  afraid 
to  unveil  the  whide  myftcry  and  hidden  tranfaillons  of  this  in¬ 
fernal  prifon,  w'liich  oftener  ferved  to  confine  thofe  who  had 
given  umbrage  to  a  haughty  miniller,  or  a  fupercilious  miftrefs, 
than  the  enemies  of  the  Itate.  Various  publications  have,  there¬ 
fore,  appeared  refpecting  the  Baftile ;  and  w'hat  was  once  an 
object  of  terror  is  now  become  an  object  of  curiolity.  The 
friends  of  liberty  confider  the  deftrudlion  of  this  fortrefs  as  a 
•  real  triumph  over  tyranny  and  injuftice;  the  ruins  of  it  have 
been  contemplated  with  pleafure;  fragments  of  the  Hones  cf 
which  it  was  built,  carried  av/ay  as  trophies,  have  been  even 
•preferved  with  the  fame  care  as  reliques;  and  every  thing  that 
could  throw  light  upon  the  hiltory  of  it  has  been  iiiduftrioufiV 
fouiiht  after  and  collected. 
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The  author  of  this  work,  who  feems  to  have  vifited  the 
Baftile,  has  evidently  availed  himfelf  of  the  different  produftions 
publifhed  in  France  refpe<£ting  it,  particularly  of  that  entitled, 
La  Bajiile  devoiUe  \  and,  by  making  a  judicious  fele£lion  from 
them,  has  given  us  a  concife,  though  complete  account,  as  far 
as  authentic  materials  would  enable  him,  of  that  hated 
dungeon. 

The  caftle  of  the  Baftile  was  begun  in  the  reign  of  Charles  V. 
by  Hugh  d’Aubriot,  mayor  of  Paris,  who  laid  the  firft  ftone  of 
it  on  the  22d  of  April,  1370.  D'Aubriot  was  born,  at  Dijon 
in  Burgundy,  of  obfcure  parents  ;  but  his  meric  raifed  him  into 
great  favour  with  the  king.  He  was,  however  accufed  of  he- 
refy ;  and,  being  condemned,  was  fliut  up  in  one  of  the  towers 
of  this  fortrefs,  which,  even  at  that  early  period,  feems  to  have 
been  confecrated  to  the  purpofes  of  fuperftition  and  revenge.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Charles  VI.  he  was  fet  at  liberty 
by  the  infurgents  called  the  MaillotinSy  who  wifhed  to  place  him 
at  their  head  :  but  having  withdrawn  himfelf  in  the  night  time, 
he  fled  to  Burgundy,  where  he  ended  his  days  in  peace. 

The  Baftile,  as  planned  by  d’Aubriot,  confifted  only  of  two 
round  towers,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  road  leading  into  Paris 
from  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Anthony.  I'hey  were  joined  together 
by  a  high  and  ftrong  wall,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  the  gate 
of  the  town.  Some  years  after,  two  other  towers  were  built, 
oppofite  to  the  two  nrft ;  and  under  Charles  VI.  the  reft  of 
the  towers  were  added,  and  joined  together  by  immenfely  thick 
walls,  meafuring  in  the  infide  eighty  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
court.  The  road  was  then  turned  off  to  the  right  of  the  caftle  i  . 
the  ancient  gates  were  ftiut.up  ;  a  new  gate  was  conftrufted  be¬ 
tween  two  of  the  towers  ;  and  tl^e  whole  building  was  enclofed 
with  a  broad  ditch,  having  a  counterfcarp  in  mafonry  nearly 
thirty-fix  feet  from  the  bottom.  About  the  middle  of  the  fc- 
venteenth  century  was  completed  an  advanced  work,  in  the 
modern  ftyle  of  fortification,  which  was  afterwards  converted 
into  a  garden.  The  ditch  was  dry,  except  during  the  floods 
of  the  Seine,  when  the  water  rofe  in  it,  but  not  to  any  great 
height.  All  the  other  buildings  belonging  to  this  fortrefs  were 
Crefted  occafionally,  at  different  periods. 

*  The  tops  of  the  towers/  fays  the  author,  *  and  of  the  curtains 
that  joined  them,  were  flat,  with  a  parapet  wall ;  and  on  the  towers 
fomc  pieces  of  cannon  were  mounted.  The  entrances  to  the  towers 
were  fecured  by  double  doors  of  oak,  near  three  inches  thick.  In.each 
tower  was  a  winding  llaircafe,  which  detrended  to  a  dungeon  below, 
Und  led  to  the  rooms  above  it.  The  roof  of  the  dungeon  was  about 
the  level  of  the  court,  and  the  floor  of  it  confiderably  above  that  of 
the  ditch.  Thofe  dungeons  were  arched,  paved,  and  lined  with 
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ilone*  Mod  of  thorn  had  a  flit  towards  the  ditch  thait  let  in  alfi  an  j 
a  very  fmall  decree  of  light ;  but  1  faw  one  that  h^^  none.  It  is 
faid  iey  were  intended  as  places  of  temporary  puniilhmcnt  for  pri-. 
foners  who  attempted  to  make  their  efcape ;  and  it  feems,  by  all  the 
inquiries  that  could  be  made,  that  they  were  only  ufed  on  foxhe  very 

particular  occafions . Above  the  dungeons  were  four  ftories, 

containing  each  a  Angle  room.  Some  rooms,  indeed,  had  a  fmall 
clofet  adjoining  to  them,  made  in  the  thicknefs  of  the  wall.  The  J 
three  ftories  were  irregular  polygons  of  about  eighteen  feet  diameter,  ^ 
and  as  many  high  ;  the  fourth,  or  the  room  at  the  top  of  the  tower, 
called  U  calette,  was  not  quite  fo  large,  nor  fo  high,  and  was  arched  ^ 
to  fupport  the  ftone  roof  or  platform  :  forae  had  a  ceiling  under  the 
arch.  The  walls  were  ftrongly  built  of  ftone  and  mortar.  They  were 
near  feven  Englifti  feet  thick  at  the  top,  and  the  thicknefs  gradually 
increafed  towards  the  foundation.  The  rooms  had  but  one  window 
each,  with  an  iron  grate,  immenfely  ftrong,  near  the  furfacc  of  the 
wall  without,  and  another  about  the  centre  of  its  thicknefs.  A  glafs 
M'indow,  made  in  the  manner  of  a  door,  opened  inward.  In  fome  \ 
rooms  the  embrafure  of  the  window  came  down  to  the  level  of  the  ^ 
floor;  in  others  there  were  fteps  that  went  up  to  it,  apd  in  many  it 
was  high  enough  to  enable  a  peiTon  to  walk  forward  to  the  window  i 
with  cafe.  The  windows  of  the  lower  ftory  were  built  half  waj'  up  ‘ 
with  ftone  and  mortar,  or  had  pknks  fixed  to  that  height  on  the  out¬ 
ward  grate  to  prevent  the  prifoner  from  being  feen  by  any  one  front  ! 
abroad.  The  walls  were  perfeftly  dry,  and,  owing  to  their  extreme  ' 
thicknefs,  perfons  who  had  been  long  confined  in  the  JBaftilc  have  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  they  never  found  themfelves  fo  much  incommoded 
by  the  cold  in  winter,  or  heat  in  fummer,  as  they  imagined  they 
W'ouli  have  been,  at  the  fame  feafons,  in  the  houfes  ^  in  the  town  of 
Paris. 

*  All  the  rooms,  except  the  dungeons,  had  a  fire-place,  or  ftovc ; 
and  the  vents  of  the  chimnics  were  fecured  by  ftrong  iron  grates, 
placed  certain  diftanccs  from  each  other.  The  walls  and  the  ceil¬ 
ings  were  plallercd  and  white  walhed.  Some  floors  were  laid  with 
tiles,  and  others  with  ftone,  in  the  manner  of  moft  of  the  antichambcri 
in  Paris. 

<  The  furniture  of  the  rooms  in  general  confifted  of  a  fmall  bed/,  i 
with  green  ferge  curtains,  a  table,  an  armed  chair,  a  bafbn  and 
ewer,  a  large  earthen  pot  to  hold  water,  a  braft  candleftick,  a  ^ 
chamber- pot,  a  night-ftool,  a  tin  goblet,  a  broom,  and  a  tinder-box 
and*  matches.  For  prifoners  of  high  rank  there  were  apartments 
furnilbed  with  greater  care.  Some  were  permitted  to  fend  for  things 


\ 

•  •  In  fome  of  the  late  publications  the  rooms  arc  fald  to  have 
been  cold  and  damp  in  winter,  and  hot  and  fuffocating  in  fummer : 
but  what  1  have  faid  is  not  only  from  the  appearance  of  the  walls  and 
dungeons  which  1  examined,  but  from  thcteilimony  of  perfons  who  ; 
•  had  uUiabitcd.the  rooms.  ; 

*  .  i 
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thel^  own.  Madame  de  Staal*  informs  us  that  flie  was  allowed 
to  hang  her  room  with  tapc(!ry;  but,  for  prifoners  in  general,  the. 
furniture  and  conveniencies  were  luch  as  I  have  deferibed  them. 

•  1  he  doors  of  the  rooms  were  double,  and  with  as  many  locks 
and  bars  as  thofe  that  (hut  the  entrances  to  the  towers.  Many  of  the 
rooms  had  double  ceilings  t>  one  of  latli  and  plallcr,  and,  at  fome 
diftance  over  that,  another  of  oak,  which  lupported  the  tile  or  done 
floor  of  the  room  above  it.— The  flairs  were  lighted  fr  m  the  courts 
by  narrow  windrows  with  iron  grates,  like  thofe  of  the  rooms.’ 

The  author  endeavours  to  refute  the  reports  propagated  of 
iron  cages,  and  inflruments  of  torture,  being  kept  in  the  Ballile 
for  the  purpofe  of  punifliing  foine  prifoners  in  a  more  fevcrc 
manner,  or.  of  forcing  them  to  reveal  fuch  fecrets  as  the  mi- 
niftry  might  be  defirous  of  knowing.  It  is,  indeed,  probable 
that  man/  ftories  of  this  kiiul  may  have  been  fabricated  in  order 
to  infpire  the  people  in  France  with  a  greater  horror  for  de- 
fpotifm,  and  a  llronger  averfion  to  the  ancient  form  of  go* 
vernment, 

‘  Different  authors,’ continues  the  compiler,  *  who  have  written 
on  the  Baftile,  have  mentioned  cages  of  iron  for  conflning  prifoners, 
and  inflruments  for  puitting  them  to  torture :  they  have  faid  that 
kooais  were  deftined  to  thofe  purpofcs,  and  called  the  rack^room,  the 
cage-room ;  but  no  fuch  inflruments  were  found,  nor  any  traces  of 
them  difcnvered,  either  by  the  perfons  who  examined  the  place  when 
it  was  entire,  or  by  the  architedls  who  fuperintended  its  demolition. 
The  four  porters,  or  turnkeys,  that  belonged  to  the  Baflile  when  it 
was  taken,  as  well  as  fome  of  their  predecelfors,  who  are  now  living, 
have  been  examined,  and  they  all  declare  that  none  were  ever  fecn 
by  them,  and  that  they  never  heard* of  any  prifoner  being  put  to  the 
torture  there.  ytt  LaPertely  in  relating  the  methods  that  were 
taken  to  make  him  divulge  the  fecrets  of  the  queen  his  miltrefs 
fays,  the  commiflary  took  out  of  his  pocket  an  order  which  he  iaid 
was  for  putting  him  to  the  torture,  and  made  him  go  down  into  a 
room,  where  he  Ihevved  him  the  inflruments.  Perhaps  this  barbarous 
pra&ke  may  have  been  privately  employed  in  thofe  times  j  or  per¬ 
haps  the  engines  were  fent  for  and  difplaycd  to  excite  terror.  This 
cannot,  however,  be  now  decided ;  but  there  is  no  proof  of  any  one 
having  been  fecrctly  put  to  the  torture  there  ftnee  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  Louis  XI V. 


•  See  MemoIres.de  Madame  dc  Staal. 

t  See  Memoires  de  Henry  Maferes  de  la  Tude,  par  M,  Thierry, 
Tom.  I.  p.  46. 

t  See  Memoires  de  la  Porte,  premier  valet  de  chambre  df 
Louis  XV, 

§  Amie  of  Attflria,  mother  of  Louis  XIV. 
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*  Such  cages,  however,  though  not  in  the  Baililt,  were  lately  to  be 
foen  in  other  places.  1  hey  are  faid  to  have  been  invented  during 
the  cruel  reign  of  Louis  XI.  by  1  rillan  rHcrmiie,  a  friend-  and  fer- 
vant  worthy  of  fuch  a  mader.  Boulainvillieis  fays  that  he  faw  at 
Chateau  DupleJJis  the  caclot  de  fer^  wherein  the  Cardinal  de  la  Balue* 
had  been  confined.  Louis  XU.  while  Duke  of  Orleans,  being  taken 
prifoner  at  the  battle  of  St.  Aubin,  was  fent  to  the  calUe  of  Bourges, 
and  it  is  fiid  was  fome  time  (hut  up,  during  the  night,  in  one  of  thefe 
cages.  He  referred  to  what  he  then  fuffered  .when  be  replied  to  a 
nobleman  who  was  more  refentful  than  his  mader,  that  *  it  did  not 
become  the  King  of  France  to  avenge  the  *  injuries  tnat  had  been 
done  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans.* 

*  A  publifher  of  the  Leyden  Gazette,  who  had  printed  a  fatire  on 
Lou's  A IV.  was  fecrctly  feized  in  Holland,  brought  away  from  thence, 
and  (hut  up  in  a  cage  at  Suint  Michel  where  he  died  after  many 
years  confinement. 

*  The  cage  of  Saint  Michel  ftill  remains.  It  is  about  nine  feet 
long,  fix  brond,  and  eight  high,  not  of  iron,  but  of  drong  bars  of 
W'  ai.  It  hands  in  the  middle  of  a  room,  refembling  one  of  thofe  in 
the  Badile;  and,  as  the  prifoner  could  not  polfibly  efcape  from  thence, 
jt  was  evidently  intended  for  punilhment  rather  than  for  fecurity. 
On  fome  of  the  bars  were  figures  and  landfcapes,  which  arc  faid  tq 
have  been  cut  by  this  unhappy  man  with  his  nails.  I  believe  that  his 
death  terminated  this  fpecies  of  cruelty,  as  wc  know  no  inftance  of  it 
fince,* 

The  library  cf  the  Baftile  was  founded,  as  is  faid,  about  the 
beginning  of  th^  prefent  century,  by  a  prifoner  who  had  been 
long  confined  there,  and  to  have  been  augmented  by  fome  of  his 
fucceflbrs.  It  contained  about  five  hundred  volumes,  of  which 
the  prifoners  were  generally  allowed  the  ufe ;  but  thofe  who 
were  not  indulged  with  the  liberty  of  going  thither,  depended 
on  the  keepers  for  the  choice  of  their  ttudies.  Few  of  the  books 
were  entire,  fome  prifoners  having  written  in  them  what  was 
thought  improper  to  be  feen  by  others.  If  they  wrote  on  the 
margin  it  was  cut  off;  but  as  they  fometimes  wrote  between  the 
lines,  many  of  the  volumes  were  found  with  whole  leaves  torn 
out  of  them.  Some,  however,  have  efcaped  the  vigilance  of 

-  ■  ■  -  LI  ■  I  ■  I II  M.  1.^  ■■  I  .  -  -  .  ■  ■ 

*  The  Cardinal  de  la  Balue,  a  bold  and  intriguing  prieft,  had  been 
miiufter  to  Louis  XI.  The  king  withdrew  his  confidence  from  him; 
bis  fidelity  was  fifpc^led  ;  he  was  arrelled  in  1389,  and  kept  eleven 
years  in  confinement  He  retired  to  Rome,  and  under  Charles  VIII. 
was  fent  iegaie  a  latere  to  France,  after  which  he  returned  to  Italy, 
lind  died  there. 

t  A  convent  and  prifon  on  n  neck  of  land  on  the  coafl  of  Lower 
J^ormnndy, 
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thofe  whofe  duty  it. was  to  examine  them,  and  are  now  to  be 
found  with  notes  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  prifoners. 

The  eftablifhment  and  garrifon  of  the'Baftile  confiftcd  of  a 
governor,  the  lieutenant  du  roi,  a  iiiajor,  two  adjutants,  or 
officers  under  the  major,  a  furgeon  and  his  aiTiliant,  a  chaplain, 
four  turnkeys,  and  a  company  of  invalids,  with  its  ufual  nuniucr 
of  officers,  all  of  whom  lodged-  in  the  caftle ;  a  phyilcian,  two 
priefts,  who  were  paid  four  hundred  livres  a  year  each  to  ailift 
the  chaplain  in  laying  niaU'es  on  Sundays  and  holidays  j  a  keeper 
of  the  records,  and  a  clerk,  with  a  fuperintendant  of  the  build-’ 
ings,  and  an  engineer,  who  lodged  abroad. 

As  the  king  allowed  the  governor  a  certain  fum  daily  for  the 
maintenance  of  each  prifoner,  the  people  beloneing  to  the 
kitchen  were  hired  and  paid  by  him.  I  he  eftablifhed  allow¬ 
ances  appear  to  have  been,  for  a  prince  of  the  bloi>d  50  livres 
a  day;  for  a  marshal  of  France  36  livres  ;  a  lieutenant-geijeral 
24  livres ;  a  peifon  of  quality,  or  member  of  the  parliaments, 
15  livres;  an  ordiiwy  judge,  a  prieft,  or  a  perfon  in  the 
finances,  lO  livres;  a  decent  citizen  5  livres  ;  and  for  fervants 
who  were  arrefted  or  permitted  to  attend  their  mafter,  50  fols. 
There  was  likewife  an  allowance  made  IQ  the  governor  for  fire, 
candles,  and  wafhing, 

[  To  be  continued.  ] 


Art.  IX.  ,  ReJiMiom  on  the  prefent  State  of  the  Britijh  Nation. 

By  Britijh  Common-Senje.  8vo.  pp.  124.  2S.  6d.  Ridgewuy. 

London,  1791. 

I N  this  pamphlet  the  abufes  of  the  government  of  this  country 
^  are  treated  with  much  freedom,  and  in  the  plain,  open,  and 
unfophifticated  manner  of  a  man  who  is  anxious  only  to  difeover 
and  to.  divulge  the  truth.  The  moft  Valuable  part  of  the  per¬ 
formance,  and  that  in  which  the  author  difeovers  a  fund  of 
good  information,  is  his  account  ,  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of 
the  poor  laws : 

*  But  It  would  be  difficult/  fays  our  author,  *  for  any  government 
to  contrive  a  meafure  more  wantonly  wictied.  or  more  mifchievc^uOy  . 
and  unnecelTarily  pernicious  to  the  good  of  the  people,  than  is  that 
regulation  of  this  poor  fyftem,  w  h’ch  cqmpels  each  feveral’pjriih  (and. 
In  dill  more  niifchievcus  fubdivifion,  each  town  and  vill  within  a  pa- 
li(h)  to  dillinftly  maintain  all  its  own  rcfpc^live  poor ;  for  thereby 
all  thefe  feveral  parifhes,  towns,  and  vills,  are  perpetually  involved 
in  feuds,  difputes,  and  expenfive  law- fu its  betwixt  themfeives.  And 
Uic  community  at  large  u  tliereby  fubjeded  to  the  enormous  expence 
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of  at  Icaft  one  million  ftcrling  yearly  paid  by  it  for  this  one  purpofe> 
and  for  no  other  individual  purpofe  on  earth,  than  to  determine,  by 
thefe  troublefome,  expeniive  lavv-fuits,  whether  this  one  individual 
cr  the  other  of  thefe  num beliefs  parifties,  who  muil  at  any  rate  one 
and  all  of  them  be  maintained  at  the  expence  of  the  community, 
fhall  be  fo  maintained  in  this  one  particular  pariih  or  in  fome  other 
parifti/ 

The  fituatlon  of  the  poor  who  are  thrown  upon  the  parifh, 
and  the  melancholy  eft’edts  of  the  treatment  which  they  expc** 
rience  in  the  workhoufes,  is  thus  too  truly  deferibed : 

*  The  nature  of  this  parifh  maintenance  may  be  gueffed  at.  But 
the  conjecture  of  thofe  who  do  not  know  it  will  fall  fhort  of  the  reality. 
It  is  a  common  faying  that  ‘  beggars  muft  not  be  choofers  the  true 
force  of  that  faying  is  no  where  fo  fully  felt  as  in  a  pariih  workhoufe. 
In  truth,  thefe  paupers  feel  their  poverty  to  be  a  crime  grievoufly 
punimable.  -No  criminal  confined  for  the  purpofe  of  punifhment, 
feels  that  puniHiment  more  feverely  than  the  pauper  feels  his.  The 
only  difference  is,  that  the  pauper  has  the  choice  of  liberating  him- 
felf.  And  of  this  choice  they  commonly  avail  themfclves  foon  after 
they  have  tailed  the  nature  of  pariih  workhoufe  difeipline.  They 
quit  their  confinement,  either  upon  furlough  in  collufilon  with  the 
contractor,  who  continues  to  receive  the  pariih  allowance  for  thefe 
temporary  abfentees  j  or  otherwife  they  totally  defert  the  workhoufe, 
But  their  minds  having  been  once  habituated  to  idlenefs,  very 
few,  if  any  of  them,  ever  return  to  labour  and  induftry.  In  both 
thefe  cafes  they  commonly  firft  try  their  chance  in  vagrant  beggary  ; 
and  thus  load  the  community  in  a  double  capacity.  If  they  fail  in 
that  profeffion,  they  commonly  betake  themfelves  to  pilfering  and 
dealing,  at  the  rifque  of  the  gallows  or  tranfportatlon,  rather  than 
remain  in  the  pariih  workhoufe.’ 


After  demonftrating,  in  the  moft  convincing  manner,  the 
total  inutility  of  the  labour  to  which  the  workhoufe  poor  are 
generally  put,  he  propofes  that  they  fhall  be  employed  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  barren  and  wafte  lands,  which  are  equal 
in  meafurement,  as  he  aflerts,  to  two  fifth  parts  of  the  whole 
fuperfices  of  the  ifland.  The  great  and  manifold  advantages  of 
this  fcheme  are  fufficiently  apparent. 

On  the  office  of  juftice  of  the  peace  our  author  makes  feveral 
very  judicious,  and  at  the  fame  time  curious  remarks.  He 
fhews  that  formerly  the  people  poflefled  the  privilege  of  elefting 
their  own  municipal  officers;  and  that  thofe  who  are  now  ap^ 
pointed  by  the  crown,  and  called  the  K!n£^s  Jujiices  of  the  Peacc^ 
were  anciently  chofen  by  the  people,  under  the  title  of  Confer- 
wtors  of  the  Peace.  On  this  fubverfion  of  the  di<Shites  of 
(ormrionffenfe^  our  author  very  juftly  remarks-'-'^  the  people,  who 
are  fo  deeply  interefled,  whole  peace,  fafety,  order,  well-being, 
and  happinefs,  as  a  community,  depend  altogether  on  the  du« 
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aftlon  of  this  municipal  magiftracy,  have  not  the  (lighteft 
voice^  cither  in  chooling  men  fit  for  that  oflice,  or  in  afterwards 
fupcrintcnding,  dirc6ling,  or  controling,  their  conduct.  The 
people  can  neither  punifh  nor  reward  thefe  magiftraies. '  Of 
courfe  they  can  neither  prevent  their  doing  wrong,  nor  com¬ 
pel  them  to  do  right.  Thefe  tinges  juftices  of  the  peace  are 
all  volunteers  in  office ;  they  owe  no  duty  of  any  kind  to  the 
people,  and  they  perform  as  little  for  them.  And  in  confe- 
quence  the  u(e  or  virtue  of  this  impoitant  municipal  ma^ 
giftracy  is  as  completely  loft  to  the  people  as  if  it  did  not 
exift.* 

He  proceeds  to  exhibit  a  juft  defeription  of  the  general  cha- 
radler  and  conduct  of  thefe  faid  juftices : 

*  *  Where  thefe  juftices  may  be  faid  to  aft  at  all,  as  in  this  enormous 
capital,  it  is  merely  for  the  purpofc  of  inculcating  a  flavifh,  fervile 
dread  and  awe  of  the  regal  authority ;  by  bringing  m'alefaftors  to 
puniflinicnt,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  for  crimes  committed  againft 
their  fellow-citizens.  In  which  capacity  thefe  Weftmtnfter  julliccs 
arc  very  aptly  termed  thief  catchers.  Though,  even  in  this  part  of 
their  office,  they  arc  collu lively  permitted  to  iacrifice’  the  public  good 
of  the  community  to  their  own  gain  ;  for  they  are  fuffered  to  proteft 
thofc  malcfaftors  fo  long  as  they  can  afford  to  pay  for  that  proteftion. 
So  foon  as  this  ability  to  pay  ceafes,  the  jultice  then  executes  hit 
office,  by  apprehending  and  convifting  the  malcfaftors,  as  offenders 
againft  the  royal  dignity;  and  for  each  capital  conviftion  thefe 
juftices  are  enabled,  by  the  authori^y  of  government,  to  draw  from 
the  communitv  a  reward  of  forty  pounds 
;  ‘  In  the  other  part  of  their  office  thefe  juftices^ftill  ferve  themfelvcs 

at  the  expenco  of  the  community,  in  a  variety  of  lhapes ;  and  par¬ 
ticularly  by  encouraging  infolence,  dil'cord,  and  ftrife,  amongft  die 
ignorant  and  lower  clafs  of  the  people,  in  order  to  fell  their  war¬ 
rants  for  bringing  the  parties  before  them.  And  in  this  branch  of 
ffieir  office  they  arc  very  properly  denominated  trading  juf  fees. ^ 

in  the  prefent  difeuffion  of  public  grievances  ^nd  political 
corruption,  we  recommend  this  pamphlet  to  our  readers  as  con*^ 
;aimng  a  confiderable  (bare  of  inforoiation. 
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Art*  X*  Rights  of  EngUJhmen ;  an  Antid'ite  to  the  Pot  fen  nou) 
vending  by  the  Tranfatkintic  Republican^  Thomas  Poine^  Secretary 
for^  Foreign  Affairs  to  Congrefs  during  the  American  (Far.  in 
Reply  to  his  wbimfical  Attacks  againji  the  Conjlitution  and  Go^ 
vernment  of  Gr cat •  Britain.  By  Ijaac  Hunt^  A.  M.  of  the  CoU 
leges  of  Ne%U‘Tork  and  Philadelphia^  an  American  Loyaliji.  8vo. 
pp*  90.  2s.  Bew.  London,  1791# 


Paine,  whom  he  chara6lerifes  in  the  following  manner : 


*  It  becomes,  therefore,  the  duty  of  every  citizen — to  mark  out 
this  figure  of  a  man  to  the  public  eye ;  to  point  out  the  rancorous 
temper  of  this  fovereign-depofing,  bilhop  kicking,  title-levelling, 
American  independant,  nx^bo  has  brought  over,  from  Pennlylvania, 
bis  tremendous,  bloody  tomaba^jok  to  fcalp  the  gonstrnment,  and  murder 
she  conflitution,  of  Great -Britain,  in  this  glafs,  Engliihmen,  you 
will  fee  all  the  prominent,  difmal  features,  the  fcowling  brow,  the 
hard  and  brazen  front,  of  tliis  dingy,  ugly,  voracious,  boafted 
MONSTER  FROM  AMERICA*  You  will  be  able  to  remark  the 
length  and  (Irength,  the  (harpnefs  of  his  nails  and  teeth,  and  b<j 

fuaided  againft  his  baneful,  abominable,  infedious,  and  corrupting 
rcath,  enemy  to  life  and  matter,  and  every  inftitution  and  character, 
wife,  facred,  and  illullrious*’ 


Our  author  then  proceeds  to  exhibit  this  American  Mon-* 
STER  in  a  variety  of  ihapes — fometimes  as  a  paltry  excifeman, 
and  anon  as  a  political  pamphleteer,  hired  by  the  Americans 
*  to  fupport  meafures  adapted  to  alienate  the  colonies  from  the 
mother  ftate,  and  to  promote  an  unnatural  war  brtween  the 
parent  arnl  her  children  —  a  war  commenced,  on  the  part  of 
America^  on  falfe  principles,  and  waged  with  perfidy  and 
cruelty — a  war  deftru^tive  to  thoufands,  but  a  war  from  which 
fordid  contraftors,  fmugglins:  merchants,'  treacherous  fub- 
jeils,  and  vultures^  like  yourfeJf  enriched  themfelves,  at  a  vaft 
expence  of  blood  and  treafure.* 

After  tracing  this  American  Monster  through  a  great  va¬ 
riety  of  transformations,  our  author  at  length  difeovers  that  it 
is  the  very  devil  himfeif,  *and  that  he  never  will  be  at  rell  till  he 
be  chained  in  the  bottomlefs  pit! 

*  Lying,  foys  a  witty  dean  of  the  eftablifhed  church,  is  an  old  in-  p 
veotion ;  the  devil  was  its  father,  and  he  was  a  liar  from  the  begin-  I 
ing ;  and,  which  is  more,  his  firft  effay  of  it  was  purely  political,  I 
employed  in  undermining  the  authority  of  his  prince,  and  feducing  a  | 
third  part  of  the  fubjects  from  their  obedience  for  which  he  was  I 

driven  I 
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irivcn  down  from  heaven,  where,  as  Milton  cxprtffes  it,  he  had 

been  ' 

*  Viceroy  of  a  great  ^ijiern  pro  vince ; 

and,  forced  to  cxercife  his  talent  in  inferior  regions  among  other 
fallen  fpirits,  or  poor  deluded  men,  whom  he  flill  daily  tempts  to  hii 
own  fin,  and  will  ever  do  fo  till  he  be  chained  in  the  bottomlejs  pit* 

In  fliort,  our  author  feems  to  have  thought  that  invecHvc 
could  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  argument,  and  that  to  exhibit  a 
caricature  of  Mr.  Paine  was  fufficient  to  confute  the  whole  fyf- 
tem  of  common- jenje.  He  acknowledges,  indeed,  that  great 
abufes  exift'in  the  government  of  Great-Hritain ;  but  then  he 
aflerts  that  greater  abufes  ftill  exift  in  other  countries.  ’That  is 
as  if  one  Ihould  fay  to  another,  who  complained  of  having  been 
fcourged  with  ftripes  without  caufe— true :  you  have  been  beat 
unjuftly;  but  thank  your  ftars  that  you  were  not  thrown  by 
fate  among  the  cannibals,  who  might  have  roujied you  alive. 


Art.  XL  Medical  Communications.  VoL  II.  pp.  527.  8vo« 
ys.  boards.  Johnfon.  London,  1790. 

/A UR  readers  will  be  at  no  lofs  for  the  Society  to  which  the 
^  world  is  indebted  for  this  fecond  volume,  by  ohferving  the 
names  that  have  communicated  or  furnifned  the  papers.  Much 
care  has  evidently  been  ufed  in  the  feledVion ;  fo  that  if  ail  of 
them  are  not  the  moft  ftriking,  there  are  few  that  do  not  atford 

feme  praftical  hint.  _  * 

The  firft  cafe  is,  the  Recovery  of  a  Patient  after  a  Ball  had 
pafled  through  the  Lungs.  By  Mr.  Edward  Rigby,  Surgeon, 
of  Norwich.  Communicated  by  William  Ofborn,  M.  1).— - 
The  ball  entered  about  the  middle  of  the  fcapula,  and  lodged 
^  very  near  the  chefi^  between  the  nipple  of  the  right  breaft’and 
^the  fternum.  Fortunately  Mr.  Rigby  was  near  at  hand.  I'he 
I  hemorrhage  was  from  the  mouth.  The  ball  was  fi>  near  the 
^  furface  as  to  be  extracted  by  a  flight  incifiOn  with  a  lancet ;  the 
fides  of  both  the  wounds  were  brought  as  near  as  poffible,  and 
lint  applied,  with  flicking  plaifter  to  keep  out  the  external  air* 
After  this  the  patient  was  let  blood  and  put  to  bed.  No  impc* 
diment  happened  to  the  cure,  the  fpeedinefs  of  which  Mr.  Rigby,* 
with  mucti  juftice,  attributes  to  the  (implicity  of  his  applicar 
tions,  and  his  caution  in  not  repeating  them  too  often. 

n..  Cafe  of  a  Retroverted  Uterus,  in  which  the  Paracentefis 
Vcficae  was  fuccefsfully  performed.  By  Richard  Brown  Chefton, 
M.  D.  F.  R,  S.  Phyfician  to  the  Gloucefter  Infirmary.  ‘Com- 
municated  by  Henry  Watfon,  F.  R.S. — This  interefting  cafe 

happened 


44  Medical  CommumcatUnf. 

happened  in  the  year  1781^  when  Dr.  Chefton  was  furgeon  td 
the  Gloucefter  Infirmary.  The  Dodlor  difcovered,  that  thoueh 
the  catheter  found  its  way  into  the  bladder^  the  tumid  ftatc  of 
the  abdomen  remained.  This  induced  him  to  fufpeil  a  retro- 
verfion  of  the  uterus,  and  an  accurate  examination  per  va^ 
^/^tfai.confinned  his  opinion.  This  accounted  for  the  diificulty 
of  evacuating  the  bladder,  and  at  the  fame  time  proved  the  ne. 
ceffity  of  accomplilhing  it.  As  there  are  fome  practical  hints 
ftiggefted  by  the  operation,  we  fliall  extradl  the  account  of  it : 


*  The  urine  had  been  drawn  off  as  ufiial,  in  the  morning ;  and 
being  now  convinced  that  no  time  was  to  be  loll,  1  punflured  the 
bladder  with  a  middle-lized  trocar,  which  I  pafled  into  the  tumor 
about  two  inches  above  the  oe  pubis ;  and  immediately  upon  with¬ 
drawing  the  perforator,  the  urine,  which  was  highly  ofFenlive,  ran 
off  very  freely.  I  chofe  this  fixed  trocar,  as  the  canula  would  allow 
me  to  introduce  through  it  a  flexible  catheter,  from  which  1  thought 
it  probable  fome  advantage  might  be  derived. 

*  As  the  urine  ran  off  fo  very  freely,  I  deemed  it  advifable,  now 
aud  then,  to  interrupt  its  difeharge  by  Hopping  the  end  of  the  canula 
with  my  finger  ;  and,  having  taken  away  about  three  pints,  I  deter* 
joined  to  defer  drawing  off  the  remainder  for  a  few  minutes,  that  the 
bladder  might  contrad  on  what  was  left.  1  therefore  flopped  the 
mouth  of  the  canula  with  a  fmall  cork*  The  eafe  Ihe  received  from 
rile  difeharge  was  acknowledged  by  the  moft  grateful  expreflionsj 
^nd  It  was  obferved  by  a  gentleman  who  held  her  hand  during  the 
Operation,  that  her  pulfe,  from  being  final!  and  quick,  became  full 
9TC  free* 

<  At  the  expiration  of  about  ten  minutes  I  drew  out  the  cork  to 
get  away  the  remainder  of  the  urine,  when,  to  my  great  difappoint- 
ment,  not  a  drop  would  pafs;  and  introducing  a  ptobe  to  examine 
into  the  caufe  of  this  obftruiflion,  1  had  the  mortification  to  find  that 
the  end  of  the  canula  was  not  in  the  cavity  of  the  bladder.  How- 
eprer,  though  1  could  not  pafs  the  probe  into  the  bladder,  I  had  the 
&tisfa6lion,  by  prelfing  the  end  of  the  probe  againft  the  lides  of  the 
bladder,  to  find  the  urine  run  off  in  a  flream  through  the  wound,  to 
the  amount  of  two  pints  more. 

^  As  the  belly  became  flaccid,  1  withdrew  the  canula,  and,  after 
(Covering  the  punflure  with  a  bit  of  plaifter,  and  the  whole  abdomen 
#ith  a  cloth  dipped  in  fpirits,  ordered  the  patient  to  be  put  to  beJ, 
and  a  clyftcr  to  be  injeded.  ' 

•  About  two  hours  afterwards  (he  began  to  complain  of  a  violent 
pricking  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  which  particularly 
affeded  the  left  iliac  region,  and  the  abdomen  foon  became  fo  ten¬ 
der,  that  Ihe  could  not  iuffer  it  to  be  touched.  1  now  introduced 
the  catheter  into  the  urethra ;  it  paffed  with  great  facility,  and  near 
twelve  ounces  of  urine  came  away. 

•  On  examining  the  flate  of  the  vagina,  I  obferved  that  the  pro* 
trofionhad  entirely  relrafted  w'ithin  the  os  externum,  but  the  os  uteri 
could  not  yet  be  difcovered.  I  ordered  (lx  ounces  of  blood  to  be 
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ts  operation*  a  laline  arauenc  wun  i  neoaic  unciure  lo  dc  aaminia* 
ered,  I  like  wife  defired*  &ac  a  female  catheter  might  be  introduced 
ind  left  in,  to  prevent  any  accumalation  of  urine.  ^ 

♦  The  next  morning.  Oft.  i6th,  I  found  the  patient  had  been  very 
rcWefs  the  whole  night ;  and  that  the  abdomen  was  Hill  very  tender 
10  the  touch.  Her  pulfe  beat  near  140  ftrokes  in  a  minute  ;  the  heat 
her  body  was  moderate,  and  at  times  there  had  been  a  gende 
[noitlure  on  her  fkin.  She  had  had  a  very  copious  ftool  in  the  nights 
rhe  catheter  having  proved  very  inconvenient  to  her,  it  was  only 
paired  occafionally,  at  which  times  a  confiderable  quantity  of  uriiM 
kvas  drawn  off.  ^ 

«  Upon  examining  the  vagina,  I  now  fouiKl  the  os  uteri  in  its  Mi’- 
turai  fuuation.’ 

The  fymptoms  attending  the  operation  gradually  fubfidei, 
ind  on  the  I2th  of  November  the  patient  was  perfeftly  reco¬ 
vered.  At  the  expiration  of  her  time,  fhe  was  delivered  of  a 
healthy  child,  and  has  fince  pafled  through  the  period  of  gefta- 
tion  without  any  untoward  circumftance. 

In  his  remarks  on  this  c^fe  Dr.  Chefton  adrifes  that  wheii^ 
iver  a  (hort  trocar  is  ufed,  another  long  canuJa,  or  flexible  ca¬ 
theter,  ihould  be  introduced  to  prevent  the  only  unfavourable 
circumftance  that  happened  to  him  in  the  courfe  of  his  oper¬ 
ation — the  danger  of  a  long  trocar  he  inftances  in  a  cafe  where 
Ihe  Uterus  was  wounded, 

[  HI.  Account  of  a  Cafe  in  which  the  Tendon  of  the  Biceps 
Mufcle  was  pundlured.  By  I'homas  Colby,  Surgeon,  at  Tor-* 
tington  in  Dcvonfhirc.  Communicated  by  Edward  Whitaker 
Gray,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. — We  cannot  help  exprefling  our  grati- 
:ude  to  Mr.  Colby  for  the  candour  with  which  he  informs  us 
:)f  a  cafe  of  which,  though  no  chi rurgfcal  inaccuracy  can  be  im- 
)uted  to  him,  yet  the  event  is  fuch  as  few  arc  willing  fbould 
:ome  before  the  public.  A  lady  was  bled  in  the  ve7ia  hafitica 
)n  the  25th  of  September,  without  complaining;  of  any  unufua! 
>ain.  On  the  following  day  the  wound  was  a  little  tender,  and 
Ireffed  with  liniment  alb;  On  the  27th  a  little  ftiftnefs  in  the 
vhole  arm  was  perceived,  which  increafed  daily,  with*  a  degree 
)f  fwelling,  but  no  appearance  of  inflammation.  The  wound 
vas  healed.  'Fhe  fymptoms  continued  till  the  12th  of  the  fol- 
owing  month,  during  which  emollient  applications  were  ufed, 
^ith  a  low  diet,  and  opiates  at  night.  From  the  13th,  Ihiverinc-, 
W’ith  other  feverifli  fymptoms,  occurred,  ?nd  a  fixed  pain  below 
Ihc  fternum,  and  about  the  lower  jaw.  On  the  apprehenfioa 
fcf  locked  jaw,  tindura  thcbaica ‘was  exhibited  in  the  dofe  of 
•wenty  drops  every  two  hours.  The  third  dofe  producing 
Peepinefs,  the  remedy  was  difeontinued.  On  the  following 
fciornlng  eryfipdas  fpread  over  the  whole  face,  neck,  and  arms; 
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and  from  that  time  all  fymptoms  of  ftriiture  abated.  The  ery¬ 
sipelas  gave  way  to  bark,  and  in  about  two  or  three  months  the 
arm  recovered  its  ufual  motion, 

IV.  Cafe  of  a  Child  born  with  Symptoms  of  Eryfipelas  fol* 
lowed  by  Gangrene.  By  the  late  Robert  BromHeld,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S.  Phyfician  to  the  Britifh  Lying-in  Hofpital. 

V.  An  Account  of  the  Species  of  Eryfipelas  deferibed  in 
the  preceding  Paper,  as  it  has  appeared  in  Infants  in  the  Britifli 
•Lying-in  Hofpital.  By  Maxwell  Garthftiore,  M.  D.  F.R.  S. 
and  h.  A.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Phyficians  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  .  and  Phyfician  to  the  Britifh  Lying-in  Hofpital. — 
Thefe  two  papers  give  a  very  exact  defeription  of  a  fpecies 
of  eryfipelas  peculiar  to  new-born  infants,  and  particularly,  it 
Should  feem,  among  the  children  of  the  lower  clafs,  with  a  con- 
Sirniation  of  the  modern  method  of  treating  this  fpecies  of  in¬ 
flammation  with  bark*  In  all  the  cafes  the  remedy  feems  to 
have  been  of  fervice,  and  fuccefsful  in  moft.  We  muft  refer 
our  readers  to  the  volume  for  the  other  particulars,  which  are 
well  worth  their  perufal. 

VI.  Cafe  of  an  unufually  large  Abfeefs  feated  between  the 
Peritoneum  and  Abdominal  Mufcles ;  from  which  the  Matter 
appeared  to  be  difeharged  fometimes  by  the  external  Opening, 

.  and  at  other  Times  by  Expeftoration.  By  Mr.  Charles  Kite, 
Surgeon  at  Gravefend.  Communicated  by  William  Ofborn, 
M.-D. — The  peculiarity  of  this  cafe  is  expreffed  in  the  title; 
for  the  particulars  of  the  treatment,  and  occafional  fymptoms, 
wc  refer  our  reader  to  the  volume. 

VII.  Cafe  of  a  total  Extirpation  of  the  external  Parts  of 
Generation.  By  William  Scott,  M.  D.  Phyfician  at  Stam* 
fordham  in  Northumberland.  Communicated  by  Dr.  Gray.— 
This  aftonifliing  aft  of  phrenzy  in  the  patient  was  attended  with 
Scarce  a  fingle  bad  fymptom.  The  haemorrhage  had  ceafed  when 
the  Doftor  fawhim  (four  hours  after  the  accident  was  difeo- 
vered),  by  the  mere  application  of  a  linen  cloth.  No  fever 
enfued.  At  the  end  of  feven  weeks  the  wound  healed,  a  fmall 
prominence,  or  elevated  ring,  being  formed  round  the  orifice  of 
the  urethra* 

VIII.  Obfervations  on  the  Ufe  of  Opium  in  the  Cure  of 
the  Venereal  Difeafe.  By  Mr.  John  Pcarfon,  Surgeon  to  the 
Lock- Hofpital,  and  to  the  Public  Difpenfary.— The  refult  of 
thefe  obfervations  is,  that,  after  two  years  occafional  exhibition 
of  opium  in  the  Lock- Hofpital,  the  remedy  is  not  to  be  de¬ 
pended  on,  not  having  fucceeded  in  a  fingle  marked  inftance. 
In  this  article  there  are  fcveral  remarkable  inaccuracies  of  the 
fr  inter. 

IX.  An 
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*  IX#  An  Account  of  the  favourable  Termination  of  a 
Wound  in  the  Stomach.  By  Mr.  William  Scott,  Surgeon  in 
the  Navy.  Communicated  bv  James  Carmichael  Smith,  M.  D- 
Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phyucians,  and  Phylician  extraordinary 
to  the  King. 

:  X.  A  Cafe  of  Suppreffion  of  Urine;  in  which  the  Puncture 
of  the  Bladder  in  the  Regio  Pubis  was  performed  with  Succefs. 
By  Mr.  James  Lucas,  Surgeon  to  the  Leeds  Infirmary.  Com¬ 
municated  by  Mr.  Pcarfon. 

XI.  •  The  Hiftory  of  a  Difeafe  in  the  Head  of  the  Tibia; 

with'  an  Account  pf  fome  remarkable  Appearances  which  pre- 
fented  themfelves  on  the  Dillbiilion  of  the  Limb.  By  Mr* 
Pcarfon. — This  cafe  had  fo  many  llrong  fymptoms  of  aueurifm 
as  to  deceive  fome  experienced  pra<£litioners.  ^  From  injediing 
and  dlfledling  the  limb  it  appeared  a  caries  of  the  tibia,  the 
matter  from  which,  together  with  coagulated  blood,  and  the  red 
inlbblion,  was  found  inclofed  in  a  fack.  Mr.  Pearfoa  exprefles 
a  doubt  whether  the  rupture  of  an  TiXtQxy  gave  origin  to  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  or  whether  the  erofion  of  the  Mood  vefftls  was  a  confe- 
quence  of  an  original  afFeftion  within  the  bone.  The  former 
appears  much  the  moft  probable,  as  we  well  know  that  any  fub- 
ftance  preffing  againft  a  bone  will  occafion  ulceration.;  but  it 
is  not  ufual  for  arteries  to  be  eroded  in  confeqiience  of  an  ori¬ 
ginal  affection  v/ithin  the  bone.  »  • 

XII.  A  Cafe  of  Hernia  Fcmoralis;  with  prailical  Obfer- 
vations.  By  Mr,  Henry  Watfon,  F.R.  S.  Senior  Surgeon  to 
the  Weftminfter  Hofpital. — ^^Fhis  cafe  is  well  worth  notice; 
and  we  recommend  a  careful  perufal  of  the  praftical  remarks  to 
every  young  practitioner.  The  operation  was  performed  after 
gangrene  had  taken  place  In  the  inteftine.  A. piece  of  omen¬ 
tum  that  protruded  with  it  was  tied  and  cut  oft',  and  »the  fpha- 
celated  portion  of  inteftine  was  carefully  kept  within  view  of 
the  external  orifice".  “  7'h"e  livid  part  fepSat^, 'and,  for  a  few 
days,  the  faeces  pafleJ  through  that  orifice,  biit  the  wound  filled 
up,  and  was  completely  cicatrifeJ  within  fix  weeks  of  the  oper¬ 
ation.  The  fucceeding  remarks,  coming  from  this  refpedtablc 
veteran  in  lurgery,  cannot  but  be  valuable  and  important. 

XIII.  A  remarkable  Cafe  of  Abllinence.  By  Robert  Wil- 
Ian,  M.  D. — if  we  miftakc  not,  we  have  met  with  this  cafe  in 
more  than  one  periodical  publication  already. 

.  XIV.  Cafe  of  a  Dropfy  of  the  Ovarium  ;  with  Remarks  on 
the  Paracentefis  of  the  Abdomen.  By  Mr.  Ford,  Surgeon  of 
the  General  Difpenfary.  —  A  woman  was  tapped  forty-one 
times  in  the  fpace  of  about  two  years  and  an  half.  At  the  dif. 
ferent  operations  2786  pints  of  water  were  drawn  from  her. 
Some  obfervations  are  added  to  prove  that,  by  comparing  the 

quantity 


Medical  Communications^ 


quantity  of  fluid  taken  into  the  mouth  with  what'pafTed  by 
urine,  or  was  drawn  ofF  by  tapping,  a  coniiderable  quantity 
mud  have  been  inhaled  by  the  fkin*  This  remark  was  unne* 
ceflary,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Mifs  Mumford  the  tapping  was  re¬ 
peated  as  often,  and  the  patient  did  not  drink  any  thing  for  fe* 
veral  weeks.  But  it  is  needlefs  to  amplify  inftances,  of  a  hSk 
no  one  doubts.  The  cautions  concerning  tapping  are  among 
thofe  ufually  given  by  every  anatomical  teacher. 

XV.  Obfervations  on  the  Effeft  of  Camphor  applied  ex- 
teriully  in  fome  Cafes  of  Retention  of  Urine.  By  Mr.  John 
Latham,  F.  R.  S.  Surgeon  at  Deptford.  Communicated  by 
Dr.  Gray. — This  article  may  teach  us  not  to  overlook  cuftoms 
which  probably  had  their  origin  in  fome  well-eftablilhed  faA. 
Camphorating  blider  plaifters  has  fallen  much  into  difufe,  from 
an  idea  of  the  improbability  of  any  advantages  arifing  from  them. 
But  Mr.  Latham  produces  fevcral  indances  of  the  good  effect 
of  rubbing  the  (kin  with  a  faturated  folution  of  camphor  in  oil 
of  almonds,  in  cafes  that  had  refided  other  remedies. 

XVI.  •  Cafe  of  an  Injury  of  the  external  Table  of  the 
Skull,  fuccefsfully  treated.  By  Mr.  Charles  Brandon  Tryc, 
Surgeon  of  the  Glouceder  Infirmary.  Communicated  by  Mr. 
Henry  Watfon,  F.  R.  S.~This  article  is  too  long  to  tranferibe, 
and  too  complicated  to  abbreviate.  It  well  deferves  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  pradtitioners,  and  (hews,  with  many  cafes  that  frequently 
occur,  the  propriety  of  applying  the  trephine  to  parts  of  the 
(kull  where  anomalous  pains  have  been  fixed  for  fome  time. 
The  circumdances  and  appearances  are  all  accurately  deferibed 
and  illudrated  by  a  plate. 

XVII.  Cafe  of  a  Rupture  of  the  Corpora  Cavernofa  Penis. 
By  the  fame. 

XVIII.  Account  of  a  Mortified  Hand,  which  was  taken  oS 
at  the  Joint  of  the  Wrid.  By  Mr.  John  Latham,  Surgeon  at 
Dartford  in  Kent.  Communicated  by  Dr.  Gray.— This  cafe 
is  remarkable  for  an  inflammation  that  ended  in  gangrene, 
arifing  from  no  apparent  caufe ;  aiid  dill  more  fo  for  a  fpon- 
tancous  reparation,  firft  of  three  fingers;  after  that  of  the 
tip  of  the  ulna;  and,  ladly,  of  the  radius.  Thus  the  whole 
hand  was  removed  almod  without  art.  By  the  ufual  drdlings 
the  cure  was  completed,  the  dump  being  as  firm  and*  even  as 
after  amputations  in  the  common  way. 

XIX.  Of  the  different  Kinds  or  Species  of  Inflammation, 
and  of  the  Caufes  to  which  thofe  Differences  may  be  aferibed. 
By  James  Carmichael  Smith,  M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  College  of 
Phyficians,  and  of  the  Royal  Society ;  and  Phyfician  Extraordi¬ 
nary  to  his  Majedy. — In  a  treatife  on  inflammation,  written  fo 
lately  as  the  year  1789,  by  a  phyfician  pradifing  in  London, 
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could  not  but  expert  a  boldnefs  of  refearch,  an  accuracy  of 
defcription,  a  fyftem  founded  on  experiments  of  the  author, 
and  directed  by  the  obfervations  of  his  induftrious  contenn/pora-* 
ries.  If  we  were  to  be  referred  to  the  ancients,  we  rathef 
cxpedled  it  might  be  to  rectify  the  errors  that  had  crept 
I  into  modern  writers  by  a  mifappiication  .of  terms,  or  to  fliew 
the  difadvantages  under  which  they  laboured  from  a  want  of 
V  anatomical  knowledge,  or  occafionally  ■  to  point  out  an  acci* 
I  dental  coincidence,  in  order  to  mark  ^e  efforts  of  obferration 
and  induftry  under  every  difad  vantage.  ;  Let  our  readers  judge 
how  far  we  were  difappointed. 

•  The  word  Inflammation,*  fays  Dr.  Smyth,  '  has  commonly  been 
confidered  as  a  general  title,  comprehending  under  it  a  variety  of  forms 
or  fpecies,  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  diftinguiflicd  by  peculiar  and 
charadleriftic  fymptoms*.  But  phj’fic  is  far  from  having  attained 
this  degree  of  perfe^idn ;  for,  though  fome  of  thofc  didin Alons  f 
have  been  noticed  by  phyficians,  the  greater  number  have  pafled 
unobferved,  or  have  not  been  marked  with  that  accuracy  which  the 
importance  of  the  fubjed  requires. 

•  After  having,  for  a  confiderable  time,  carefully  attended  to  the 
various  forms  of  inflammation,  it  appears  to  me  Uiat  the  principal 
caufes  of  fpecific  diftinflion  amongfl  them  may  be  referred  to  one  of 
other  of  the  four  following  circumllances  : 

♦  The  iirft  is,  the  caufe  exciting  the  inflammation. 

‘  The  fccond,  the  funflion,  or  ufe  in  the  animal  economy  of  the 

part  inflamed. 

*  The  third,  the  natural  texture  or  ftrufture  of  the  fame. 

‘  The  fourth,  that  texture  or  ftrudure  of  a  part  which  is  not  na* 

tural  to  it,  but  is  the  confequence  of  fome  previous  difeafe.’ 

Is  there  any  thing  in  this  that  has  been  overlooked  by  other 
phyficians  ?  But  moft  writers  who  have  wiflied  fyftematically 
to  inform  the  world  on  this  important  fuhje^y  hzve  given  a  defi¬ 
nition  of  inflammation,  (hewn  the  change  produced  by  it  in  the 
parts  affefted,  and  marked  the  peculiar  circumftan'*es  by  which 
the  different  fpecies  are  to  be  known.’  Dr.  Smyth  has  thought 
it  fuflicient  to  bring  us  at  once  to  the  caufes  of  fpecific  diftindlion 


•  *‘Haec  enim  (feiz  phl^monc  vel  inflammatio)  frequentiflime 
incidit,  et  plurimas  habet  difl^rentias.  See. 

*  Harum  autem  cuique  fuam  inveneris  diflferentiam  ex  quo  ejus  turn 
fpecies  cognofeitur,  turn  idoneum  remedium  fuppeditatur.  G^en.  ad 
Glaucon.  de  Med.  Method,  lib.  ii.  cap.  i. 

t  *  Prima  itaque  inflammationis  differentia  eft  quse  in  humidam 

ficcam  diftinguitur,  rr.v  ^1  ejus  (feiz.  humidx)  mults 
fant  fpecies,  una  ex  fanguinis,  altefa  ex  bilis,  tertia  ex  utriufque 
fimul  deflcxionc.  Id.  eod.* 

snc.rev.  VOL.  xvin.jutY  1791.  n  among 
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among  them.  It  has  ufaally  been  thought  that  the  fpecific  dlf- 
tindtion  Ihould  firft  be  learned,  and  next  the  varieties  under 
which  each  fpccies  might  appear,  according  to  the  circumftances 
marked  by  the  Doctor  as  the  caufes  of  the  diftinilion. 

I'he  proximate  caufe  of  inflammation  is  next  obferved  to  be 
in  every  inilance  necelFarily  the  fame ;  but  that  the  more  re¬ 
mote  muft  have  a  confiderable  influence  in  varying  the  appear¬ 
ance  and  nature  of  tlie  dlfeafe.  -The  following  is  an  illuttration 
of  this  obfervaiion : 

«  The  ophthalmia,  or  inflammation  of  the  eye,  which  is  frequently 
brought  on  by  cold  or  external  injury,  is  often  the  confequence  of  a 
fcrophulous  or  venereal  taint.  But  the  difeafe,  though  the  fame  in 
appearance  is  found  to  differ  very  eflcntially,  and  to  require  a 
Ycry  different  treatment,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  caufe.* 

Our  author  goes  on  to  fhew,  by  a  variety  of  illuftrations,  the 
different  circumftances  attending  inflammation  in  the  fame  parts 
from  different  caufes.  ‘  The  fecond  circumftance  mentioned 
as  a  fource  of  fpecific  diftindlion  among  inflammations,  was 

*  the  fundiion  of  the  part  inflamed.  This  circumftance,*  fays 
the  author  of  the  paper,  ‘  perhaps  the  leaft  important  of  any, 

*  has,  froni  being  the  moft  obvious,  given  rife  to  the  greateft 
‘  number  of  diftinftions  among  inflammations  j  phyjictans  havini 

*  looked  upon  the  injlammation  of  every  particular  organ  of  the  hodj 
^  as  a  dijiin£f  and  fpecific  infiammation.^  This  is  evident  from  the 

*  long  lift  of  names  to  be  met  with  in  every  iridividual  part  of 
‘  the  body  with  the  Greek  termination  in  (itis)y  as  phrenitis, 

*  pleuritis,*  &c.  If  this  paflkge  were  intended  to  be  read  by 
.  patients,  and  not  by  praiSitioners,  we  Ibould  know  how  to  uii- 

derftand  it ;  but,  by  its  finding  place  in  the  prefent  colle6lioii, 
that  cannot  be  the  cafe;  But  did  any  medical  writer  ever  confider 
thefe  names  in  any  different  view  than  what  Dr.  Smyth  thinks 
we  ou^h't  to  confider  them  ;  or  can  it  be  juftly  faid  that,  in  a 
ftate  of  inflammation,  the  funftion  of  a  part  is  the  leaft  impor* 
taut  confideration  ? 

The  third  caufe  of  fpecific  diftin£lion  in  inflammation  Is  the 
peculiar  texture  of  the  part  inflamed,  *  a  circumftance  which, 
^  though  hitherto  overlooked,  or  (lightly  attended  to,  feems  to 
‘  conftitute  fame  of  the  moft  important  diftindtions  in  the 

*  dlfeafe.* 


‘  *  Although,  in  many  inftanccs,  we  may  not  be  able,  at  firH 
fight,  to  diilingulfh  the  caufe  of  an  ophthalmia,  yet  phyficians  of 
experience  will  fcldom  be  miflaken  in  judging  of  this,  even  from  the 

.appearance  of  the  inflammation.* - [Our  readers  will  perhaps 

furprifed  that^the  text  fhould  affert  dife^es'to  be  the  fame  in  appe^p 
ana,  and  the  note  that  physicians  of  experience  will  feldom  be 
,  taken  in  judging  even  from  the  appearance  of  the  inflammation.] 

•  Experience 
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^  Experience  has  long  fince  taught  us  that  every  part  of  an  animal 
liody,  the  cuticle  and  hair  perhaps  excepted,  is  liable  to  inflammation ; 
and,  by  attending  ftriftly  to  the  phenomena,  it  is  equally  evident, 
that,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  part  aifeded,  the  difeafe  puts  on 
a  different  appearance ;  is  accompanied  by  different  fymptoms ;  is  of 
various  termination ;  becomes  more  or  lefs  acute  or  chronic ;  and  re* 
quires  a  different,  and,  at  times,  an  oppofite  treatment.  I  do  not, 
however,  pretend  to  have  fully  invefligated  this  fubjed,  or  to  be 
able  to  afeertain  all  the  various  (hades  of  inflammation,  according  to 
the  great  diverflty  of  ftrudurc  obfervable  in  the  different  parts  ot  the 
body.  1  only  propc  fe  to  give  the  outlines  of  fome  of  the  moll  obvious 
andllriking  dillindions  originating  from  this  fource ;  and  which,  as 
they  occur  frequently  in  pradicc,  arc  of  more  immediate  concern  to 
the  pradical  phyfician. 

^  The  following,  then,  in  my  opinion,  may  be  juftly  conlidered  as 
diflind  fpecies  of  inflammation,  each  of  them  having  a  fpecifle  chi* 
rader,  ftrongly  marked,  which,  in  every  inftance,  feems  entirely  to 
depend  upon  the  peculiar  (Irudure  of  the  part  inflamed : 


ill.  The  inflammation  of  the  Skin.  Eryfipelas. 

2d.  —  ■  Cellular  Membrane.  Phfegmortt 

3d.  — -  Diaphanous  Membranes. 

4th.  - -  Mucous  Membranes* 

5  th.  — - - — .  Mufcular  Fibres.' 


This,  then,  if  we  are  to  truft  to  language,  is  Dr.  Smyth^s 
theory.  Happy  would  it  be  for  mankind,  could  all  this  readily 
determine  a  difeafe.  The  feat  of  a  difeafe  is  generally  fo  eafily 
jenown  in  ' the  parts  here  mentioned,  that  were  nothing  more 

Sieceffary  to  know  its  fpecific  nature,  we  ftiould  feldom  be  at  a 
ofs  for  it.  But  it  has  generally  been  thought  that,  befides  the 
:aufes  above  enumerated,  an  attention  to  peculiarity  of  confti- 
:ution,  to  the  particular  ftate  of  it  at  the  time  of  the  difeafe, 
yhere  we  have  no  reafon.to  fufpe£l  a  .fpecific  poifon,  were 
imong  the  principal  circumftances  of  the  phyfician’s  inquiries* 
iut  our  author’s  authorities  are  too  venerable  to  be  difputed. 
i'rom  Galen  he  (hews  that  the  feat  of  eryfipelas  is  the  ficin ; 

from  Celsus,  that  eryfipelas  is  true  inflammation.  In  an- 
wer  to  fome  objedions  that  may  be  raifed  to  thus  confining 
he  feat  of  eryfipelas  to  the  (kin,  on  account  of  the  ferous  cx- 
ravafations  that  attend  it,  we  are  told  that  this  extravafation  is 
iot  an  inflammation  in  the  cellular  membrane,  as  is  proved  by 
he  abfcnce  of  pulfation  and  fuppuration ;  and  that  where  thelo 
rflow,  the  difeafe  is  not  pure  eryfipelatous  inflammation,  but 
a  mixed  kind. 

When  once  we  admit  the  premifes,  that  the  (kin  only  Is  fub- 
ed  to  eryfipelas,  and  the  cellular  membrane  to  phlegmon,  the 
lonfequence  mull  be  as  here  ftated.  But  (bould  it  be  urged 
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that  we  meet  with  two  fpecics  of  inflammation  in  the  cclluiaf 
membrane,  one  in  w'hich  the  difeafe  is  difFufcd,  which  feldom 
tends  to  fuppuiation,  or,  where  it  docs^  generally  terminates  in 
gangrene ;  the  other  more  confined,  ufually  (hewing  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  fuppurate  ;  and  where  that  event  follows,  the  procefs  of 
granulation  is  fpeedy  ii*  proportion  as  the  inflammation  was  vio. 
lent,  and  the  fuppuration  early ;  we  (hall  be  apt  to  fuppofe  that 
we  have  really  difeovered  two  difeafes  abfolutely  diftinft,  though 
feated  in  the  fame  part. 

The  author  proceeds  to  enumerate  the  caufes  of  eryfipelas, 
^  a  talk  he  conceives  the  more  indifpenfable,  as  an  idea  has  ge- 
*  nerally  prevailed,  that  thofe  caufes,  though  different  in  ap- 
‘  pearance,  might  all  be  referred  to  acrimony.’  It  would  have 
been  well  to  have  informed  us  what  is  here  meant  by  acrimonjt 
The  author,-  in  the  courfe  of  his  paper,  fpeaks  of  no  other  acri¬ 
mony  than  what  he  calls  chemical  acrimony,  or  the  various 
cauftics,  and  the  (lings  of  infedls.  Surely  he  could  not  mean 
to  affert  that  the  general  opinion  went  to  confine  efyfipelas  to 
fuch  caufes.  What  then  is  meant  by  acrimony;  or  where  is 
this  generally  prevalent  idea  to  be  traced,  that  renders  it  fo  in- 
difpenfible  for  our’author  to  (late  the  various  caufes  of  eryfipelas! 

It  would  carry  us  much  too  far  from  our  defign,  and  beyond 
our  limits,  to  examine  how  far  our  author  might  allude  to  Dr. 
Cullen  in  this  account.  It  is  enough  to  fay,  that,  if  he  mean: 
to  adopt  his  language,  he  (hould  have  confined  himfelf  to  it ;  if 
he  meant  to  oppofe  his  theory,  he  (hould  not  have  confounded 
it  with  hii  di(lin£licns ;  and  if  he  meant  to  form  a  theory  of 
his  own,  he  (liould  have  commenced  with  a  general  definition, 
and  have  affixed  a  precife  meaning  to  every  word  that  implied! 
an  idea  on  which  his  theory  was  built.  If  by  eryfipelas  we  are 
to  underftand  only  a  name  for  cutaneous  inflammation,  in  erdst 
to  dire<5l  us  to  a  cure,  we  (hould  have  been  taught  the  confli* 
tutlonal  caufes  that  induced  inflammation  in  this  particular  part. 
This  is  the  more  necelTary,  as  a  different  mode  of  cure 
pointed  out  from  that  of  the  phlegmon. 

In  enumerating  the  caufes  of  phlegmon,  our  author  mention^ 
acrimony  as  one  which  fome  phyfictans  have  confined  to  ervli* 
pelas— our  readers  may  be  furprifed  after  this,  to  find  that, 
proof  of  the  contrary,  we  arc  told  that  the  venereal  virus  occa*^ 
(ions  a  bubo,  the  inflamrraticn  of  which  is  purely  phlegmoiioiisi 
Here  w’c  meet  with  the  fame  inconvenience  from  terms  undc  ^ 
fined.  Did  any  phyficiaii  ever  aflert  that  the  ablbrption  c»| 
morbid  poifons  produced  only  an  inflammation  of  the  (kin  ?  Yc:| 
from  this  cbnfuiion  of  names  for  difeafes,  and  terms  undefin"  *1 
we  are  led  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  an  opinion  has  prevail^! 
Another  caufe  bf  the  phlegmonous  inflammation  is  faidtoh 
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obftruftion;  but^  without  any  defcnption  of  what  is  meanfby 
obftrudtion,  we  are  told  that  ‘  thongh  it  may  cxiit  for  years 
‘  without  inflammation,  yet,  wherever  it  is  attended  witi)  pain 
‘  or  tcnfion,  inflammation  is  induced/  Are  not  pain  ai:d  ten- 
fion  ufually  the  efFedt,  rather  than  the  caufe,  of  inflammation ; 
and  where  the  latter  is  the  caufe  (for  the  tirft  never  can  be), 
might  it  liot  be  fairly  referred  to  our  author’s  fint  divifion, 
\  the  mechanicab?’ 

Having  given  our  opinion  thus  freely  on  the  firft  part  of  a 
paper,  in  which  we  were  fo  much  difappointed,  we  (hall  difmifs 
the  whole  with  a  reference  of  our  readers  to  the  pradtical  re¬ 
marks  contained  in  it;  and  with  a  fine  .re  wifli  that  thefe  hints 
may  induce  the  learned  author  to  republifli  his  theory,  freed 
from  the  inconveniences  we  have  taken  the  liberty  of  pointing 
out, 

[  Ti  he  continued^  ] 


Art.  XII.  A  Practical  Dijfertation  cn  the  Jlledicinal  Eff‘eSfs  of 

the  Bath  JVaters,  By  William  ‘Falconer^  Ad*  D.  F.  R*  S,  and 

Phyfician  to  the  Bath  HojpitaL  8vo.^  pp.  l88.  4s.  boards. 

Meyler,  Bath  ;  Robinfons,  London,  I79^* 

'^HIS  treatife  is  intended  to  be  a  pradtical  account  of  the 
^  medicinal  efFedts  of  Bath  waters,  colledted  from  the  expe¬ 
rience  and  obfervation  of  twenty  years.  Dr.  Falconer,  how¬ 
ever,  acknowledges,  that  time  has  by  no  means  cleared  up  all 
the  doubts  v/hich  he  entertained  when  he  firft  applied  himfelf  to 
the  confideration  of  this  fubjedt."”  In  fomie  inftances,  the  efFedts 
of  the  waters,  and  the  confequent  application  of  them,  appear 
to  be  more  clearly  defined  ;  but  in  many  others,  all  that  has 
hitherto  been  afeertained  is  only  fuch  a  probability  as  will 
warrant  or  encourage  a  cautious  trial.  Whether  farther  light 
toay  not  be  thrown  on  this  fubjedl  by  the  progrefs  of  chemical 
lifeoveries,  which  are  daily  advancing,  it  is  impo/Tible  to  deter¬ 
mine;  but  it  is  certain  that  our  knowledge  of  the  medicinal  ef- 
edts  of  .Bath  waters  can  only  be  improved  by  repeated  experi- 
nents,  accompanied  with  judicious  obfervation,  in  the  careful 
)rofecution  of  which  the  author  now  before  us  is  doubtlefs  en- 
illed  to  much  praife. 

Dr.  Falconer,  after  reciting  fomc  experiments  on  the  Bath 
waters,  in  addition  to  thofe  which  he  had  formerlyxmade,  pro- 
‘teds  to  the  inveftigation  of  his  fubjedf,  and  conuders  the  eflbdls 
>f  thofe  waters,  both  as  they  are,  internally  and  externally 
jpplied.  He  begins  witii  obferving,  that  the  Bath  water,  when 
P^^k  frefh  fronr  the  fpring  in  the  ufual  manner,  has,  in  moil 
K  D  3  perfonsj 
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perfonsy  the  effeft  of  raifing,  and  rather  accelerating  the  pulfe, 
increafing  the  heat  of  the  body,  and  exciting  the  fecretions ;  fo 
that  it  may,  in  medical  expreffion,  be  juftly  accounted  flimulant. 

Aftringency  is  another  quality  commonly  aferibed  to  Bath 
waters,  on  account  of  the  coftivenefs  which  frequently  accom^ 
panics  the  ufe  of  them.  But  Dr.  Falconer  is  inclined  to  aferibe 
this  efFeft  to  their  heating  qualities,  and  to  their  power  of  ex¬ 
citing  the  other  fecretions,  rather  than  to  any  politively  aftringent 
quality.' 

The  Bath  waters  poffefs  a  diuretic  quality,  as  they  likewife 
do  a  diaphoretic;  but  the  latter  is  lefs  evident,  and  depends 
more  upon  the  regimen  of  life,  and  other  circumflances  in 
which  the  waters  are  taken.  -That  they  are  alfo  endowed  with 
antifpafmodic  quality,  is  evident  from  their  good  efFeds  in  the 
colica  piclonum,  and  thofe  convulfive  retchings  to  vomit,  which 
often  attend  the  gout  in  the  ftomach,  and  in  many  other  in- 
ftances.  Whether  this  quality  be  owing  to  their  ftimulus, 
which  is  rather  of  the  inflammatory  kind.  Dr.  Falconer  does 
not  determine. 

The  author  next  takes  a  view  of  the  eftedls  of  Bath  waters 
when  ufed  by  external  application.  He  obferves,  that  they  may 
be  confidered  as  warm  baths,  from  about  an  hundred  and  fix 
deg  rces  of  heat  to  any  inferior  degree  of  warmth  that  may  be 
defired ;  and  when  regarded  fimply  as  warm  baths,  their  advan¬ 
tages  over  fuch  as  are  artificially  heated,  are  not  inconfiderable. 
They  are  detergent  and  antifpafmodic,  but  lefs  diaphoretic  than 
common  water. 

Dr.  Falconer  next  treats  of  the  circumftances  and  diforders 
in  which  the  ufe  of  Bath  waters  is  indicated,  This  he  points 
out  to  be  in  cafes  of  languor  arifing  from  inertia,  whether  of 
the  fyftem  in  general,  or  any  particular ‘part,  as  of  the  blood- 
vefTels,  nervous  fyftem,  or  of  the  alimentary  canal.  Thus  they 
are  found  to  be  ufeful  in  fuch  cafes  of  permanent  languor  as  arc 
commonly  termed  cachectic ;  of  which  clafs  is  the  chlorofis  inci¬ 
dent  to  women.  The  Bath  waters  are  not  only  highly  fervice- 
able  in  the  beginning  of  this  complaint,  but  in  its  more  advanced 
ftages,  which  are  .often  attended  with  obftru£tions  of  the  ab¬ 
dominal  vifeera.  T'hey  muft,  however,  be  ufed  before  any  fe 
ver  or  hedtic  difpofition  takes  place. 

Dr*  Falconer  deferibes  accurately  the  figns  by  which  it  may 
be  known,  whether  the  ufe  of  Bath  water  is  likely  to  prove  fuc- 
ceTsful,  as  .well  as  thofe  which  evince  that  it  difagrees  with  the 
nature  of  the  diforder ;  and  he  likewife  fpecifics  the  means  by 
which  the  waters  may  be  rendered  agreeable  to  the  ilomach,  and 
ferviceable  to  health. 
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Our  author  treats,  in  a  very  praftical  manner,  of  the  effedts 
of  the  Bath  water  in  vifceral  obftruclions  arifing  from  different 
caufes;  and  he  diredls  the  ufe  of  them  with  great  judgmci.t^ 
both  in  tbefe  and  other  diforders,  fuch  as  the  various  fpecies  of 
the  palfy,  the  gout,  rheumatifm,  &c.  To  exemplify  his  ob- 
fervations,  we  mall  lay  before  our  readers  the  account  which  he 
gives  of  the  ufe  of  tlje  Bath  waters  in  weaknefe  of  the  organs  of 
dig^^ftion : 

•  Complaints  arifing  from  the  weaknefs  of  the  organs  of  digeflion^ 
are  often  much  relieved  by  the  Bath  waters.  Thefe  diforders  are 
connedled  with  Various  caufes ;  and  it  is  in  a  good  meafure  from  a 
confideration  of  ihe'e,  that  our  judgment  concerning  the  probability 
of  the  fuccefs  of  the  waters  mull  be  formed* 

‘  Excefs  in  ftrong  liquors  is  a  common  caufc  of  weaknefs  of  the 
fundioui  of  the  flomach.  Want  of  appetite  is  generally,  in  fuch 
cafes,  ^he  leading  fymptom.  With  this  are  frequently  joined  collive* 
nefs,‘  naufea  (elpecially  in  the  morning),  which  is  fometimes  at* 
tended  with  vomiting,  a  fenfation  of  inflation,  together  with  cold- 
nefs  and  infenlibility  of  the  flomach,  heart-burn,  flatulent  erudla- 
tions,  and  fometimes  conCdeiable  pain  in  that  organ.  Thefe  fymp- 
toms  are  more  fevere  when  fpirituous  liquors  have  been  indulged  in, 
than  when  Ample  fermented  liquors  have  been  ufed* 

•  In  luch  cafes,  the  ufe  of  the  waters  internally  is  often  of  great 
ftrvice,  provided  the  fymptoms  be  not  too  far  advanced,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  will  confent  to  a  reform  in  his  regimen  of  life. 

•  Caution  is  however  neceflTary  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  remedy, 
Jt  fometimes  happens  that  the  immoderate  ufe  of  fpirituous  or  fer* 
mented  liquors,  inllead  of  producing  an  infenfibility  of  the  flomach 
to  ftimulant  fubftances  (which  is  their  general  efFc£l),  will  bring  on  a 
great  degree  of  morbid  irritability,  though  without  any  tendency  to 
fever.  This  generally  takes  place  in  young  people  who  have  impru¬ 
dently  given  way  to  fuch  irregularities.  In  fuch  cafes  the  internal  ufe 
of  the  waters  may.  more  properly  be  forborn  for  a  time.  and.  the  ex¬ 
ternal  ufe  of  them,  at  a 'temperate  degree  of  heat  (92  degrees  for  in^ 
fiance),  made  trial  of,  in  a  cautious  manner.  This  often  relieves  the 
nervous  irritability  very  much,  and  prepares  the  patient  for  the  inter¬ 
nal  ufe  of  the  waters,  which  mufl  be  very  gradually  adminillered,  in 
conjunftion  with  the  bath.  The  latter  of  thefe  1  have  often  found  of 
more  importance  than  it  is  ufually  apprehended  to  be  in  fuch  cafes,  and 
am  fatished  it  is  at  leaft  as  generally  ufeful  ana  more  fafe  than  the 
waters  internally  taken. 

‘  If  the  itomach  be  in  a  cold  and  infenfible  flate,  loaded  with  mu¬ 
cus,  and  flow  in  digefting  food,  an  emetic  will  be  neceflary.  tu-roufe 
it  into  action,  and  to  difeharge  its  accumulated  content^.  An  ounce 
and  an  half  or  two  ounces  of  the  wine  of  ipecacuanha,  and  two 
grains  of  the  antimonium  tartarifatum  is  a  powerful,  but  not  too 
itrong  a  dofe  on  fuch  an  occafion  tor  an  adult  perfon,  not  greatly 
Weakened  by  the  diforder  \  and  is  the  bell  preparation  for  the  waters, 
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uhich  (hould  be  CLicrcd  upon  as  Toon  as  poiTible  afterwards^  whlLI 
the  effcfts  of  the  emetic  may  be  fuppofed  to  continue. 

*  Such  a  remedy,  however,  though  fafe  and  beneficial  in  cautious 
bands,  mud  not  be  indifcriminately  ventured  on,  or  often  repeated. 
Vhcii  the  irritability  of  the  fydem  is  prcternaturally  intrealcd,  eme¬ 
tics  arc  often  fatiguing,  and  didrefsful  in  their  operation,  and  ferve 
fometimes  to  aggravate  thofe  fymptoms  we  would  widi  to  abate  ;  and 
even  in  habits  where  their  ufe  is  lefs  exceptionable,  we  mud  be  care¬ 
ful  led  by  their  too  frequent  exhibition  we  produce  a  habit  of  taking 
them; — a  cudom  which  it  is  difficult  to  lay  afide,  and  highly  inju- 
rious  to  health  to  perfevere  in. 

<  The  date  of  the  bowels  is  likewife  nccefTi^ry  to  be  attended  to. 
Codivenefs  is  generally  a  fymptom  complained  of,  fonietimes  with| 
and  at  others  w  ithout  caufe.  A  few  grains  (three  ^or  four  for  in- 
dance)  of  the  pilula  ex  aloe  may  be  taken  at  night,  and  occafionally 
repeated,  when  there  is  any  real  codivenefs.  But  the  patient  (hould 
confider  that  purging  is  by  no  means  to  be  confidered  as  an  operation 
that  leads  to  the  cure  of  the  diforder,  and  that  every  degree  of  it  be- 
yond  promoting  fuch  a  degree  of  evacuation  as  is  natural,  tends  to 
weaken,  and  ofeourfe  to  injure  the  patient.  This  caution  I  thought 
necefTary  to  infert,  as  it  is  a  common  midake  with  perfons  labouring 
under  thefe  complaints,  to  fancy  that  a  lax  date"  of  the  bowels  is  fa¬ 
vourable  to  4heir  health,  and  of  courfe  to  he  frequently  taking  medi¬ 
cines  of  fuch  a  tendency  a  habit  produflive  of  numerous  bad  con- 
fequences,  and  particularly  counterading  the  effects  of  the  Bath 
waters. 

*  A  contrary  habit  fometimes  takes  place,  cfpccially  in  cafes  of 
increafed  irritability.  This  mud  by  all  means  be  retrained  within 
moderate  bounds;  and  I  have  generally  found  a  drong  infufion  of 
cinnamon,  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  tineiura  opii  camphorata,  fre- 
quently  adminiitered,  fei  viccabie  to  this  end.  The  warm  bath  tried 
cautioufly,  often  produces  in  fuch  cafes  the  bed  effefts. 

*  It  is  not  uncommon  to  fee  cafes  wherein  an  obdinate  codivenefs, 
or  rather  condipation  of  the  bowels,  will  continue  feveral  days,  and 
be  fucceeded  by  a  violent  diarrhoea;  and  tliefc  oppodte  habits  tQ 
fucceed  one  another  alternately  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time. 

*  In  fuch  cafes  it  is  neccffiry  to  be  very  attentive  to  prevent  the 
codivenefs,  which  lays  the  foundation  of  the  violent  difeharge ;  and 
with  this  precaution  1  have  feen  the  Bath  waters  ufcd  both  intetnally 
and  externally  with  the  greated  advantage.* 

>  Through  the  whole  of  this  treatife  Dr.  Falconer  appears  to 
have  faithfully  adhered  to  experience,  without  magnifying  the 
virtues  of  Bath  waters  from  any  partiality,  or  determining,  with 
regard  to  their  effefts,  from  the  di<^ates  of  theoretical  fpecula 
tion.  His  obfervations,  therefore,  may  be  confidered  as  com 
^  prifing  the  bed  dire£lions  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  waters ;  and  their 
authority  will  continue  to  be  refpefted  the  longer,  as  they  are 
drawn  from  the  fafeft  and  mod  fatisfadorjr  fources  of  medical 
pradtice. 
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Art.  XIII.  J  Sketch  of  the  Revenue  and  Finances  of  Ireland^  and 
the  Appropriated  Funds.,  Loans,  and  Debt  of  the  Notion,  from 
their  Commenceme  nt ;  with  AbJiraLls  of  the  principal  Heads  of 
Receipt  and  Expenditure  for  Sixt\  Tears,  and  the  vatious  Suppliet 
fince  the  Revolution.  The  whole  illujirated  with  Charts.  By  R.F. 
Clarendon.  410,  pp.  2i2»  los.  6d.  Lowndes.  London, 
1791- 

AS  the  public  profperity  of  every  country  Is  intimately  con- 
nested  with  the"  Itate  of  its  finances,  the  exa6f  afeertain- 
ment  of  the  latter  muft  always  be  regarded  as  an  interelHng  ob- 
jeft  of  inquiry.  The  hiftory  of  the  revenue  of  Great-Britain 
•  has  been  lately  detailed,  with  much  ufeful  information,  by  Sir 
John  Sinclair ;  and  we  arc  glad  to  find  that  an  author  has  now 
arifen  to  profecute  the  fubjecl  fo  far  as  it  concerns  the  finances 
of  the  filler  kingdom.  1  he  authentic  hiftory  of  Ireland  com¬ 
mences  only  in  the  twelfth  century, 'beyond  which  period  it 
would  be  in  vain  to  look  for  any  account  of  the  Irilh  revenue*. 
The  fubfidies  derived  thence  by  the  firft  Englilh  fovereigns 
were  very  inconfiderable,  arifing  only  from  the  fubjecls  within 
I  the  narrow  limits  of  the  pole;  and  confifted  of  various  branches 
I  analogous  to  thofe  which  compofed  the  Englifti  revenue  at  that, 
time.  But  of  fuch,  a  very  fmall  remnant  enters  into  the  modern 
revenue  of  Ireland.  To  the  time  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  the 
revenue  of  which  we  have  any  accounts,  feldom  exceeded  5000/* 
a  year.  In  the  time  of  Elizabeth  it  had  incrcafed  only  to  Soooi 
per  annum,  while,  during  the  firft  fifteen  years  of  that  reign, 
the  Irilh  government  c(>ft  England  upwards  of  490,000/. 

The  fubfidies  granted  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland  in  aid  of 
the  fettled  duties,  &c.  from  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Seventh, 
confifted  of  a  land-tax  of  1 31.  bd^- upon  every  plow  of  land  oc¬ 
cupied  and  manured  within  Ireland.  This  was  the  cuftomarjr 
rate  until  the  11th  of  James  the  Firft,  when  the  method  of  tax¬ 
ing  individuals  for  their  reputed  eftates  was  fettled  at  the  rate 
of  4i.  in  the  pound  upon  land,  and  2s.  8d.  in  the  pound  upon 
goods.  . 

A  fubfidy  upon  the  temporalty  was  generally  granted  for  40, 
41,  or  45^000?.  The  amount  of  thofe  upon  the  clergy  do  not 
appear  from  the  journals  of  parliament,  being  given  in  their 
convocation.  The  arrangement  of  the  fubfidies  was  made  by 
the, lord-lieutenant  and  council,  and  confirmed  by  a  vote  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

The  public  revenue  of  Ireland  confifts  of  the  following 
branches,  viz.  the  heredtury  revenue,  granted  chiefly  on  the 
flotation  of*  Charles  the  Second  j  additiortal  duties,  granted 
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fhortly  after  the  revolution ;  appropriated  duties^  laid  on  at  dif« 
fcrcnt  periods;  famp  dutm^  granted  in  1773;  and  the  revenue 
§f  the  pojl-officey  eftabliflied  in  1783. 

The  hereditary  revenue  confilts  of  the  ancient  patrimony  of 
the  crown,  payable  by  prefcription  or  cuilom,  fanftioned  by 
common  law;  as  the  crown-rents,  port-corn,  compofition- 
rcnts,  prizage,  light-houfe  duties,  and  the  cafual  revenue ;  or 
of  duties  and  taxes  granted  to  Charles  the  Second  and  his  fuc- 
ceffors,  by  parliament,  in  exchange  for  branches  of  the  inhe¬ 
rent  revenue  of  the  crown  that  were  found  grievous  to  the  fub- 
je£t,  as  wardfliip,  feudal  tenures,  &c.  or  in  return  for  forfeitures, 
which  arofe  to  the  crown,  and  were  conltitutionally  applicable 
to  the  public  fervice.  Thofe  upon  the  reftoration  were  very 
cxtcnfive ;  but  fo  great  was  the  contention,  from  the  variety  of 
interefts  that  had  cTaims  upon  the  crown,  and  fuch  the  diftrafted 
ftate  of  the  property  of  the  kingdom,  that  Charles,  as  a  foun¬ 
dation  for  the  fettlement  of  Ireland,  and  with  a  view  to  obtain 
a  large  permanent  revenue,  agreed  to  refign  all  his  forfeitures; 
in  coiifequence  of  which,  he  received  a  confirmation  and  en¬ 
largement  of  the  duties  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  which  had 
been  originally  fettled  in  the  year  1500,  and  of  various  others. 
The  hereditary  revenue  produced,  at  a  medium^  for  the  four 
years  ending  Lady- day  1789,  665,111/. 

Crown-rents  are  thofe  referved  upon  the  crown^s  granting 
away  any  of  its  demefne  lands,  and  lands  of  inheritance ;  and 
upon  all  grants  from  the  crown  of  fairs,  markets,  ferries,  and 
iilheries.  The  whole  amount  of  the  crown-rents  is  about 
14,860/.  per  annum. — Port-corn  rents  were  formerly  paid  by 
the  tenants  of  monafteries,  abbeys,  &c.  generally  in  kind. 
They  amount  only  to  about  400/.  a  year.  Compofition-rents 
were  thofe  referved  to  the  crown  by  a  compofition  made  be¬ 
tween  Queen  Elizabeth  and  the  lords  and  chieftains  of  Con-* 
naught,  in  lieu  of  the  cefl'es  of  imprefs,  and  quarterage  of  fol- 
diers.  Some  other  articles  are  included  under  the  denomination 
tf  compofition  rents ;  but  at  prefent  the  whole  produces  little 
more  than  lOOoL  a  year.  Quit-rents  annually  amount  to  about 
50,000/. 

It  appears  tiat  the  cuftoms  inwards  for  the  year,  ending 
Lady-day  1789,  produced  215,247/.  ys.  4!^. ;  and  the  cuftoms 
outwards,  for  the  fame  year,  produced  33,333/.  8r.  4f</.  The 
amount  of  the  import  excife,  during  that  period,  was  136,739^. 
IS.  ^d. ;  and  that  of  inland  excife,  100,045/.  51.  6d.  Ale  and 
beer  licences  produced,  in  the  year  before  mentioned,  8,941/. 
4J.  ii|^;  and  licences  on  wine  and  ftrong  liquors  yielded 
34,199/.  51,  '  ■ 
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In  the  year  above  fpecified,  fines,  feizures,  £.  s.  d. 

and  forfeitures  produced  -  «-•  24,426  o  o 

Hearth-money  -  -  •  70,628  8  6 

Prizage  (a  certain  quantity  of  wine  taken  for 
the  king’s  ufe  out  of  every  Ihip  import¬ 
ing  it)  -  -  -  -  “  43®^  ^  ^ 

I>ight-houfe  duties  -  ^  -  -  855  16  ^ 

But  the  expence  of  the  lightrboufes 
,  amounted  to  the  double  of  this  fum. 

Cafualtics,  including  various  articles  -  -  2370  15  o| 

Raw  fugars  ^  ^  4 

Refined  ditto  -  -  -  -  5612  10 

Tobacco  ^  ^  ^  -  66,955  II  9 

Additional  duties  •  ^  -  573,597  l  8{, 

Stamps  -  -  •  ^  ^  -  58,606  II  i{- 

Poft-office  -  ^  ^  ^  46,635  16  4 

We  find  that  the  cxpence  of  the  poft-office  during  that  year 
amounted  to  32,454/.  191.  ^\d.  But  the  author  very  properly 
obferves,  that  the  expence  is  always  the  greateft  on  the  firft 
forming  any  eftabliftiment ;  and  the  a6l  of  parliament  refpefting 
the  poft-office  in  Ireland  pafled  only  in  the  year  1784. 

To  the  above  duties  is  to  be  added  that  ot  poundage  and  pells, 
which,  in  the  year  above  mentioned,  produced  25,409/.  131. 4^^ . 

Mr.  Clarendon  next  gives  an  account  of  the  appropriated  du¬ 
ties,  which  comprize  the  fund  for  the  loan,  the  linen  manufac¬ 
ture,  the  encouragement  of  tillage,  and  various  other  articles ; 
after  which  he  exhibits  a  view  of  the  produce  of  the  various 
branches  compofing  the  revenue  of  Ireland,  according  to  their 
amount  in  the  year  1785  : 

The  nett  fum  of  the  revenue  applicable  to' Ac  s.  d.. 

cxpences  of  that  year,  was  -  -  799>040  16  6 

The  charges  of  the  civil  and  military  efta- 
blilhment  the  fame  year  were  -  -  922,352  12  5  * 

The  deficiency  in  the  revenue  to  difeharge 
Ae  expences,  Aerefore,  was  -  -  123,311  13  if  ' 

The  author  afterwards  gives  an  account  of  the  public  loans, 
Aeir  caufes,  and  Ae  means  which  have  been  ufed  for  difeharg- 
ing  them.  According  to  his  ftatement,  the  funded  debt  voted 
by  Ae  committee  of  accounts,  as  owing  at  Lady-dav,  1789,  ex- 
clufive  of  intereft,  amounted  to  2,427,783/.  65.  8rf.  But  by 
Ac  application  of  balances  due  to  the  crown,  and  the  ftriking 
off  certain  arrears,  confidered  as  not  likely  to  be  called  for,  the 
nett  debt  voted  due  at  Lady-day,  1789,  was  only  2,202,547/. 
ikd. 
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This  fum,  however^  our  author  obferves,  cannot  with  fafety 
he  confidered  as  the  entire  debt;*  for  a  portion  of  the  arrear  of 
37,500/.  due  to  the  widows  of  officers,  being  part  of  the  fum 
itruck  off,  may  hereafter  be  claimed.  It  may  likewife  happen, 
that  a  part  of  the  fum  returned  as  balances  applicable  to  pay* 
ment  of  the  loan,  may  be  deficient,  from  the  colle<Slors  proving; 
infolvent. 

In  this  account  no  charge  is  made  for  the  value  of  the  fhort 
annuities,  for  which  2250/.  per  annum  is  paid;  nor  of  the  ton* 
tine  annuities,  which  coll  about  49,600/.  per. annum,  and  for 
which  the  nation  received  only  740,000/.  Were  .thefe  to  be 
added  to  the  llatement,  die  capital  of  the  debt  of  Ireland  would 
amount  to  35367,783/.  6i.  8</. 

The  principal  ftated  to  be  due  on  loan  de-  f.  s.  d. 

bentures  at  Lady-day,  1789,  is  *  1,145,000  0  o 

Since  which  time  there  has  been  raifed,  pur- 
(uant  to  the  vote  of  credit  of  July  3, 1790  200,000  o  o 

•Making  together  -  15345,000  o  0 

Suppofing,  with  our  author,  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  balances  applicable  to  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  funded  debt,  may  be  reco¬ 
vered,  being  -  -  -  -  200,000  0  0 

And  that  the  furplus  of  the  loan-fund  fhould 
average  30,000/.  for  five  years,  from 
Lady-day,  1789,  to  Lady-day,  1794, 
being  150,000  o  0 

Making  together  •  350,000  o  0 
The  fum  remaining  due  upon  debentures  at 

3I  per  cent,  at  Lady,  1794,  will  then  be  9955000j  o  o 

About  the  future,  period  abovementioned  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  Ireland  will  expire ;  and  from  the  very  great  fuccefs 
which  has  hitherto  attended  that  eftablifhment,  the  author  in¬ 
fers  that  the  fubferibers  will  naturally  be  defirous  of  renewing  it. 
This  occafion,  therefore,  will  prove  favourable  both  for  eafing 
the  public  debt,  and  enlarging  the  bank  capital.  Should  the 
circumilances  of  the  country  continue  improving  till  1793,  he 
feems  to  think  it  advifable  to  lower  the  ellablilhed  rate  of  in* 
tereft  to  5  per  cent. 

In  the  conclulion  of  the  work  Mr.  Clarendon  prefents  us  with 
tables,  which  appear  to  be  accurate,  of  the  revenues  and  efta- 
blifhments  of  Ireland;  as  w^cll  as  with  tables  of  the  public 
funds,^  national  debt,  and  the  various  fupplies,  from  their  com¬ 
mencement.  According  to  our  author’s  flatement,  the  tot.J 
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the  penllons  in  17^3*  i86ji8i/.  i8f.  2^d,  In  17S4 

total  vras  but  92,150/.  5t.  2id.  It  has  ever  fince  been  mode¬ 
rately  progreflive,  and  was  in  I7^9»  *3'**  4J^* 

This  volume  is  likewife  furnifhed  with  charts,  tngenioufly 
contrived  for  elucidating  the  finances  of  Ireland.  The  author 
has  evidently  fpared  no  pains,  cither  to  colleil  informatiorii  or 
communicate  it  with  pcrfpicuity ;  and  we  muft  not  omit  to  add, 
in  favour  both  of  his  judgment  and  patriotifm,  that  he  is  a  warnu 
friend  to  a  ftill  clofer  union  of  interefts  between  Grcat-Britai* 
and  Ireland. 
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Art.  XIV.  Sur  I Admintflration  di  M.  Necker.  Pixr  hU 
tnhne\ 

Art.  XIV.  On  the  Adminijlration  of  M.  Necker.  By  hlmfefm* 
8 VO.  pp.  480.  ,  Paris,  1791.  . 

Few  men  have  felt  more  fudden  paroxyfms  of  the  hot  and 
cold  fit  of  popular  favour  than  M.  Necker.  Received  with 
acclamations  as  a  guardian  angel  that  came  to  fave  France  from 
famine  and  a  civil  war,  he  little  thought  that,  in  kfs  than  a 
(hort  revolution  of  the  fun,  he  Ihould  become  equally  obnoxious 
to  all  parties,  and  be  hooted  out  of  the  capital.  How  much  he 
deferved  this  treatment,  whether  it  arofe,  as  he  fays  himielf^ 
from  the  moderation  of  his  principles,  or  from  the  timid  ambi¬ 
guity  of  his  political  conduft,  that  fquared  fo  ill  with  the  hardy 
measures  of  the  National  Aflembly,  it  is  difficult  to  determine; 
but  it  is  certain  that-no  -well  fubftantiated  charges  have  been 
brought  againft  him  to  juftify  the  late  enmity,  and  prefent  in¬ 
difference  of  the  French  nation  in  regard  to  a  man  who  efta- 
blifhed  the  provincial  aflemblies ;  who  urged  the  convocation 
of  the  ftates- general ;  who  fir  ft  propofed  to  double  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  commons ;  who  fuggefted  the  idea  of  the 
king’s  fufpenfive  vtto ;  and  who  was,  in  many  other  refpeefts, 
inftrumental  in  bringing  about  the  revolution.  Though  retired 
to  the  fhades  and  folitudes  of  Switzerland,  he  cannot  forget  the 
aftive  part  he  took,  or  confent  to  be  forgotten ;  and  finding 
no  one  inclined  to  be  his  advocate,  ftands  torth  his  own.  it 
muft  be  confefled  that  he  has  well  availed  himfelf  of  the  privilege 
of  the  new  laws  that  allows  every  man  to  plead  his  ay/n  caufc  ; 
for  we  are  forry  to  fay  that  the  moft  prominent  features  of  this 
work  are  egotifm  and  felf-praife.  In  his  account  of  his  ad- 
miniftration  he  affumes  all  the  merit  of  all  the  wife  fteps  taken 
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ly  the  king ;  recalls  to  mind  cve^  circumftancc,  however  mU 
nutC)  that  is  honourable  to  himielf,  and  rehearfes  great  part 
of  his  fpeeches  to  the  Council  and  National  Ailembly,  although 
they  have  already  appeared  in  print.  .He  fpeaks  much  of  the 
foftnefs  and  fenlibility  of  his  foul ;  much  of  the  wifdom  and  fa* 
eacity  of  his  conduct;  much  of  the  virtue  and  morality. of  his 
ientiments ;  and  much  of  the  honourable  elevation  of  his  mind. 
He  fays  that  he  faved  France  from  famine ;  that  he  is  worthy  to 
be  the  guide  of  all  reafonable  men ;  that  while  the  Aflembly 
dealt  out  ajftgnats  to  him  with  a  fparing  hand,  as  if  they  doubted 
his  integrity,  all  Europe  would  have  wiftied  him  to  give  fecu- 
rity  for  the  National  AlTembly.  He  fays  that  he  is  above  all 
obfcure  attacks^  that  the  only  enemy  he  will  deign  to  combat  is 
the  French  fenate,  and  indicates  his  certainty  of  conqueft  by 
the  following  proud  comparifon :  ‘  The  Albanian  dog,  which 

•  Porus  prefented  to  Alexander,  was  long  accufed  of  weaknefs ; 

•  all  the  animals  of  Afia  were  brought  into  the  Arena,  and  he 

•  ftill  declined  the  combat;  but  when  the  lion  appeared,  he 
^  darted  forward,  and  ftretched  him  on  the  gcound.^ 

After  this  long  detail  of  his  fervices  and  merits,  he  feems 
aftonilhed  at  the  indifference  exprell'ed  by  the  Aflembly  in  their 
letter,  when  he  was  detained  at  ArcU-Jur-aube ;  and,  to  complete 
a  climax  of  vanity^  threatens  to  gibbet  them  in  his  immortal 
writings.  ‘  The  Aflembly,*  fays  he,  ‘  think  that  all  ages  will 
be  alike  fubjeft  to  their  empire;  while  I,  by  this  production  of 
a  private  citizen,  ered  a  .pillar  to  which  they  will  remain  fuf- 
pended  to  the  end  of  time,  with  this  infcription  :  For  the  crime 
$f  ingratitude 

When  he  has  faid  all  he  can  fay  of  himfelf,  the  leafl:  he  can 
do  is  to  fill  a  few  pages  with  the  many  good  qualities  of  his 
virtuous  wife,  bravely  defying  the  ridicule  thrown  upon  hinl  for 
a  fimilar  family  panegyric  in  the  National  AflTembly.  We  be¬ 
lieve  M.  Necker  to  be  a  man  of  much  merit ;  v/e  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  doubt  the  virtue  of  his  wife  ;  and  we  have  a  high  regard 
for  morality ;  but  we  cannot  help  feeling  a  momentary  difguft 
at  them  all  after  perufmg  his  book. 

M.  Necker  is  aware  thaf  he  fpeaks  fomewhat  too'  much  of 
himfelf,  and  offers  an  apology,  which  we  cannot  in  candour  do 
lefs  than  give  to  our  readers,  as  they  may  perhaps  find  it  more 
iatisfadlory  than  we  have  done :  ^  The  public  will  pardon  me 
for  explaining  myfelf  thus  :  it  is  of  an  /  (" un  moi )  that  I  fpeak, 
and  not  of  myfelf :  far  from  men,  at  the  foot  of  a  lofty  moun¬ 
tain,  liftening  to  the  murmur  of  a  ftream  that  prefents  no  other 
idea  to  the  mind  than  that  of  the  equal  pace  of  time,  and  with 
no  other  profpcct  than  a  long  folitude,  a  fdent  retreat  already 
fkirted  by  the  (hades  of  eternal  night,  1  have  no  kind  of  relation 
3  with 


Pontgn  Liuraturii  tf 

^ith  the  minlfter  fo  lately  hurried  away  by  events,  agitated  by 
the  paflions  of  the  world,  and  for  ever  ftruggling  with  injuftice;  • 
I  have  no  relation  with  him,  unlefs  through  the  emotions  of  a 
feeling  mind;  but  all  the  ties  that  belong  to  felf-lov^, to  the 
defire  of  glory,  and  to  the  wandering  wilhes  of  ambition,  all 
thofe  ties  are  broken  afunder.  I  can  now  treat  the  miniiler  as 
a  ftranger/ — Allowing  this  novel  kind  of  felf-abftradion,  it 
might  perhaps  be  fair  to  afk  the  folitary  M.  Necker  why  be 
fpcaks  fo  much  of  the  other  M.  Necker  the  minifter ;  and  whe- 
ther  he  does  not  rather  treat  him  as  a  friend  than  as  a  ftranger? 

VVifhing  to  depreciate  the  labours  of  the  AfTembly,  now  that 
he  is  no  longer  their  co-operator,  he  draws  a  highly  exaggerated 
pidture  of  the  former  profperity  of  France.  He  fpeaks  of  the  im- 
menfity  of  the  population,  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  the  high  cul¬ 
tivation  of  the  arts,  the  extent  of  commerce,  the  affluence  of 
foreigners,  the  abundance  of  gold  and  filver,  and  the  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  the  public  enterprifes.  But  the  lofty  mind  of  M# 
Necker  only  permitted  him  to  take  a  bird’s-eye  view  of  the 
edifice  ;  the  gilded  roof  hid  from  his  fight  the  humble  materials 
that  groaned  beneath  its  weight.  He  faw  the  noble  ftrutting  in 
gaudy  trappings,  but  he  did  not  confider  the  ragged  artifan  that 
made  him  fine ;  he  faw  the  fplendid  chariot,  but  he  did  not  per¬ 
ceive  the  unheeded  foot  pafll  nger  cruftied  beneath  the  wheel ;  he 
faw  the  llately  palace,  but  he  did  not  the  wretch  toiling  in  the 
quarry  below ;  he  faw  a  rich  harveft,  but  be  did  not  fee  the 
hufbandman  liarving  in  the  midft  of  abundance.  France  was 
no  doubt  a  profperous  country  for  M.  Necker,  for  every  man  ^ 
in  power  and  place,  and  ‘  for  all  privileged  orders.  So 
Turkey  and  Egypt  are  profperous  countries  for  the  Janiflaries 
and  Mammelukes,  but  very  wretched  ones  for  the  opprclled 
Greeks  and  native  Egyptians*  —  --  — 

The  (ketch  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  kingdom  which  he  con- 
trafts  with  this  picture  is  coloured  with  the  gloomieft  tints,  and 
all  the  mifehief  is  aferibed  to  the  new  conftitution :  but  wc 
afk  M.  Necker  whether,  on  his  accellion  to  the  miniftry  in 
1788,  the  difeontent  and  mifery  of  the  people  was  not  equally 
great;  and  whether  more  lives  were  not  loft,  in  proportion  to 
the  time,  in  the  rejoicings  on  that  occafion,  than  in  all  the  dif- 
orders  of  the  revolution? — True;  but  they  were  vulgar  lives; 
while  in  the  ftruggle  for  liberty  the  facred  perfons  of  the  nobi¬ 
lity  have  been  violated.  Of  all  the  meafures  of  the  National 
Affembly  that  he  condemns,  and  they  are  many,  none  feeins 
to  afflidt  him  fo  much  as  the  abolition  of  titles.  Not  of 
noble  birth  himfelf,  we  cannot,  in  this  refpeft,  but  praife 
his  difintereftednefs.  His  condolances  are  affe<Sling  and 
eloquent;  and  he  lays* as  much  ftrefs  upon  the  blood  fpilt 
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hy  the  nohlejji  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  as  if  the  much’ 
greater  quantity  fpilt  by  the  commons  had  been  water. 

He  attacks  the  declaration  of  the  rights ’  erf*  man  with  equal 
Tchemence.  He  denits  that  all  men  are  born  equal  ‘  becaufc 
they  come  into  the  world  with  different  degrees  of  ftrength, 
wi^  and  talents.*  Might  he  not  as  well  fay  that  they  are  not 
equal  in  rights,  becaufe  they  are  not  all  born  to  be  fix  feet  high } 
He  denies  alfo  that  men  aie  born  free,-  becaufe,  after  their  pa¬ 
ternal  dependence  is  at  an  end,  they  become  fubje£l  to  laws 
made  before  their  exiftence  — But  we  forget  that  our  intention 
is  only  to  give  a  fpecimen  of  M.  Necker’s  arguments,  and.  not 
to  combat  them.  In  his  examination  of  the  divifion  of  power, 
and  the  gradations  of  authority,  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  the  rc- 
ipe6t  due  to  royalty,  and  many  other  points,  he  feems  rather  to 
puzzle  than  convince;  and  while  he  blames  the  National  Af- 
fembly  for  overturning  the  eftablifhed  order  of  things,  and  mak¬ 
ing  war  upon  all  received  opinions,  his  own  appear  ftrongly 
inre£ied  with  the  taint  of  ancient  prejudices,  and  arijiocratical 
principles.  But  when  he  comes  to  treat  of  the.  mode  of  impof- 
ing  taxes,  and  other  matters  of  finance,  he  ftands  ftrong  on  his 
own  ground;  and  we  doubt  not  but  the  National  Aflenibly  will 
gather  fome  ufeftil  inftruftion,  and  avail  itfelf  of  fome  excellent 
ideas  in  this  part  of  his  work.  As  to  the  reft,  however  falla- 
dous'and  painful  the  argumentation,  and  however  abftrufe  and 
metaphyfical  the  reafoning  may  be,  we  cannot  do  lefs  than 
allow  that  the  reader  is  often  agreeably  relieved  by  brilliant 
images,  and  happy  comparifons.  The  ftyle,  though  fomewhat 
declamatory,  is  forceful  and  eloquent ;  in  a  word,  it  is  worthy 
of  M.  Necker,  to  whofe  abilities  we  have  been  happy  to  do  ho- 
mage,  and  whofe  errors  in  tlie  work  before  us  we  attribute  ra¬ 
ther  to  the  fecret  bias  given  to  the  mind  by  injured  pride,  tharl 
to  any  intention  to  mifreprefent  or -deceive.  He  fhews  a  great 
fhar^  of  candour  in  praifing  many  of  the  meafures  of  the  Anem- 
bly,  and  no  lefs  philanthropy  in  exhorting  them  to  ‘a6t  With  mo- 
dcrationy  and  the  malcontents  to  wait  for  happier  times,  to 
which  h^refers  for  the  juftice  he  thinks  his  due*.  We  are,  how¬ 
ever,  forry  that  in  an  appendix  added  to  his  book,  on  learn¬ 
ing  the  detention  of  the  king  in  the  ThuUleries  on  the  i8th  of 
April,  *and  the  flogging  of  the  nun^  he  fhould  call  the  French 
whom  he  has  fo  often  flattered,  a  nation  of  favages.  Had  not  their 
opinion  of  him  been  fo  totally,  changed,  he  would  not  fo  entirely 
have  altered  his  refpe^ig  their  national  charadfier* 

‘  *1.  "  i  . 
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15.  New  Conflitutron  of  the  GoVernmtnt  of  Poland ^  eftahlijhed 
iy  the  Resolution  the  id  of  May ^  ^79*«  PP*  44*  ^vo.  is.  6d. 
Dcbrctt.  London,  1791. 

H  E  king  and  nobility  of  Poland  are  at  length  convinced  that 
in  proportion  as  the  people  are  free  and  happy,  their  own' 
wer  and  fecurity  will  be  better  eftabliflied.  We  have  therefore  a 
litary  inilance  of  a  government  feeing  its  true  intereft,  and,  in  or* 
[er  to  preferve  the  happinefs  of  the  whole,  voluntarily  admitting 
)thers  into  a  Ihare  of  the  legiflation.-— >To  fuch  as  have  not  (ludied 
[his  fubjefl,  we  (hall  briefly  ftate  the  outlines  of  a  government  which 
las,  in  many  refpefts,  the  advantage  of  our  own. 

The  Catholic  Religion  is  the  eflabliOied  religion  of  the  country; 
)Ut  all  ocher  perfuafions  are  protefted ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  any  of 
Ibem  arc  excluded  from  civil  offices.  , 

'fhe  nobility  are  eflabliflied  in  their  former  privileges,  fo  far  as 
ley  do  not  interfere  with  the  new  conftitution. — It  feems  as  if  thefe 
privileges  (hould  have  been  more  diflin^ly  marked,  to  prevent  future 
rifanderftandings.  The  towns  and  citizens  retain  all  the  privileges 
inted  them  at  the  lafi  diet. 

Peafants  and  villagers  are  declared  free,  capable  of  making  what* 
rer  contracts  they  pleafe  with  landholders,  &cJ  which  are  to  be 
iiriing  equally  on  both  parties,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  fame. 
They  are  alfo,  as 'well  as  all  foreigners^  at  H^rty  to  fettle  in  any 
Aty  or  town,  and  claim  all  the  privileges  of  citizenfliip. 

^  The  legiflative  power  confifts  of  the  Diet,  or  AiTembly  of  Stateij^ 
the  Houfe  of  Nuncios,  or  deputies  from  the  cities,  and  the  Senatep 
Mhere  the  king  preiides,  and  has  only  a  cafting  vote.  The  Houfe  of 
iBuncios  being  ^e  reprefentative  and  central  point  of  fupreme  na* 
Wpm\  authority,  poflreiTes  the  pre-eminence  in  the  legiflature ;  and 
'"P  bills  are  to  be  firfl  difeufTed  in  that  houfe.  When  fent  to  the  Se- 
that  body  has  only  a  power  to  fufpend  their  operation ;  and  if 
the  next  diet  the  Nuncios  (hould  fend  them  again  to  the  Senate, 
e  latter  can  no  longer  refufe  them. 

The  diets  are.renewable  every  two  years, 


experience  may  nave  pointed 
The  exec^tive  power  refts  with  the  king  and  council.  Every  aft 
to  be  figned  by  the  king,  and  counterngned  by  a  minifler.— But 
«  executive  power  cannot  of  itfclf  contraft  public  debts ;  alter  the 

kxc.rev.  vol.'xviii.  jvly  1791#  ^  applicadoa 
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application  of  the  Hiational  income;  declare  war;  or  conclude 
any  definitive  treaty,  without  the  fandion  of  the  diet. 

This  is  a  fhort  account  of  the  many  valuable  acquifitions  Poland 
has  made  by  the  alteration  of  her  fynem. 


Art.  i6.  Crimes  of  the  Kings  of  ¥  ranee  ^  from  Clovis  to  Ltvois  XV  1, 
lit  an  Hated  from  the  French  h  7.  Trapb.  A,  M.  dd.  1Q2.  8vo. 


Jranfated  from  the  French  hy  J.  Trapp,  A,  M.  pp.  192.  8vo. 
ijs.  6d.  Ridgeway.  London,  1791. 

Thcfe  crimes  are  more  numerous  than  the  fands  on  the  fea-flicre, 
and  make  us  almoft  wonder  that  kings  have  fo  longexifted  in-France, 
Where  all  are  fo  bad,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  fele^  any.  As  this  was 
written,  however,  before  the  king^s  meditated  efcape,  the  following 
paflage,  which  concludes  the  book,  is  worth  notice : 

.  *  Thou, didd  demand  a  military  houfehold,  a  numerous'  guard;  a 
guard  amidlt  an  enlightened  nation,  amidil  Frenchmen,  becomes  ao 


outrage. 


*  What  (hall  I  fay  of  thy  dilatorinefs  in  accepting  the  civil  conlli. 
tution  of  the  clergy?  Know  that  what  has  once  been  dangerous,  is 
now  only  ridiculous.  The  nation,  foie  fovereign  by  herfelf,  is  ac 
countable  to  no  one  for  her  adions ;  (lie  modifies,  alters  her  govern 
ment  when  (lie  pleafes ;  Ihe  may,  in  the  fame  manner,  change  her 
religion,  in  fpite  of  a  king,  in  fpitc  of  a  pope  :  know  tliat  the  wicked 
who  furround  thee,  pu(h  thee  to  ilie  ab)  fs  into  which  their  fury  will 
hurl  them. 

*  Lewis  XVI.  I  take  leave  of  thee  at  this  epoch  ;  be  cautious  in 
^il  the  future  actions  of  thy  life,  be  cautious  agalnft  the  inexorable 
cenfure  of  pofterity ;  in  (hort,  beware  of  being  finally  ranged  among 
the  tyrants,  thy  prcdeceffors;  take  care  not  to  refeinble  thr;m  !  la 
this  age  of  knowledge,  when  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  brings  all  iby 
proceedings  to'light,  unravels  all  plots,  prevents  all  crimes,  thou  mud 
be  virtuous,  thou  mull  rcfpcdl  liberty,  or  the  throne  of  cue  natioa 
finks  under  thy  feet.^, 

A  few  years  ago  .we  (hoiild  have  thought  this  language  bold,  t 
prefent  the  fafety  of  the  author  is  not  endangered. 


^'■4: 

I  € 
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Art.  17.  State  of  the  ^uefion,  //ttv  far  Impeachments  are  offeLleJb 
a  Diffblution  of  Parliament?  8vo.  pp.  1  ;6.  2s.  6d.  Egerto 
London,  1791.  *  •  • 

Few  law  pamphlets  are  better  prepared  than  that  before  us;  al 
though  wc  do  not  agree  wdtli  the  author  in  his  conclufions.  On 
contrary,  we  apprehend  that  impeachments  abate  by  a  difiblationoi 
parliament ;  which,  although  decided  otherwife,  had  neverihclels 
highefi  authorities  in  favour  of  this  principle. 

Art.  18.  StriSures  on  the  Letter  of  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke 
tbe'Revoluiiom  In  France.  8vo.  3s.  Gardiner.  London,  1791 

This  author  is  equal  to  his  opponent  in  learning  aiid  dlffufiven 
but  not  in  eloquence.  He  writes  like  a  good  man ;  but  we  fear 
want  of  order  with  frequent  digrefiioDS  vtill  render  his  work  tedious 
many  of  our  readers* 
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19.  Serious  Inquiries  into  thi  Moti^ves  and  Con/equcnces  of  our 
prefent  Armament  againft  Rujjfia.  bvo,  2s.  Debrctt.  London, 
1791.  i 

In  this  pamphlet  the  reader  will  find  a  curious  account  of  the  in¬ 
trigues  which  have  excited  the  prefent  diflcnfion  between  our  court 
and  that  of  RufSa.  The  impolicy  as  well  as  cruelty  of  plunging 
this  nation  into  war  with  the  moll  important  of  our  allies,  is  alfo 
very  forcibly  expofed.  On  the  Hale  argument  of  confidence  in  mi¬ 
ni  fiers,  an  argument  now  fo  loudly  cncd  up,  the  author  makes  the 
following  obfervations :  ^ 

^  If,  however,  any  one  exprcfles  uneafinefs  at  this  alarming  prof- 
pe^l,  ininiHers  endeavour  to  Ilop  his  mouth  by  calling  for  coniidence, 
and  faying*,  that  they  are  refponfible.  For  what  ?  for  the  honour 
and  profperity  of  the  nation.  But  let  the  boldefl  of  their  ad¬ 
herents  anfwer  this  quefiion  :  Do  tie  minijl'ers  foj/efs  an  intrinjic  'value 
equal  to  that  of  our  national  honour  and  national  prosperity  ?  and  ihould 
thefe  be  facrificed  by  the  mifconduft  of  minifters,  will  either  their 
lives  or  fortunes  afford  an  adequate  indemnification  ? 

Art.  20.  A  Jbort  Re'vienv  of  the  I*rale  of  the  Eafl -India  Company  be^ 
t'Ween  the  Tears  lySf  and  1790.  Taken  from  Tapers  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  during  the  tvso  lafl  SejjJions  of  Parliament.  By  a 
^  Proprietor,  pp.  26.  410.  2S.  Debrctt.  London,  1791. 

This  fiatement  of  the  commercial  affairs  of  the  Eafl-Iudla  Com¬ 
pany  appears  to  be  given  with  great  accuracy  and  candour. 


Art.  21.  T'wo  Letters  addfejfed  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas  and 
'  the  Hon,  Henry  Hobart y  on  the  ConduSi  adopted  refpeding  the  Col- 
chef  er  Petition.  By  George Xi^^nejt  E/q.  pp.  2  2.  410.  is.  Dc- 
brett.  London,  1791. 

In  the  letter  addrelTcd  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  Mr.  Tier¬ 
ney  very  juftly  obferves,  that  *  there  are  two  imponant  points  v\  hich 
it  moll  efientially  concerns  the  dignity  and  honour. of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  attend  to  :  firft,  that  the  avenues  to  the  houfe  fhould  be 
preferved  pure  and  uncorrupted ;  fecondly,  that  a  ‘  feat,  when  ob¬ 
tained^  (hould  be  held  on  terms  of  perfeft  independence.  Whenever 
thefe  two  principles  (hall  be  abandoned,  the  name  of  reprcfentatlon 
will  become  a  mockery,  and  the  legiflature  be  a  difgrace  to.  the 
country.* 

He  then  proceeds’  to  (hew,  that,  in  the  Colchefter  cledion,  both 
foe  principles  above  mentioned  had  been  violated ;  and  that  of  tiic 
two  perfons  againft  whom  be  had  prefelited  a  petition,  and  who  were 
declared  to  be  duly  elcdled  by  the  committee,  the  firft  (Mr.Jackfon) 
held  a  penfion  of  400/.  per  annum,  which,  by  the  6th  of  Anne  and 
iftcf  George  I.  difqualified  him  from  being  eligible  to  a  feat  in 
ptrliamcnf;  and  that  the  fecond  (Mr.  Thornton)  had  procured  hiin- 
felf  to  be  returned  by  a£ls  of  grofs  bribery.  Mr.  Tierney  then  ar¬ 
raigns,  with ’much  force  of  argument,  but  at  the  fame  time  in  terms 
of  refpcfl,  the  verdift  of  the  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
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by  which  his  petition  was  decbred  frivolous  and  •vexatious^  ^d  lo 
galling  and  penal  a  fentence  paiTed  upon  him  who  had  been  guilty  of 
no  roifdemeanor«  except  that  of  afTerting  the  truth.  •  t  . 

MEDICAL. 

‘i 

Art.  22.  A  Ledurt  on  Muftidar  Motion.  Kiod  at  thr  Royal  Society 
the  lyb  oftd  2Ctb  Ncf<v»  lydS.  By  Giliert  Blane,  M.D.  F.R.S. 
pp.  57,  4to.  2S.6d.  Murray.  London,  1791*.  -  ’ 

To  eftablifli  a  theory  of  mufcular  motion,  on  decided  obfervations 
and  faAs,  is  perhaps  the  moil  arduous  attempt  within  the  fphere  of 
phyfiological  incjuiry*  ...This  abftrufe  fuBjecl  has  engaged  the  aiiea- 
tion  of  fevcral  invcftigators,  who  have  endeavoured  to  fupply,  by 
hypothefis,  the  deficiency  of  fcicntific  information.  In  the  prcl'ent 
lecture.  Dr.  Blane  profecutes  the  refeaVch  with  great  ability ;  examin¬ 
ing  how  far  the  problem  can  be  folved  by  Ae  confideration  of  the 
general  laws  of  matter;  and  calling  to  his  afliftance  well  dire£led  ex* 
periments,  as  well  as  phyfiological  obfervations.  That  he  has  fully 
cftablilhcd,  however,  the  dodtrine  of  mufcular  motion,  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  fome  of  the  principles  on  which  the  indudtion  depends  will 
not  permit  us  to. affirm  ;  but  we  may  fafely  fay,  that  he  difplays  not 
only  much  ingenuity,  but  a  depth  of  pbilofophical  difeuffion,  in  the 
mafterly  .effort  which  he  has  made  towards  elucidating  this  obfeure, 
and  perhaps  impenetrable  fubjefl. 

Art.  23.  EJfayti  MedieaU  Rhilc/ophicalf  and  Experiment aL  Bj  Tho- 

mas  Ptrcivalt  M*  D.  F.  R.  S*  £5fr.  w’r.  Fourth  Edition.  8vo.  2  vols. 

12s.  boards.  Warrington/ printed;  fold  by  Johrifbn,  London. 

1788. 

As  thefe  effays  were  publiflicd  feveral  years  before  the  commencc- 
rntat.of  our  Journal,  it  would  now  be  improper  for  us  to  enter  upon 
an  examination  of  them.  Suflke  it  to  fay,  that  they  contain  a  variety 
"  of  expeximents  and  obfervations  tending  to  the  improvement  of  me- 
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In  the  treatment  of  the  ophthUmia.  Annexed  to  the  treatife  are  ob« 
{ervations  on  the  ufe  and  application  of  fpetflacles^  and  pthcr  glaiTea 
for  the  defcdls  of  vUion. 

The  following  cxtradl  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  to 
George  Whatley,  Efq.  contains  an  account  of  a  curious  fort  of  fpcc- 
tacles,  which  tlie  Do&or  had  invented  for  his  own  ufe : 

‘  By  Mr.  ^••****’s  faying  that  my  double  fpcflacles  can  only 
ferve  particular  eyes,  1  doubt  he  has  not  been  rightly  informed  of 
their  conUrudlion.  1  imagihe  it  will  be  found  pretty  generally  true 
that  the  fame  convexity  of  glafs  through  which  a  man  fees  clearell 
and  beft,  at  the  diftance  proper  for  reading,  is.  not  the  beft  for  greater 
diftamces ;  I  therefore  had  formerly  two  pair  of  fpeftacles,  which  1 
ihifted  occafionally;  as  in  travelling  I  ibmetlmes  read,  and  often 
wanted  to  regard  the  profpefls.  Finding  the  change  troublefome, 
and  not  always  fuiHciently  ready,  I  had  the  glades  cut,  and  half  of 
CKh  kind  adbeiated  In  the  fame  circle. 

•  ‘  By  this  means,  as  I  wear  my  fpeftacles  con  Handy,  I  have  only 
to  move  my  eyes  up  or  down,  as  I  want  to  fee  diftinftly,  far  or  near, 
the  proper  glades  being  always  ready.  This  I  dnd  more  particularly 
convenient  lince  iny  being  in  France;  the  glades  that  ferve  me  bell 
St  table  to  fee  what  I  cat  not  being  the  bed  to  fee  the  faces  of  thofe 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  table  who  fpeak  to  me ;  and  when  one’s  ears 
are  not  well  accudomed  to  the  founds  of  a  language,  a  dght  of  the 
movements  in  the  features  of  him  that  fpeaks  helps  to  explain ;  fo 
that  1  underdand  French  better  by  the  help  of  my  4>^ftacles.’ 

^This  treatife  is  preceded  by  a  brief  ex{danation  of  the  anatomy  of 
the  eye^  accompanied  with  a  few  plates. 

Art.  25.  Remarks  on  a  Non-sie/cript  Di/eafc.  8vo.  London,  1791. 

-The  non  defeript  dlfcafe  pourtrayed  by  this  juvenile  witling  is  no 


other  than  the  appetite  LihidoJ  He  Teems  To  dwell  upon  his  fubjeft 
Hith  all  the  fondineft  of  a  prurient  and  vitiated  imagination  ^  and 
any  prefeription  would  probably  be  of  little/avail  to  fuch  a  patient, 
we  mud  leave  him  to  the  natural  progreis  of.  his  own  fenfual  diftem- 


per,  in 'the  confidence  that  his  humour  is  hot  fufficiently  poignant 
to  produce  any  dangerous  infeftion.  "  ‘ 

Art,  26.  De  Morbis  qmhujdam  Comment arlu  AuBore  Cl f ton 
tringhamp  Baronet  to  ^  8vo.  Js.  CadelL  Lon¬ 

don,  1791. 

The^  former  volume  of  thefe  Commentaries  was  publiibed  about 
hne  years  ajg;o,  and  the  learned  author  has  now  happily  completed 
aefign.  The  whole'  confids  of  fix  hundred  and  ^thirty-eight 
>phorifms,  in  which  Sir  Clifton  Wintringham  has  favoured  the  mc- 
^  world  with  the  fefult  of  much  obfervation  and  experience,  de- 
in  language  no  tefs  elegant  than  pcrl'picuous.^ 
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AilT.  27.  Supplement  to  the  Elements  of  Natural  Hifiory  and  Chemijlry 

tf  hi*  de  Fourcroyy  Do^or  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  at  Parity  (Jc* 

bvo.  pp.  383.  6^«  boards.  Kobinfons.  London^  1739. 

In  the  edition  of  M.  dc  Foiircroy’s  Elements,  publilhed  by  hlm- 
fclf  lall  year,  he  has  added  the  new  difeoveries  made  fince  1786,  and 
altered  the  whole  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  it  correfporid  with  the 
new  theory  and  nomenclature,  which  have  been  adopted  by  himfelf 
and  other  eminent  French  chemills*  In  thefc  particulars,  therefore, 
the  Engllih  edition  of  the  Elements,  publifhed  in  1788,  differs  from 
the  lall-mentioned  Paris  edition.  The  addition  of  the  new  difcovc- 
rics  is  obvioufly  ncccfiary  to  render  it  complete ;  but  as  the  new 
theory  and  nomeiKlature  are  objefts  of  controverfy  not  yet  decided, 
it  was  thought  better  to  make  a  fupplement  to  the  former  tranflation, 
than  to  publiih  a  new  edition  of  the  whole.  In  performing  this,  the 
tranilator  has  comprifed  all  the  alterations  and  additions,  except  Yuch 
as  relate  merely  to.  nomenclature.  He  has,  however,  preferved  the 
tables  of  the  new  nomenclature’;  becaufe  the  number  of  valuable 
produAions  which  are  written  after  that  fyilem,  renders  it  a  defirable 
objeft  for  the  chemical  inquirer,  whatever  may  be  his  objections  to  the 
theory  which  the  nomenclature  refers  to. 

This  Supplement  appears  to  be  faithfully  tranflated  from  the 
French  pf  de  Fourcroy.  No  reader,  we  believe,  can  find  any 
difficulty  in  underftanding  the  references.  The  work  is  furnilhed 
with  two  tables,,  executed  on  a  large  fcale  ;  the  former  of  which,  by 
M.  de  la  Cepede,  comprehends  oviparous  quadrupeds;  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  is  that  of  the  chemical  nomenclature. 


Art.  28.  PraSlical  Ohfer*vatiou5  on  the  Britijh  Graffes  heft  adapted  to 
‘  the  laying  dd^jcit  of  improving  Meadows  and  Pafturesy  Second 

’  Edition.  By  W.  Curtis*  Svo.  pp.  67.  as,  6d.  Sold  by  the  Au- 

thor.  London,  1790. 

It. may  juftly  appear  furprifing,  that  while  there  exift  in  this  coun¬ 
try  upwards  of  an  hundred  different  fpecies  of  grades,  rye-grafs  Ihould 
continue  to  be  the  only  kind  the  feeds  of  which  can  be  purchafed  for 
the  purpofe  of  laying  dowm  meadow  and  pafture  land ;  yet,  if  we  be 
rightly  informed,  this  grafs  is  far  from  being  adequate  to  fuch  an  in- 
teiuioui,.  Mr.  Curtis,  yvho  has  a  botanic  garden  at  Brompton,  acd 
feems  to  be  extremely  conver/ant  with  the  inigenous  graffes  of  Eng¬ 
land,  has  very  laudablj^  endeavoured  to  fupply  this  defeft  by  accom- 
nioJating  purch^fers  with  the  feeds  of  fix  other  graffes,  each  of  which 
he  knows  from  experience  10  be  well  adapted  to  its  refpedlive  foil.  0l 
thefc  feveral  kinds  he  gives  a  general  account,  accompanied  will 
plates.  They  arc,  me^ow,  fox-tail,  rough-ftalked  meadow  grafj 
meadow  fefeue  or  fweet-feented  vernal,  fmopth-llalked  meadow  grals 
and  crcllcd  dog’s  tail.  7'he  firff  and  fecond  of  thefe,  he  informs  u5 
arc  fittell  for  molft  land ;  the  third  and  fourth,  for  land  either  moii 
or  moderately  dry ;  and  the  fifth  and  fixth,  for  dry  pafture.  He  like 
wife  gives  an  account  of  various  other  graffes ;  and  has  favoured  th 
public  with  urefu]  blnu  relative  to  the  improvement  of  meadows. 
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Thoughts  Phyjtologicalf  PathoIogicaU  ^tsd  Praiitcal\  nvitb 
fome  Cafes ^  and  Anatomico-fraSlical  Obfer^atkns.  By  Allen  Snvain- 
foUf  M.D.  at  J^orb.  8vo.  5s.  boards.  Todd,  York;  Baldwin, 
London.  1 790. 

Prom  the  title  of  this  work -we  expefted  fomething  new,  with  re- 
jrard  either  to  phyliology  or  pradice;  but,  on  a  perufal  of  it,  we  find 
that  the  author’s  thoughts  are  entirely  conformable  to  thofe  of  other 
medical  writers.  Dr.  Swajnfton  has  given  a  coacife  fydcrn  of  the 
praftice  of  phyfic,  interfperfed  with  fome  cafes  and  obfervatlons  of 
his  own,  which,  in  general,  tend  to  confirm  the  common  phyfiolo- 
gical  and  therapeutical  doftrincs.  The  following  extrat\  relates  to 
ihc  Chorea  S.  Viti,  which  is  accompanied  Mth'a'cafe : 

*  This  is  an  involuntary  convulfive-  motion*  of  Tome  or  all  the 

mufcles  of  the  body.  It  happens,  generally,  *to  young  perfons  of 
both  fexes,  but  moftly<to  females ,  before  or  about  the  time  of  puberty  ^ 
after  which  time  it  generally  goes  oiF;  'in  the  mean  time,  it*  is  the 
caufe  of  much  anxiety  to  the  patients  and  their  friends,  by  its  long 
continuance.;  but  it  feldom  fails  of  being  cured.  The  cure  is  effefted 
by  medicines  of  the  nervine  clafs,  and  tonics,  fuch  as  the  bark  and 
mild  chalybeates.  *  * 

*  Thus  far  1  had  written,  when  a  cafe  of  happened  in  my 

own  family,  to  a  girl,<about  twelve  years  old,  who,  without  any  pre¬ 
vious  complaint,  was  furprifed  one  morning  by  a  bleeding  at  the  nofe, 
.which  returned  three  fucceffive  mornings  about  the  fame  time,  and 
then  ceafed  J)ontaneouJly ;  for  I  did  not  think  it  advifable  to  check  it, 
fo  long  as  I  faw  that  the  bore  it  without  complaint ;  and  the  whole  to¬ 
gether  was  only  about  eight  ounces.  She  then  appeared  to  be  well, 
but  rather  pale.  Some  days  after  flie  began  to  be  unfteady,  and  to 
have  involuntary  motions  in  her  fingers,  head,  and  feet,  which  in- 
creafed  gradually,  until  (he  became  to  walkj^or  hold  ajiy  thing  in  her 
hands;  her  face  was  affefted,  and  Yi^r  tongue^  fo  that  (lie  could  not 
fpeak  intelligibly ;  in  (hort,  her  whole  body  was  in  conftant  agitation, 
fo  that,  in  bed,  means  were  neceffar/  to  prevent  her  throwing  herfelf 
out  of  it.  For  feveral  nights  (be  got  no  fleep,' nor  feemed  to  want 
it;  for  (he  had  no  other  complaint,  but  eat  her  viflnals  moderately, 
andwasalmoft  as  cheerful  as  before.  I  gave  her  fome  of  the  ufual 
nervineSf  the ftfids,  camphors,  cafgr,  &c,  I  alfo  made  trials  of^tker. 


bed-time,  but  without  cne^^*;  however,  I  continiied  it;  increafing  the 
4ofe  gradually  until  (he  got  up  to  twenty -five  drops ;  this  did  not 
make  her  deep,  but  her  agitation  began  to  abate.  'I  then  gave  her 
the  twenty- five  drops  about  fix  in  the  evening,  and  fifteen  more  about 
Bine;  this  produced  no  deep  till  the  morning,  when  (he  dept  two  or 
three  hours;  (he  was,  however,  lefs*and  lefs  agitated,  and  the  com¬ 
plaint  feemed  to  be  giving  wa"/.  After  a  few  days  I  iiicreafed  the 
^ofe  t!)  thihytfive  drops,  which  (hC  took  at  fix  in  the  evening,  and 
no  more.  She  yet  got  no  deep  until  the  morning,  but  by  degrees  be¬ 
came  quite  dill  in  bed,  though  awake,  and  began  to  walk,  but  not 
icadily ;  her  liands  yet  very  much  agitated  when  (he  wanted  to  take 
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h<Jd  of  any  thing  that  required  fteadinefs;  fo  that  (he  fometlmet 
laughed  at  the  gcSores  that  iht  attempt  produced.  She  took  iin^un 
of  the  hark  tufice  a  day  while  ihe  ufed  the  cpn\  the  dofe  of  which 
wat  gradually  leil’ened  until  it  Teemed  no  longer  neceflary/ 

We  are  Tatished  that  Dr.  Swaindon  is  a  judicious  phyiician;  but 
we  think  he  might  have  fared  himfelf  the  trouble  of  a  publication  To 
little  calculated  to  gratify  men  of  experience,  and,  ftbrn  its  extreme 
concifenefs,  no  better  adapted  for  the  indniAion  of  young  pra&U 
liooers.  [ 

DIVINITY. 

AaT.  30.  Letters  chiefiy  ^juritten  for  comforting  thoft  bereaved  of 
Children  or  Friends ;  colleBcd  from  Books  and  Manu/cripts^  By  John 
E^Jtine,  D.D.'  izmo.  9d.  Gray,  Edinburgh;  Vernor,  Lon* 
don.  1790. 

If  we  think  ourfelves  indebted  to  thofe  who  minifter  to  our  amufe* 
snent,  and  help  us  to  pal's  a  leifure  hour  agreeably,  we  are  certainly 
imder  greater  obligations  to  perfons  who  employ  their  labours  in  or¬ 
der  to  alleviate  our  forrows  in  the  feafon  of  deep  diftrefs.  Such  is  the 
benevolent  deiign  bf  the  editor  of  this  pamphlet.  A  letter,  he  ob- 
ferves,  may  be  read,  while  a  large  treatife  would  not  be  taken  up. 
Befides,  a  letter  from  the  warm  heart  of  a  friend  melted  into  fym- 
pathy,  is  likely  to  make  a  deeper  impreffiou  than  a  more  bulky  per¬ 
formance,  compofed  in  the  calmnefs  of  the  mind,  by  patient  ftudy. 
The  two  firft  letters,  which  are  among  the  moil  celeorated  of  anti* 
qiiity,  fully .  convince  us  of  the  fuperiority  of  Chriliianity  to  hea* 
thenifm  in  the  time  of  trouble.  Some  of  thofe  written  by.,  plain, 
unlettered  mtn,  delighted  us  much :  the  good  fenfe,  the  piety,  jthe 
undlion,  the^fimplicity,'  taught  us  that  true  eloquence  is  not  confined 
to  men  of  Icat^ning.  Perfons  who  are  bewailing  ,the  lofs  of  friends 
will  here  find  many  fuitable  ideas,  which  have  the  mod  powerful 
cen4^bcy  to  produce'refignation  to  the  divine  will, 

'  *  1  •  I  ^ 

AnT.  Jm  concerning  Tithes 9  as  appertaining  U  the  Clergy  of 

'  '  ’  ibe:Cheerch  of  England  \  recommended  to  the  Conjideraticn  of  the  BeopU 
"  ^makers.  By  Robert  Applegartb.  8vo.  pp.  79.  is.  6d. 

Richardibn.  London,  1791.^ 

The  author  informs  qs  that  he  was  formerly  a  Quaker,  but,  having 
*  Uve^  to  fee  his  error,*  wifhes  how,  to  convert  his  quondam  brethren. 
He  docs  not  confine  himfelf  altogether  to  the  fubjeft  of  tithes,  but, 
in  many  other'^ints,  controverts  the  dogmas  of  the  feft.  Heap- 
pears  to  be  a  ferious  and  well-informed  man,  who  is  defirous  of  im- 

preffing  others  wlA  that  cpnyiaion  which  he  himfelf  feels. 

*  ^  * 

A*^t.  Effaya  tin  jhe-  Evidence ^^Churailertfic  DoBrineiy  and  /«- 
*  fisunct  of  ChryksUosty ,  By  the  Rf-v,  Tlfomas  Havoeis^  LL»B,  Chaplain 
to  the  ^onnttje  if  Huntingdon^  and  ReBor  ef  All  Saints,  AldvoinckUy 
flortlmsnptonj^i.^  Second  Edition,  Small  8 vo.  3s.'  Hazard,  Bath; 
Kobinfons,  London.  1701. 

j  ^  •  1  .•  1  ^ ^  .  i ' 

By  this  titlc-pa§e  it  appeari  _tf  at  the  Rev.  Thomas  Haweis  is  not 
tQiaffcd  X/a  ca^  bunfeif  reAor  of  AUwlookle.  The  EOays,  though 

the/ 
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they  <ontain  little  ncw>  are  written  in  a  ftyle  much  above  what  we 
generally  meet  with  firom  the  fevere  Calvinifts.  The  firft  is  on  Di* 
nnwi  Ri^velaihn — 2d.  On  On  Jehovah  •4th.  On 

the  JuptrioT  Exctllencc  ^  tht  Cbrifiian  Religicn  abonn  all  otbtr  Syftmtm 
It  is  happy  for  our  caufe  that  it  has  better  advocates  than  Mr.  Haweis* 
who  not  only  does  injufticej  in  our  opinion,  to  the  Chriftian  fydem, 
but  appears  ignorant  of  all  the  others  he  attempts  to  itate.--— 5.  On 
the  Comforts  arijtngfrtm  tbi  Go/ptl to  tbofe  who  embrace  it.  [We  (ball 
prefently  find  it  is  not  in  cveVy  body's  power  to  embrace  it]. — 6th.  On 
the  Uniformity  of  Trutb.^*]..  On  the  Uniformity  of  our  Liturgy  <witb 
the  Articles  of  Religion ^  and  tbeir  Corre/pondeuce  ^witb  the  Truth  of  the 
Reading  EJfay.  In  the  firfl  part  of  this  elTay,  and  alfo  in  the  8th« 
on  the  Feuonefs  of  tbofe  ivbo  are  to  be  faved,  the  author  deferves  fome 
commendation  ;  for  Mr.  Haweis  deals  out  damnation  with  more  teu« 
dernefs  and  politenefs  than  fome  of  his  feft.  See  with  how  much 
ceurtefy  he  damns  the  heathen,  and  with  what  dexterity  he  damns 
thofe  that  doubt  it : 

‘  ReluRant  to  fubmit  to  the  idea  of  heathen  cxclufion,  fome  would 
fain  fnggeft,  that  the  merits  of  Chritt  may  fome  hdw  extend  to  tbofe 
who  have  never  heard  of  or  known  him.  Wiat !  to  all?  Then  the 
heathen  have  the  advantage  over  us.  Or  only  to  the  'virtuous?  If 
they  are  virtuous,  then  his  merits  arc  fuperfiuous.  After  all,  are  they 
to  be  fared  by  their  virtue  ox  his?  What  con tradi&ions  to  trutn 
mud  not  they  be  involved  in  wha depart  from  the  word  and  the  teili* 
mony  ?  Let  the  evidence  be  produced  where  it'  appears  that  God 
ever  promifed,  or  defigned,  that  any  foul  (hpuld  be  laved  by  Chrift# 
•dAthoui  coming  to  the  kno'wledge  of  the  truth ;  and  leajl  of  all  the  *vir^ 
ittous ;  fince  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  his  coming  was  not  for^^  the 
righteous,  but  ‘  to  lave  finners.*  If  thefe  charitable  people,  for  as 
foch  they  honour  themfelves,  would  confider  by  what  rule  of  ferm- 
torc,  or  of  feripture  analogy,  they  thus'  prefume  to  eJttend  ‘the  f5- 
vation — and  how  far — and  to  how  many — they  would  perhaps  difeo- 
ver  the  danger  of  afFefting  *  to  be  wife  above  that  which  b  written/ 
and  fear  the  prefumption  of  feeming  to  be  more  rigbieous  than  the 
Holy  One,  who  inhabiteth  eternity,  and  more  charitable  than  that 
God  whofe  name  and  nature  is  love.*  • 

Againft  thefe  weak,  thefe  impious  arguments,  we  have  nothing  to 
offer  but  the  plain  and  fair  inference  of  feripture, ,  according  .with 
common-fenfe  and  jutl  notions  of  the  divinity.  are  told  we  fliall 
be  expefted  to  improve  according  to  the  talents  entrulted  to  us,  and 
that  God  winked  at  the  days  of’  ignorance  before  tlie  gofpel  was 
preached  to  the  Gentiles,— We  are  int^odiiccdiln  ih^c  next  clfay,  to 
the  children  of  wrath.,  in  confequence  of  being  children  of  Adam ;  and  this 
k  proved  in  a  fiyie  equally  menacing  .and  dogmatical.  Next  comes 
a»ch(>fen  generation-r-^thc  more  finful  they  have. been,' the  better. 
This  is,  indeed,  that  fuperftUiQn  of  a  weak  mind  which  arrogates  to 
itfeif  all  enjoyntents  of  this  worlds  mthout  Idling  any  of  thofe  in 
the  next'.  **  • 

*  -  V  _ 

The  next  effay  is  on  Gojptl  we  could  believ<jTMr, 

llaweis,  it  is  cofflpjicated  enough.— The  ibth,  on  Euthujiajm.  ir  an 
ttctUent 'apoJogy  for  Mctiiodifm.— The  nth,  dh  ToUratioK.  Ts  well 

written* 
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written. — ^l*hc  1 2th,  on  Qoveicvfnefs^  is,  in  many  parts,  eloquent,  and 
polTciTcs  a  happy  mixture  of  feripture  and  well-chofen  ordinary  cx- 
f)i  effioas.  The  lame  may  be  faid  of  the  fucceeding  one  on  E'vil 
Sf  taking.  The  J4th,  on  the  general  IVeari/ofnent/s  of  Life,  is  not 
without  merit,  ard  fomc  point. — The  15th  is  on  the  benefit  of 
isrly  Marriage*— V\it  1 6th  and  laft,  on  Pjalmody,  is  a  fpirited  per¬ 
formance  on  a  fubjedt  which  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  is  not  more 
attended  to  among  the  regular  clergy. 

•  Wc  have  been  particularly  Ihort  in  our  remarks  on  this  perform- 
ance,  becaufe  we  well  know  the  name  of  the  author  will  be  aTuffi- 
cient  recommendation  to  fume,  and  enough  to  condemn  it  with 
others.  "  ”  .  ’  '' 

Art.  33.  A  fjort  Dife^urfe  on  the  Sabhath.  By  a  Member  of  the  So- 
ciety  for  fremotirg  Chrijiiun  Knofivledge-  1 2 mo.  pp.  18.  2d.  or 

I2S.  a  hundred.  Newark  printed,  and  fold  by  Johnfon,  &c.  Lon- 
don.  1791.  ■ 

'  As  wc  4pubt  not  this  little  performance  w^  well  intended,  we  are 
forry  it  contains  nothing  either  ilriking,  new,  or  different  from  what 
is-to  be  met  with  in  alinoft  cverv  Sunday’s  newfpaper,  and  even  from 
every  grandmother  in  town  and  country. 

Art.  34.  CoUeils  of  the  Church  of  England  imitated  in  Verfe\  to 
nvhicb  is  fubjoimedii  the  Happy  Man.  By  John  Rujher,  Cbarlhury, 
Oxon.  Small  410.  :is.6d.,  Oxford,  printed  for  the  Author;  fold 
by  Jackfon,  Oxford;  Robinfons,  London.  1790. 

John  Rulhcri^we^dare  fay,  is  a  worthy,  w^ell-meaning  man ;  but 
John  Ruiher  is  no  poet.  Of  him  it  may  be  faid,  wdth  much  more 
jufiice  than  of  Sir  R.  Blackmore,  *  Sternbold bimfclf  he  out-fietnholded* 

*■!■■■  ■  - - - : -  ■■■  - ■ . -  ' 

For  the  ENGLISH  REVIEir. 
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.  :  It  ^  ,  j 

^  '  For  JULY,  179**  j 

•  i  STATE  OK  THE  NORTHERN  POWERS. 

O  circumftance  has  yet  taken  place  w^hich  can  enable  us  to 
determine  with  precifion  what  fteps  arc  to  be  taken  by  the 
northern  Courts  in  the  prefent  crifis;  or  whether  Ruffia  is 
.likely  to  accede  to  the  terms  propofed  by  the  mediating  powers 
in  favour  of  the  harafled  Ottomans.-  If  we  may^  however,  be 
allowxd  to  hazard  a  conjefture,  we  will  ftill  venture  to  augur 
peace.  Sweden  and^.Denmark  feem  difpofed  towards  pacific 
meafures ;  Fruffia  is  making  no  extraordinary  preparations ;  and 
the  Emperor,  mindful  of  the  late  difturbanccs  in  ffrabaiit,  will  I 
no  doubt  turn  his  attention  to  the  internal  affairs  of  the  cmpircj 
ia  which,  confidering  the  prefent  fituation  of  a  neighbouring 
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country,  and  the  prevailing  fpirit  of  the  times,  every  exertion 
of  political  wifdom  feems  to  be  neceffary  in  order  to  preferve 
tranquillity*  It  is  neverthelefs  certain,  that,  by  the  refufal  of 
the  Turkifli  plenipotentiary  to  accede  to  the  propofitions  of  the 
minifters  of  Vienna,  the  congrefs  of  Siftovia  has  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  been  diffolved.  Baron  de  Herbert  and  Count  Efterhazy 
have  removed  to  Buchareft,  in  Wallachia ;  and  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  have  determined  to  follow  them,  in  cafe  they  perfiil  in  re¬ 
maining  at  that  place.  This  ftep  is,  in  all  probability,  owing 
tothe  hoftlle  motions  of  the  Grand  Vizir’s  army;  for  as  the 
plenipotentiaries  apprehend  that  the  Vizir’s  attempts  to  pafs  the 
Danube,  and  feize  on  the  firft  ports,  may  be  atteuided  with  fuc- 
cefs,  they  think,  with  juftice,  that  the  vicinity  of  »the  Ot¬ 
toman  troops  might  have  an  improper  influence  over  their  deli¬ 
berations  and  that  freedom  of  debate,  which  is  neceflary,  when 
objetrts  of  fo  much  magnitude  are  to  be  difculTed.  . 

The  two  empires,  Ruflia  and  Germany,  have,  in  the  mean 
time,  taken  proper  meafures  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the 
Turkifh  army,  and  to  prevent  that  advantage  which  an  enemy 
generally  gains  by  early  movements.  The^Auftrian  generals 
have  taken  the  precaution  to  ftrengthen  the  frontier  garrifons 
with  reinforcements,  and  to  ere<S  baUeries  where  they  fuppofe 
the  Ottomans  may  attempt  to  pafs  the  river.  *  Hungary  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  fupport  the  emperor ;  and  Marfhal  de  Wallis  has 'aug¬ 
mented  the  garrifon,  and  caufed  additional  cannon  to  be  planted 
oh  the  ramparts  of  Orfova,  one  of  the  places  moft  expofcd,  and 
which  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  preferve.  » , 

This  ftate  of  affairs,  however,  has  not  prevented 

HIS  IMPERIAL  MAJESTY  , 

from  prolonging  his  tour  in  Italy,  where  his  time  feems  chiefly 
tr)  have  been  fpent  in  viewing  different  monuments  of  art,  and 
eftabliftiments  ufeful  to  fociety.  Whether  his  journey  had  any 
connexion  with  political,  objefts,  or  was  merely  for  the  purpofe 
of  pleafure,  we  will  not  pretend  to  determine ;  but  it  is  certain 
that  he  has  had  feveral  interviews  with  the  chiefs  of  the  french 
fugitives,  and  particularly  with  the  Count  d^Artois,  whom  he 
went  to  meet  at  Mentz.  Tt  is  probable,  therefore,  that  Leopold 
either  meant  to  favour  the  attempt  to  bring  about  a  couater- 
revolution  in  France,  if  fuch  a  feheme  really  exifted,  or  to  '^ive 
additional  ftrength  to  the  claims  of  ^ 

,  THE  GERMAN  PRINCES, 

have  called  upon  him  to  proteft  the  rights  of  the  empire 
inoppofition  to  the  decrees  of  the  French  National  Afferably. 
With  this  view  '  ' 


THE 
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THE  DIET  OF  RATISBON 

has  been  lately  deliberating  on  tKc  meafures  to  be  taken :  but 
the  members  feem  to  be  divided  in  their  opinions.  The  eccle- 
fiaftical  cleftors,  irritated  by  the  attack  made  upon  the  church, 
think,  in  general,  that  all  frclh  applications  to  France  on  the 
fubje^  of  difpute  will  be  inefFedlual,  on  account  of  the  prefent 
unfettlcd  ftatc  of  the  kingdom  \  and  becaufe  their  former  requi, 
fidons  were  rejedled,  or  fuch  terms  offered  them  as  were  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  dignity  of  the  empire.  They  requeft,  therefore, 
that  war  may  be  immediately  declared,  as  the  only  means  of 
procuring  redrefe  from  a  people  who  feem  determined  to  adhere 
to  their  new  political  fyllcm,  and  to  Hften  to  no  propofition 
which  may  be  contrary  to  it.  On  the  other  hand,  the  fecular 
electors,  equally  firm,  but  lefs  violent,  wilh  that. a  fecond  at¬ 
tempt  may  be  made  to  obtain  by  negociation  what  France  per- 
fifts  in  remfing,  but  under  certain  modifications  and  fubmiflions, 
which  the  claimants  confider  as  contrary  both  to  their  dignity 
and  intcreft. 

The  inftruftions  fent,  on  this  head,  to  the  comitial  minifters 
by  the  princes  and  ftates  concerned,  contain  various  propofitiojis 
bcfidcs,^  on  which  it  will  be  neceflary  for  the  diet  to  deliberate 
befotre  any  final  determination  is  taken.  It  is  there  propofed, 
as  a  ftep  indifpenfably  neceflary,  to  declare  to  France,  that  the 
German  empire  no  longer  confidcrs  itfelf  bound  by  the  treaties 
andt  conventions  concluded  between  the  two  countries,  fince 
the  /ormcr  has  firft  violated  thofe  rights  which  It  folemnly  en¬ 
gaged  to  refpc(fi;  to  prohibit,  by  a  refeript  of  the  empire, 
the  importation  of  French  merchandife  j  to  fequeftrate  the 
effeifts  of  the  French  in  Germany,  until  fatisfadlion  fhall  be 
obtained  i  and  to  enaft  a  fevere  law  againft  every  perfon  who, 
by  writings  or  any  other  means,  fhall  attempt  to  inflame  the 
tninds  of  the  people,  or  difturb  public  tranquillity  in  any  of  the 
German  ftates  .5  *  .* 

»  Befides  thefe  fubjc£ls  of  deliberation,  the  inftruftions  contain 
obfervations  on  the  advantage  which  muft  refult  to  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of,  the  empire  by  uniting  to  maintain  their  rights  and  pri¬ 
vileges.  Without  this  harmony,  it  is  urged,  the  empire  would 
foon  become  inefficient  by  its  feparatc  weaknefs. 

A  fhort  time  will,  according  to  every  appearance,  determine 
the  rel'ult  of  thefe  refolutions.  The*  German  ftates  are  un¬ 
doubtedly  all  comie<ftcd  by  one  common  intereft ;  and  none  of 
them  can  fuftain  any  injury  which  vwill  not,  in  fome  meafure, 
the  whole.  The  princes  who  have  already  protefted 
againft  the  proceedings  of  the  National  Aflcmbly  form  a  con- 
fidcrable  bod v ;  and  their  confequence  has  been  lately  jnejrafed  by 
the  Prince  or  Mecklenberg- Schwerin,  who,  in  a  letter  to  the  diet, 

claims 
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claims  two  places  in  the  chapter  of  the  cathedral  of  Strafbtirgh, 
and  fupports  his  demand  on  the  fecond  paragraph  of  the  twdfch 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia.  . 

.j,  POLAND, 

in  the  mean  time,  is  beginning  to  enjoy  the  happy  effects  of 
her  recent  conftitutional  reformation,  which  will  give  her  a 
much  higher  rank  than  Ihe  ever  poflcfled  in  the  political  beu 
lance  of  Europe.  In  one  of  her  late  fittings,  the  AflTembiy 
debated  whether  the  ♦,  which  form  the  property  and, 

fupport  of  a  great  number  of  families,  (hould  not  be^taken  from 
the  hands  of  the  prefent  poflcfibrs,  and  fold  for  the  benefit  <A  the 
public  treafury.  This  projed,  like  all  thofe  which  pfelent  a 
ready  method  of  procuring  money,  met  at  firft  with  a ‘very 
powerful  fupport  \  and  no  doubt  was  entertained  that  it  would 
foon  pafs  into  a  decree.  Matuie  refledlion,  however,  clearly 
(hewed  that  fuch  an  arbitrary  meafure  would  be  attended  with 
more  inconvenience  than  utility ;  that  if  it  were  adopted,  many 
families,  who  had  rendered  important  Icrvices  to  the  republic^ 
would  be  entirely  reduced,  unlefs  penfions  were  granted,  which 
would  form  a  very  heavy  burden  to  the  ftate ;  and  that,  befides 
this,  it  would  multiply  the  number  of  the  malcontents,  and  de¬ 
prive  the  Polifli  revolution  of  that  charafter  for  wifdom^and  mo¬ 
deration  for  which  it  had  been,  with  fo  much  propriety,  extolled. 
Thcfe  reafons,  enforced  by  the  king  himfelf,  prevented -the  falc 
of  iia!o,8taro flies.  It  was,  however,  referr^  to  a  future  fitting 
to  examine  what  mode  (hould  be  adopted  in  order  to^'alidnate 
thofe  which  were  vacant,  and  which  the  diet  may  freely  di(fk>fe 
ofi  without  violating  the'  rights  or  privileges  of  any*  ii^ividual 
whatever.  ^ 

A  propofal  for  eftablifliing  a  militia  orcitizcns  in ’all  the  great 
towns,  and  particularly  in  Warfaw,  has  been  alfo  renewed;  but 
the  diet  feems  to  hefitate  on  the  policy  of  adopting  any  itiwfiire 
of  this  kind.  By  fuch  an  eftablifliment,  all  that  has  been  done 
for  national  liberty  might  be  deftroyed ;  and  both  the  diet  and 
the  executive  power  be  fettered  by  this  independent '  and  for¬ 
midable  body.  Poland  i  is  a  civil  government,  found^^on  the 
deliberations  of  the  ftates,  and  the  conftitutional* power  of  the 
king.  T o  convert  its  inhabitants  /into  foldiefs  would,  ‘  there'* 


•  Staroflies  zve  certain  domains  or  jurlfdifllOns'  InToland/ which 
formerly  belonged  to.  the  crown',  and  which  the  foVereigns  had  it  in 
their  power  to  bellow  upon  the  nobiligr,  provided  they  were  natives 
of  the  country.  Thefe  pofieffionsToem  to  have  been  of  the  iaaic'na- 
as  jtiic  feudal;  tenures  fo  .coaimon  in  many  other  couatries  of 
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fore,  be  making  It  a  military  republic,  or  a  ftate  which  might, 
for  feme  time,  preferve  an  appearance  of  liberty,  but  -which 
woulil  afterwards  fall  under  th/e,abfolute  power  of.  any  monarch 
or  aflTembly  who  might  be  able  to  gain  over  the  armed  citizens. 

From  the  revolution  of  Poland  our  attention  is  naturally  di- 
re£tcd  to  that  of 

FRANCE, 

which  has  been  attended  with  fome  fingular  circumftanccs. 
Among  thefe,  the  late  attempt  of 

LOUIS  XVI. 

to  efFeft  an  efcape  with  his  wife  and  family,  ftands  firft;  but  for 
what  purpofe,  notwith {landing  his  and  the  queen’s  declaration, 
does  not  yet  clearly  appear.  Thofe  who  wifti  to  incenfe  the 
populace  againft  the  monarch,  openly  accufe  him  of  attempting 
to.  deluge  the  country  in  blood ;  and  alTert,  that,  had  he  got 
beyond  the  French  boundaries,  his  ftandard  would  have  been 
crefted ;  that  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  other  fugitives,  were 
waiting  in  anxious  expectation  to  receive  him ;  and  that,  fup- 
ported  by  the  Emperor,  the  King  of  Spain,  the  King  of  Sar¬ 
dinia,  and  other  fovereigns,  every  exertion  would  have  been 
ufed  to  overturn  the  revolution.  Louis,  however,  has  declared 
that  be  had  no  intention  of  quitting  the  kingdom  ;  that  his  foie 
view  in  leaving  the  capital  was  to  retire  to  fome  of  the  remote 
provinces,  where,  with  his  family,  he  might  be  ftieltered  from 
infults  i  and  that,  in  traverfing  his  kingdom,  he  might  colled 
the  fenfe  of  the  nation  refpefting  the  late  revolution,  and  thence 
be  enabled  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  might  be  moft  beneficial. 
However  this  may  be,  the  National  AiTembly,  it  muft  be  al- 
lowed,  have  aClcd  with  prudence  and  moderation.  Senfible 
that  they  have  proceeded  beyond  what  was  at  firft  intended,  and 
that,  by  limiting  the  prerogative  too  much,  they  have  deprived 
the  executive  power  of  that  vigour  and  energy  which  are  re- 
qulfite  to  preferve  order  and  tranquillity,  they  feeni  to  feel  for 
their  monarch,  and  to  be  defirous  of  reltoring  him,  on  certain 
conditions,  to  his  former  power.  A  violent  fpirit  of  republi- 
canifm,  fomented  by  feditious  and  inflammatory  writings,  pre¬ 
vails,  however,  in  France;  and  the  moft  infamous  and  fcan- 
daloiis  libels,  though  difapproved  by  the  National  Aflembly,  are 
daily  publiflied  againft  an  unfortunate  fovereign,  who  deferves 
rather  to1>e  pitied  than  condemned.  This,  added  to  a  dread 
that  the  conftitution  may  be  entirely  fubverted  by  thofe  infa¬ 
tuated  democrats  who  are  now  ftrlvlng  to  convert  France  into 
a  republic,  has  no  doubt  obtained  confidcrable  influence  over 
the  leading  members  of  the  Aflembly,  and  induced  that  body  to 
pafs  a  decree  which  declares  the  perfon  of  the  king  to  be  in- 
.  violablc, 
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violable,  and  which  confequently  fecures  monarchical  govero- 
niciit.  Thofe,  therefore,  who  delight  in  the  downfal  of  kings, 
will  not  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing,  on  this  occadon,  the  fume 
tragedy  a£ted  in  France  as  was  performed  in  England  in  the 
year  1649.  It  neverthelefs  ftill  remains  to  be  decided,  whether 
his  majefty  will  be  again  entrufted  with  the  fiipreme  direiiioa  of 
affairs,  though  he  appears  to  have  a  great  many  friends  in  the 
National  Aiijn'jbly,  Refpe6ting  the  refult  of  this  important 
queftion,  various  conjeftures  have  been  formed ;  but  the  moft 
probable  is,  tliar,  after  the  new  conftitution  has  been  completed, 
it  will  be  prefented  to  his  majefty  for  his  approbation:  if  he 
accepts,  he  will  be  continued  in  authority ;  but  if  he  objects, 
the  throne  will  be  declared  vacant,  and  a  regency  appointed  to 
conduct  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  till  the  Dauphin  comes  of 
age.  The  young  prince  will,  in  the  mean  time,  be  inftruded 
in  the  true  rights  of  men  ;  and  care  will  no  doubt  be  taken  to  in- 
fpire  him  with  thofe  principles  of  juftice,  benevolence,  and  hu¬ 
manity,  which  add  luftre  to  the  charafter  of  fovereign^  and 
form  the  only  durable  fupports  of  a  throne.  The  French  fugi¬ 
tives,  however,  at  the  head  of  whom  is 

THE  PRINCE  OF  COND'E, 

with  the  two  royal  brothers,  feem  not  yet  to  have  abandoned  the 
Idea  of  a  counter-revolution.  They  are  faid  to  be  increafing 
daily  in  numbers,  who  flock  to  them  from  all  quarters,  and  to 
be^uill  in  expeftation  of  meeting  with  fupport  from  the  princes 
of  Europe.  If  any  thing  can  enable  them  to  effect  their  pur- 
pofe,  it  will  be  that  violent  r€4)ublican  fpirit "which,  fincc  the 
king’s  efcape  and  recapture,  has  begun  to  appear,  efpecially 
among  the  lower  claffes  of  the  people  in  F  ranee,  and  w^hich,  if  not 
checked,  may  involve  the  kingdom  in  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil 
war.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  National  Affembly,  whofe  cool- 
nefs  has  lately  excited  juft  admiration,  will  proceed  with  cau¬ 
tion  in  their  decrees  ;  that  w’hile  they  fcftorc  to  the  executive 
power  that  tone  and  energy,  which  are  neceflkry  in  order  to 
preferve  a  juft  balance  in  the  conftitution,' and  to  reprefs  lU 
centioufnefs,  they  will  open  the  eyes  of  the  deluded  multitude, 
and  convince  them  that  tumult  and  violence,  inftead  of  ferving 
the  caufe  of  liberty,  tend  only  to  undermine  and  deftroy  it.  If 
unanimity  prevail,  if  no  collifion  of  political  fentiments  takes 
place,' and  if  tfiS  afts  of  the  Affembly  be  marked  with  mode¬ 
ration,  little  danger  is  to  be  apprehended.  * 

•  ^  i  *  * 

RIOTS  AT  BIRMINGHAM 

have  diftinguiftied  this  month,  and  dlfgraced  the  people.  It  does 
not  appear  to  us  that  there  was  any  radical  evil  in  peaceably  ce¬ 
lebrating  the  anniverfary  of  the  French  revolution.  The  fame 

liberty 
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liberty  ought  to  have  been  granted  to  the  nation  at  large^  as  was 
taken  by  their  reprefentatives  in  parliament ;  feveral  of  whom^ 
in  both  houfes^  openly  declared  their  joy  at  an  event  which 
emancipated  twenty-five  millions  of  men  from  defpotifm  and 
flavcry.  While,  however,  we  are  friends  to  civil  liberty,  fo 
far  as  it  promotes  peace  and  good-will  amongft  men,  we  abhor 
the  licentioufhefs  of  a  mob.  ,  And  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  the 
laws  will  exert  their  power  to  bring  to  condign  punifhment  the 
authors  and  abettors  of  the  late  public  difturbances,  who,  by 
their  depredations  and  proceedings,  have  attempted  to  fubvert 
all  law>  and  trample  upon  the  mod  valuable  rights  of  fociety. 

THE  BRITISH  FLEET, 

one  of  the  fined  in  the'  w^orld,  remains  in  good  order  at  Spit- 
head.  As  the  feafon  for  proceeding  to  the  Baltic  is  now  over, 
our  out-of-doors  politicians  are  puzzled  to  account  for  its  def- 
tinatlon.  In  the  mean  time,  the  drilled  difeipline  and  attention 
to  good  order  are  preferved  on  board.  The  commander  in  chief, 
Lord  Hood,  fleeps  in  his  fhip ;  and  this  great  armament,  the 
bulwark  of  the  Britifti  empire,  is  ready  to  extend  her  canvafs, 
and  to  move  on  the  fhorted  notice.  Thofe  who  know  the 
charadler  of  the  mlnider,  will  not  aferibe  the  prefent  prepara¬ 
tions  to  weaknefs.  With  an  honed  acknowledgment,  however, 
of  our  want  of  fagacity  refpefting  the  quo  tendit^  we  wait  with 
the  fobriety  of  go^  citizens,  and  leave  the  refult  to  be  difclofed 
by  time. 

GREAT  BRITAIN% 

This  happy  country  continues  to  enjoy  the  bleffings  of  peace; 
and,  with  a  wife  civil  and. political  adminidration,  will  long 
continue  to  be  didinguidied  among  the  nations. 


To  Correspondents. 

£•  S.  <u;/7/  Jimd  mojl  of  the  erticla  hi  mint  ions  in  our  next  Number. 
E^ity  care  is  taken  to  fnferve  a  correSt  lift  of  neiv  publications.  The 
further  isaprovement  E.  S.  fuggsfts  has  not  efcaped  us ;  it  is  under  con* 
ftderation^ 

Communications  for  The  English  Review  an  requefted  to 
hifent  to  Mr.  Murray,  No.  js,  Fleet-flreet,  London;  nnhen  Sub* 
jefibers  for  this  Monthfy  Performance  are  refpe&ful^  dejired  to  gi*ve  in 
their  Names» 


